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Iraqi vice-president due here today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Iraqi Vice-President Taha Mohei- 
^ d^ne Marouf is scheduled to arrive here today on a 
four-day visit to Jordan, informed sources said. Mr. 
Marouf is on his way to anend a Food and Agriculture 
v^^nisation (FAO) meeting in Rome. Details of bis 
-^ji&dale here were not immediately available. It will 
^ the first visit of a senior Iraqi official to Jordan for 
•^rly one year. The visit of Mr. Marouf follows suc- 
cessful talks that a Jordanian official delegation held 
ifl Baghdad on the use of Aqaba port as one of the 
main conduit for imports to Iraq, particularly with the 
expected implementadon of United Nations Security 
Cbuocii Resolution 986, which allows Iraq to sell oil 
worth $1 billion every three months to raise funds for 
food and medicine, purchases under strict U.N. super- 
vision (see page 9). 
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Japanese special envoy to work on peace 

TOKYO- (AFP) — A .special envoy of Japan’s Prime 
Minister Ryuiaro Hashimoto will leave here Sunday for 
Egypt. Israel and the Gaza Strip in a bid to assist the Mid- 
dle East peace process, it was announced Tuesday. The 
envoy. Nobuo Macsunaga, will make a “direct high-level 
appe^ to the patties concerned with a view to advancing 
the peace process, the Japanese Foreign Minisiiy said in 
a statement. Mr. Matsunaga, a former Japanese ambas- 
sador to the United States, was scheduled to have talks 
with leaders of Egypt, Israel and the Palestinian National 
Authority about the situation in the Middle East, the state- 
ment said. It noted that Js^KUi had extended than S220 
million “for Palestinian assistance to improve the environ- 
ment'' for the peace process. Japan has also taken pan 
“posidvely" in mulrilateral lallcs and economic summits to 
b^k the peace accord, the statement said. 


’ '' >■ 

^iden, , “ 

l^gal und(, 

‘Or 't 

here \\, J- 
vision 

u:is J 

srandw; 

vr, C- 

\ieuer^ jn 

‘Paian k. 

:ome oi ihcit,. 

back ot a 
c of around Slji, 

•rgie' makes 
advertiset 

>JD0N 
:hes-* .)j 

IT:* '•ei In r<|.; 

brovo , 

^ b} cndi-ir.irs.- 
tor un 

the 

'^n on 
nes^ 

icni 'Ahilc pi C, 
k Cns's 
Bnidii'i . p. 

ion .sis 
yjM(Jis_. \b^. 
ly ihv .id w!i;; 
lineniji Eur.ft 
sri'jiii “ liin j: 

■c Fcrair'- '■Ti 
j\\N crr,nj.T 
njnK--hjir:d 
divcrfceJ 
;abesh'» 

5.-- 1'. 

x'i.iiion t 

> bf?'' 

lici'eJ. b' 

■tf ih.in J'M*'' 

)ney wocsltf 
nned> speed 
? in the dad 


Volume 21 Number 6371 


AMMAN WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1996, JUMADA D, 24, 1417 


Price: Jordan 150 Fils 


ekoni 

rniansts'"* 


premier reviews 
adounistrative reform 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Tuesday visited 
(be Ministiy of Administra- 
□ve Development and was 
briefed on its programmes 
and future plans regarding 
the reorganisatioD of the 
civil service. Minister of 
Admioistradve Develop- 
ment Kama! Nasser and 
senior ministry staff out- 
lined plans for upgrading 
and modernising Ae Civil 
Service Commission and 
the introduction of new 
measures concerning 

aOowances regulations. 

Also on Tuesday the prime 
minister visited the Royal 
■Jordanian Geographic Cen- 
tre and met its director, 
Salim Khalifeh, and senior 
staff who outlined the cen- 
tre's duties and its produc- 
tion of maps. Mr. I^alifeh 
said the maps give compre- 
hensive data on water, soil, 
agriculture and the geolog- 
ical features of Jord^. 

Jordan, U^. end 
joint exercises 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
danian and American bat- 
talions have concluded a 
joint military exercise. 
Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs-of-Staff Held Mar- 
shal Abdul Hafez Mirai 
attended part of the exer- 
cises and was briefed on 
their progress by comman- 
ders of the battalions. 
Tbese exercises come In 
the context of an annual 
programme li^lviog the 
Jordanian Armed Forces 
vvid) those of Arab and 
friendly countries. 

French businessmen 
head for Iraq 

AMMAN (AP) — A dele- 
gation of French business- 
men headed for Iraq Tues-. 
day in yet another sign of 
growing French interest in 
die potentially lucrative 
Iraqi mariceL 'Ihe 11 -mem- 
ber group is the second 
Preach delegation to visit 
Iraq in a week. On Sunday, 
foor French lawmakers met 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tariq Aziz in Baghdad. 
Nadira Manchet, an organ- 
iser of the trip, said the 
group would discuss trade 
piDs^ts with Iraqi offi- 
cials and merchaiits once 
international sanctions are 
lift^ “We want to famil- 
iarise ourselves with the 
Iraqi market, its needs and 
what we can do to improve 
conditions that worsened 
as a result of the sanc- 
tions," Ms. Manchet told 
the Associated Press. 

Egypt seizes record 
haul of drugs 

CAIRO (AFP) — Eot' 
on Tuesday seized 50 kilo- 
grammes of cocaine and 
half a tonne of hashish in 
the “largest ever” haul bf 
narcotics smuggled into the 
country. Interior Minister 
Hassan A1 Alfi smd. He 
said the drugs were seized 
in the $ou±era Red Sea 
port of Nuweiba. Five 
Eg}q)tians and a Jordanian 
Were involved in the bid to 
sniug^e the narcotics into 
Egypt aboard a dinghy 
across the Red Sea, the 
interior Minisory said. It 
said that clashes were still 
underway between security 
forces and the six suspects 
who manag ed tO flee into 
inoontains in the Sinai 
region. At least one traf- 
Hdter was believed to have 
been ' injured in an 
exchange of gunjSre securi- 
ty forces seized their boat, 
u truck, rifles and 800 
^nds of ammunitions 05 
'''ell as three Walkie- 
Talkies, a portable phone 
and a r^o transmitter and 
receiver, the ministry said. 


Final opinion poll gives Clinton 11-point lead as Americans vote 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton led 
Republican challenger Bob 
Dole by 1 1 percentage 
points in a final CNNAJSA 
Today/Gallup poll relea.sed 
Tuesday. 

The poll of 1.488 likely 
voters, with a margin of 
enor of plus or minus three 
points, gave Mr. Clinton a 
lead over Mr. Dole of 52 to 
41 per cent. Reform Party 
candidate Ross Perot was 
favoured by seven per cenL 

Asked who they would 
vote for in congressional 
races, 49.5 per cent 
favoured Democratic can- 


didates in their districts 
while 50.5 favoured Repub- 
licans. 

Long lines were reported 
at many polling stations 
along the East Coast and 
good weather was anticipat- 
ed across most of the coun- 
try. The turnout included a 
number of joggers who cast 
their ballots tefore sunrise 
on Manhattan's Upper West 
side on the way to their 
morning run in Central 
Park. 

In Atlanta, Georgia, elec- 
tion officials reported long 
lines and overflowing park- 
ing lots in many locations 


during the morning rush 
hour. 

In hfiami, Florida voters 
turned out early to cast bal- 
lots in a state the Democrats 
have not carried in 20 
years, crowding into 
polling centres on their way 
to work. 

Besides a president for 
the next four years, voters 
were also choosing 34 sen- 
ators, all 435 members of 
the House of Representa- 
tives, 1 1 of the 50 state gov- 
ernors and making deci- 
sions on a variety of ballot 
initiatives, such as whether 
Californians want to 


legalise marijuana for med- 
icinal purposes. 

The campaign nail ended 
for both Mr. Clinton and 
Mr. Dole in the pre-dawn 
darkness to cap a final, 
frenzied period of travel. 

Clmion was resting in 
a hotel in Little Rock, 
Arkansas, where ci^ offi- 
cials were preparing a huge 
election-night celebration 
in anticipation' of their 
native son's reelection. 

“This is the greatest coun- 
try in human history 
because we have created a 
system in which you are the 
boss," Mr. Clinton told a 


late-night crowd in Sioux 
City, South Dakota, at what 
he called “the last rally of 
the last campaign I will 
ever run." 

Hoarse and haggard from 
his exhausting 96-hour 
“march to victory" through 
17 states, Mr. Dole was 
headed to his hometown of 
Russell. Kansas. 

He made a wee-hour stop 
in Independence, Missouri, 
the hometown of Harry 
Truman, whose legendary 
1 948 come-from-behind 

victory is the standard for 
all underdog candidates. 

“What was true for Harry 


Truman in 1948 will be true 
for Bob Dole and Jack 
Kemp in 1996," smd the 
73-year-old Dole. 

“The people ate once 
again going to win this 
election today." 

Mr. Clinton and his team 
were buoyant. On Air Force 
One en route from South 
Dakota to Arkansas, he and 
his wife Hillary toasted 
their staff and the secret 
service agents who have 
been away from home so 
often because of the cam- 
paign. 

C^inion surveys unani- 
mously forecaist reelection 


for Democrat Clinton, 
despite a late sag sparked 
by Mr. Dole's attacks on 
Mr. Clinton's character and 
the alleged influence of for- 
eign cash in his campaign 
and his govemmenL 

The polls suggested that 
voters might check Mr. 
Clinton with another 
Republican Congress or 
even deny him the majority 
popular support he covets. 

Many voters were not 
inspired by the choices. 

“Neither party has a great 
candidate.” said Janet 

(Continued on page 7) 


EJng exchanges 
views with Arafat, 
receives Abbas 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday had a phone call 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat during which 
they exchanged views over 
the latest developments in 
the Palestinian-Israeli nego- 
tiations. 

The King and President 
Arafat underlined the 
importance of implement- 
ing the Palestinian-Israeli 
agreements in the interim In 
o^er to move to the final 
status talks. 

King Hussein also 
received at A1 Nadwa 
Palace Mr. Arafat's advisor 
Mahmoud Abbas. 

Discussions dealt with 
bilateral relations and the 
latest developments in the 
Middle East peace process 
on the Palestinian-Israeli 
track. 

The King reiterated the 
Jordanian stand in support- 
ing the Palestinians in their 
quest to regain their legiti- 
mate rights on their national 
soil. 

The King also afflnued 
the importance of exerting 
every effort to push the 
peace process forward in 
accord^ce with ail signed 
agreements. 

He pointed out that such 
efforts should not be con- 
fined to an Israeli redeploy- 


ment in Hebron and should 
cover the full implementu- 
don of all agreements. 

Attending the meeting 
was Prime Minister Abdul 
K^m Kabariti. On the 
Palestinian side it was 
attended by Palestinian 

Ambassador to Jordan 
Omar Khatib. 

Earlier in the day, Mr. 
Kabariti received at his 

office Mr. Abbas and dis- 
cussed with him bilateral 
relations and the latest 

developments in the peace 
process. Mr. Kabariti 

stressed Jordan's support 
for the Palestinians in (heir 
legitimate rights on their 
national soil. 

Mr. Abbas 1$ the second 
senior Palestinian official to 
visit Jordan is as many days. 

A Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) team 
headed by Tayeb Abdul 
Rahim conclud^- two days 
of talks here on Monday on 
Jordanian-Palestinian coor- 
dination. 

In a meeting with Mr. 
Kabariti on Monday, the 
PNA delegation requested 
Jordan to continue its 
guantianship of Islamic 
holy places in Arab Jer- 
susalem until the Palestini- 
ans and Israelis negotiate 
the finalstatus of the Holy 
City. 


Sheikh 

Sabah 

receives 

Kabariti 

message 

KUWAIT (Agencies) — 
Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah M Ahmad A1 
Sabah on Tuesday received a 
message ffoih the Jordanian 
prime minister and foreign 
minister, Abdul Karim 
Kabariti, on bilateral rela- 
tions. the Kuwaitii News 
Agency (KUNA) reported. 

The message was deliv- 
ered to Sheikh Sabah, who is 
also Kuwait’s d^ty prime 
mmister, by Ibrahim Nabulsi, 
director Mr. Kabariti's office. 

KUNA said the letter cov- 
ered bilateral relations, but 
gave no details. It was the 
second reported visit to 
Kuwait of a senior Jaedanian 
official since the Golf war 
ended in 1991. 

It was seen as a further 
improvement in Jordanian - 
Kuwaiti relations following a 
strain caused by the Gulf cri- 
sis. Full diplomatic relations 
are expect^ to resume sooa 

Joidan's embassy in 
Kuwait was closed six years 
ago. while tbe Kuwuti diplo- 
matic mission in Amman is 
beaded by a charge d’af- 
faires. 

The number of official 
contacts have been increas- 
ing in recent months. 


No deal will be signed if it 
covers only Hebron — PNA 


HEBRON (Agencies) — 
Casting a pall on peace 
Talks, a Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) official 
said Tuesday that Yasser 
Arafat will not sign a deal 
on an Israeli pullout from 
Hebron unless Israel also 
makes good on an array of 
other unfulfilled commit- 
ments. 

PNA Information Minis- 
terYasser Abed Rabbo said 
Israel must also agree to 
withdraw from more rural 
areas of the West Bank, 
release Palestinian prison- 
ers, create a safe passage 
route between the West 
Bank and Gaza and honour 
other clauses in the autono- 
my accords signed last 
year. 

“Last night, the Palestin- 
ian leadership sent a letter 
... to the American adminis- 
tration stating our posi- 
tion." Mr. Abed Rabbo told 
the AP. "For any agreement 
with Israel, there must first 
be a guarantee of the com- 
mitments on the entire 
interim agreement." 

Israel, whose new hard- 
line government is under 
pressure to establish its 
peace credentials, appears 
eager to implement the 
delayed pullout from 
Hebron, the last West Bank 
city under occupation. But 
the Palestinians' insistence 
on a broad package deal 


raises doubts about 
prospects for a speedy 
agreement. 

American Consul General 
Ed Abington said Monday a 
deal could be completed in 
a week, and some media 
reports said U.S. envoy 
Dennis Ross, who spent 
much of last month in the 
region tiding to hamm er 
out a Hebron deal, might 
return at on Wednesday. 
But Mr. Abed Rabbo said 
Mr. Ross "will not return 
unless there is real 
progress.” 

Israeli officials insist that 
disagreements over security 
and civilian arrangements 
in Hebron are minor and 
that the Palestinians have 
been holding up the deal. 

During a tour of Hebron 
Tuesday. Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai main- 
tained agreement on 
Hebron “could have been 
signed some time ago.’’ 

"Those who are delaying 
are the Palestinian side,’’ 
Mr. Mordechai said after 
meeting with Hebron 
Mayor Mustafa Natche. 

• Mr. Natche said Israel 
must disarm the Jewish set- 
tlers, who have received 
'arm.*: from the Israeli mili- 
tary. Jewish settlers in the 
past few weeks have fired 
at stone-throwers and 
cursed Palestinian officials. 
One is to stand trial for 


beating an 10-year-old 
Palestinian boy to death. 

“We have shown die max- 
imum flexibility in these 
negotiations and we can go 
no further," said Mr. 
Mordechai, who held sepa- 
rate talks with Jewish set- 
tlers and a Palestinian dele- 
gation which included 
Mayor Natche. 

Mordechai also said 
that the closure of the 
Palestinian territories, 
imposed in late October for 
fear of attack by miUcants, 
would stay in place. 

Mr. Ab^ Rabbo warned 
of an “explosion" if Israel 
continued to block an 
accord on tbe f^artial with- 
drawal of Israeli troops 
from Hebron. 

“No progress has been 
made on the question of 
Hebron,” he told reporters 
in Romalluh 

If the negotiations do not 
succeed, "we will face an 
explosion." 

“Instead of pursuing the 
peace process. Israel has 
decided on a policy of con- 
frontation, on the ground 
by relaunching settlements 
(in Pale.stinian territories) 
and at tbe table by failing to 
respect past accords." 

l.sraeli Radio said Mon- 
day that secret high-level 
contacts have been continu- 

(Continued on page 7) 


Bhutto under virtual house arrest; 
Leghari swears in caretaker premier 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) 
— Prime Minis^r Benazir 
Bhutto, was under virtual 
house arrest Tuesday, 
stripped of power the presi- 
dent who raid he was forced 
to act afrer accusations piled 
up tiiat Pakistan's first 
woman prime minister was 
comifX. inept and undemoc- 
ratic. 

President Farouq Leghari 
sworn in caretaker Prime 
Minister Meraj Khalid and a 
nine-member cabinet on 
Tuesday, replacing the 
sacked Bhutto government, 
state-run television said. 

Mr. Khalid, 80. and his 
nine colleagues swore their 
oaths of office in a ceremony 
a the presidential palace in 
Islama^, television 
showed. 

Mr. Leghari earlier dis- 
solved (^iaroent. sacked 
Ms. Bhutto's three-year-old 
govercmeni and named Mr. 
JQialid CO bead a caretaker 
administration to supervise 
general elections on Feb. 3. 

'The television named the 
cabinet members as Sahibza- 
da Yaqub Khan, Shahid 
Hamid, Shafqat Mahmood, 
Javaid Jabbar, Irsbad Ahmad 
Haqqani. Omar Afridi, Sadiq 
Nawaz Awan, Syeda Abida 
Hussain and Mohammad 
Zubair, but did not give their 
pOTtfobos. 

The list is a mix of politi- 
cians and technocrats drawn 
from differeoc political par- 
ties, including Ms. Bbuno's 
Pakistan P^ple's Party 
(PPP) and tbe main opposi- 
tion Pakistan Muslim 
League. 

Ms. Bhutto’s phones were 
cut off and several soldiers 
flashing assault rifles were 
smtioned at the prime minis- 
ter’s official residence all 
day Tuesday, allowing only a 
few people io to see ms. 
Bhutto. 

Her husband and invest- 
ment miniver, Asif Ali 



Pakistani President Farooq Leghari (left) administers the oath of office to caretaker Prime 
Minister Meraj Khalid in Islamabad on-lYiesday after sacking Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
and her cabinet for alleged corruption and misrule (Reuters photo) 


Zardari. was arrested earlier 
in the day along with 20 
other members of her PPP. 
Mr. Zardari has allegedly 
been involved in a number of 
scandals. 

Ms. Bhutto “wants to meet 
with her party 'people. her 
central comminee, tbe press, 
but she can't," said Aftab 
Sherpao, a PPP member and 
chief minister of Pakistan’s 
Northwest Frontier 

Province. 

Mr. Sherpao was stopped 
when he first approached tbe 
prime minister’s gate, but 
soldiers later waved him 
through. 

The national assembly was 
dismissed along with Ms. 
Bhutto. 

"You know she’s a fighter. 
She has faced adverse situa- 
tions before," Mr. Sherpao 
said as be waited outside her 
lavish home on a hill over- 
looking the federal capital. 

Mr. Sherpao said Ms. 


Bhutto had not decided 
whether to challenge her dis- 
missal in tbe supreme court, 
but such a move seemed 
likely. 

Britain, India and the 
Commonwealth delivered 
identical messages af^r tbe 
ousting of Ms. Bhutto — 
her dismissal was an internal 
affair and not their concern. 

Even though the noilitary 
has ruled Pakistan for 24 of 
its 49 years as an indepen- 
dent state, analysts did not 
expect them to take over 
again 

"They would find it very 
difficult to control the coun- 
try themselves and it would 
be like being handed a poi- 
soned chalice,” said Terry 
Taylor, assistant director of 
the London-based 

International Institute for 
Strategic Studies. 

Britain, former colonial 
masters of Pakisian. took 
several hours to make any 


comment at all and then it 
was muted. 

"This is entirely a matter 
for Pakistan and we have no 
.comment to make. We shall 
of course deal normally with 
tbe caretaker government of 
Meraj Khalid," a foreign 
office spokesman said. 

The CommoDU'ealth. 
which mainly groups 
Britain's former colonies 
and protectorates, also 
adopted a “hands-off' 
approach. 

A spokesman for the Com- 
monwealth Secretariat said; 
“This is strictly an internal 
matter for Pakistan. It is not 
something the Common- 
wealth will get involved in 
unless it was asked to." 

Indian Prime Minister 
H.D. E)eve Gowda echoed 
this sentiment, saying in 
Harare: “We see these events 
as Pakistan's intemal devel- 
opments and are following 
them closely.” 


Weizman visit will help bilateral relations 
and peace process — Ambassador Shamir 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Israeli 
Ambassador to Jordan Shi- 
mon Shamir expressed con- 
fidence on Tuesday that 
Israeli J^esident Ezer Weiz- 
man's visit today to the 
Kingdom would go a sig- 
nificant way in improving 
Jordanian-lsraeli relations 
and reaffimi both sides' 
commitment to impieniem- 
ing tbe provisions of their 
19^ peace treaty. 

Mr. Shamir, briefing the 
press ahead of the presi- 
(kflt*s visit, also said tbe 
Jordanian and Israeli gov- 
ernments as well as busi- 
nessmen were working 
closely ahead of the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) conference to be 
held in Cairo in mid- 
November in icmis of joint 
projects and business ven- 
tures. 


“We are sure that the visit 
of the president will signal 
a new page in Jordanian- 
lsraeli relations and ±e 
talks tbe president will have 
here will be helpful in 
advancing the Middle East 
peace process,'' he said. 

“I’m folly confident of 
the two countries* abilitv’ to 
overcome ail differences.” 
said the ambassador when 
asked whether Israel 
thought the crisis io ties 
with Jordan sparked by its 
unilateral moves in Arab 
Jerusalem in September. 

Jordan strongly protested 
Israel's failure to inform the 
Kingdom of its decision in 
late September to open a 
new entrance to a tunnel 
thai-runs near Islamic holy 
places in Arab Jerusalem, 
given the Jewish state's 
recognition of Jordan's 
“special role" vis-a-vis 
Islamic shrines in the Holy 
Cit>’. 


Mr. Shamir defended the 
Israeli stand saying that the 
opening of a new entrance 
to the tunnel had “nothing 
to do with Islamic shrines 
in Jerusalem" and that it 
was aimed at facilitating 
tbe movement of tourists in 
the Old City. As such, he 
implied, Israel did not feel 
it should inl'orra Jordan of 
the move. 

"There will be ups and 
downs in the relation- 
ship... .everybody knows 

that any development in the 
West Bank will have its 
impact on Jordan...but both 
sides are fully committed to 
maintaining and building 
on the state of peace 
between them." said Mr. 
Shamir, adding that this 
was the fundamental basis 
for his confidence over the 
strength of the relationship. 

Mr. Shamir, who speaks 
fluent Arabic, said Presi- 
dent Weizman and His 


Majesty King Hussein 
would discuss the Middle 
East peace process as well 
as bilateral relations with a 
view to examining what 
could be done to advance 
the Arab-lsraeli peace 
negotiations, particularly 
on the Israeli-Palestlnian 
track. 

The ambassador said 
Israel and the Palestinians 
were close to agreement on 
an Israeli deployment in the 
West Bank town of Hebron 
as called for in the Oslo 
- accords. 

"Nineiy-Tive per cent of 
the details of the agreement 
have been worked out and I 
expect an agreement to be 
signed in the next few 
days." he said, adding that 
no definite date or venue 
had been set for the signing 
ceremony. 

The ambassador also 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Hariri inches towards 
forming government 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese 
leaders have agreed on most 
of ihe members wbo will 
moke up the new govern- 
ment but are still discussing 
the distribution of cabinet 
posts, political sources said 
on Tuesday. 

Tliey said a two-hour 
meeting at the presidential 
palace on Monday evening 
resoived differences over 
the composition of the new 
government between Prime 
Minister-elect Rafik A1 
Hariri and President Elios 
Hrawi. 

The two leaders were to 
hold another meeting on 
Tuesday and the new gov- 
ernment could be completed 
within days, the sources 
said. 

It would comprise 30 
members, like Mr. Hariri's 
outgoing government, and 
would be a comproouse 
between Mr. Hariri's stated 
wish for a “homogeneous 
working team" and Mr. 
Hrawi's demand for inclu- 
sion of representati\’es from 
a broad political spectrum. 

The sources said Mr. 
Hariri agreed on Monday 
that Mr. Hrawi. a Maionite 
Christian, should choose 
some of the Christian mem- 
bers of the new government 
which must be made up of 
Christians and Muslims on a 
50-50 basis. 

Mr. Hariri was originally 
expeetd to form the new 
government — his third 
since be tocrit office in Octo- 
ber 1992 — before the end 
of last week but his efforts 
ran into difficulties. 

Mr. Hrawi's bid to impose 


Christian politicians he con- 
siders more representative 
of the community ran 
counter to Mr. Hariri's aim 
of forming a government 
free of internal opposition to 
his policies which plagued 
his earlier cabinets. 

Simultaneous attacks on 
Mr. Hariri by Druze leader 
Walid Junblati. his former 
ally and a permanent fixture 
in the government, indicated 
that Mr. Hariri may not be as 
politically powerful as his 
.success in recent parliamen- 
tary elections had indicated, 
political sources said. 

“We cannot replace the 
absolute powers of the pres- 
ident with absolute powers 
of the prime minister," Mr. 
Juublatt declared at the 
weekend in a sharp attack on 
Mr. Hariri. 

“We cannot accept a per- 
son who tells us: Either me 
or the (Lebanese) pound will 
collapse," he add^. 

Political sources said Mr. 
Hariri's emergence from the 
elections at the head of one 
of the strongest parliamen- 
tary blocs and his attempt to 
rush through the appoint- 
ment of a cabinet tailored to 
his tastes may have caused 
concern that he was growing 
too powerful. 

The sources said Syrian 
leaders, whose 35,000 
troops in Lebanon make 
them the country's main 
power broker, may prefer to 
keep a balance between 
Lebanon's ruling troika — 
Mr. Hrawi, Mr. Hariri and 
parliament speaker Nabih 
Berri — rather than let Mr. 
Hariri become dominant 


Kuwaiti professor threatened 
with death for ‘blasphemy’ 


KUW.MT CITY (AFP) — 
A Kuwmti university pro- 
fessor who received . an 
anonymous letter threaten- 
ing to kill him for blasphe- 
my stiid iTue^y he., 
would/H^ot allow., the threat 
to disrt^.tJiis life. 

“I amt^'ing it seriously." 
said A^ad Baghdadi, 
head of political science at 
Kuwait University, refer- 
ring to a death threat he 
received after publishing an 
article about the Proper 
Mohammad. 

"I luTve to go to work. I 
have to take my children to 
school, 1 have to go to the 
supermarket to buy things. 

It is difficult to change your 
life because of a threat" 
Mr. Baghdadi told AFP. 
adding that the letter was 
being investigated by 
police. 

The letter, sent anony- 
mously to Mr. Baghdadi, 
accus^ htni of blasphemy 
and said, “some day you 
will taste the cup of death 
and sooner than you think." 

The letter, sent in Octo- 
ber. added that “bullets .. 
will take you to another 
world." 


“As a Muslim. I believe 
in God. Anyone can die any 
time, any place, if God 
wants it," said Mr. Baghda- 
_ di. 

. . TTie' threat ’was prompte^^^ 
an article published by' 
B^dadi in' a 'students 
joumd which said Prophet 
Mohammad “failed tp 
impose Islam on the society 
of Mecca for 13 years" 
while the new religion was 
accepted by followers in 
Medina. 

Mr. Bughdudi's oppo- 
nents object to the use of 
the word "failed" when 
referring to the Prophet. 

Mr. Baghdadi said the 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Ministry issued a religious 
ruling about the article say- 
ing Muslims should be 
more respectful of the 
Prophet. 

A professor in the Islamic 
department of the universi- 
ty has threatened to launch 
a case against him in the 
religious courts, but Mr. 
Baghdadi said he had not 
heard anything Ifom the 
courts. 
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Dnbai-based reporters visit the British aircraft carrier, HMS Invincible, on its arrival in Port Rashid in Dubai on Itaesday for 
a four-day port of call visit The ship forms part of the British naval presence in the Gulf and will be carrying out naval exer- 
ci^ with its allies in the region. HMS Invincible carrie Harrier jets on board and the anti-submarine Sea King helicopter 
(Reuters photoj 

Britain, UAE close to defence pact — Rifkind 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Britain is close to signing a 
defence pact with the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates (UAE) to 
guard against potential 
Iranian and other threats in 
the Gulf. British Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind 
said Tuesday. 

“There have been recent 
negotiations oa a defence 
cooperation agreement. 
That is now on the verge of 
final agreement," Mr. 
Rifkind told a press confer- 
ence here. 

“I expect there to be a sat- 
isfactory outcome to that in 
a week or so." Mr. Rifkind 
said during a Middle East 
tour that began in Israel and 
will end in Yemen. 

No details of tbe negotia- 
tions have been made avail- 
able but Britain's defence 
.paqt,, wifh Kuwait, .which 
,,w^s-.figi(ed afier the 1991' 
,,GuIf wf(^, calls forjoiptmil-! ' 
AW.-ti^rcises ..Wth hesti . 
country-'iforces. 

Mr. Rifkind said negotia- 
tions for th'e defence pact 
with the UAE were not 


motivated solely by tension 
between the UAE and Iran 
over the strategic Gulf 
islands of Abu Musa, Less- 
er Tunb and Greater Tunb. 

“It's part of a much wider 
interest we have in the 
independence and integrity 
of tbe UAE," Mr. Ri^nd 
said. 

*X)ur links with this coun- 
try go back over a hundred 
years. Although we have 
not bad any constitutional 
responsibility since the 
independence of the UAE 
25 years ago. we always 
remember our friends." he 
said. 

Mr. Rifkind said he had 
talks with UAE officials 
about both Iran and Iraq, 
and the Middle East peace 
process. 

He added thsu Abu Dhabi 
had taken a "very wise .and 
constructive approach') to 
resolving 'its ' diSF^ with 
.Lmn oyer ixid the 

other island by seeking .to 
present its case to the Inter- 
national Court Of Justice. 

“We very much hope Iran 


responds in a positive way," 
he added. 

The UAE accuses Iran of 
a de facto' annexation of the 
islands at the mouth to the 
world's busiest oil shipping 
lanes in violation of an 
agreement to administer 
them jointly. The issue has 
not been resolved. 

During his visit here, Mr. 
Rifkind also spoke of Iran's 
programme to develop 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, its opposition to the 
Middle East peace process, 
and its support for mili- 
tants. 

"We share the view of our 
hosts here with regard to 
the potential instability as a 
result of Iranian policy," 
Mr. Rifkind said. 

The U.S. nuiitary. which 
is the largest allied power in 


would help resolve con- 
flicts which is modelled on 
the Organisation for Securi- 
ty and Cooperation in 
Europe. 

The grouping would 
include all the nations of 
the Middle East, as well as 
hopefully eventually Iran 
and Iraq, along with the 
United States. France and 
Britain. 

It was still too early to 
know bow well the propos- 
al is received but it has been 
welcomed by the Turkish 
authorities and by official 
A1 Akhbar newspaper in 
Egypt, Mr. Rifkind said. 

Apart from the defence 
pact, Britain is plaiming to 
deploy naval forces in the 
Gulf over the next few 
months to demonstrate its 


the Gulf, describes Iraq as commitment to the defence 
the shnrf-t«- m~ ( ;);treat and" Tof itS "SJOffesr' ' 

Iran 

• Mb iLm Wy V i ^ i - rl ■ m A ■ ■ ■ 


When Mr. Rifkind arrived 
in the UAE from Israel on 
Monday, he proposed form- 
ing a regional body that 


around 20 other warships in 
tbe Gulf and Red Sea 
region. 


Amerlcasis in S. Arabia warned of possible new attacks 


RIYADH (AP) — The 
L'.S. embassy is warning 
.Americans in the klngdorn 
to be vigilant against possi- 
ble attacks in coming days. 

A recorded advisory for 
Americans, updated Mon- 
day. warned that U.S. presi- 
dential elections on Tues- 
day and the first anniver- 
sary of a Nov. 1 3 car bomb- 
ing of a U.S.-run military 
facility in Riyadh, the Saudi 
capital, could provide on 
excuse for more attacks on 
American interests in Saudi 
Arabia. 

The Riyadh attack killed 
five American.s and two 


Indians. Last June, a second 
bombing targeted a U.S. 
military housing complex 
near Dhahran, in eastern 
Saudi Arabia, killing 19 
American servicemen and 
injuring scores. 

"Elections in the United 
States...As well as the one- 
year anniversary of the 
bombing.. .In Riyadh could 
provide an excuse for ter- 
rorist groups to attack U.S. 
interests or facilities over 
the next seven to 10 days." 
the message said. 

The advisory urged 
Americans in the kingdom 
to exercise "increased cau- 


tion and vigilance." 

Security for the estimated 
40,000 Americans, includ- 
ing 5.000 military person- 
nel, who live in Saudi Ara- 
bia has been a top priority in 
tbe wake of the two bomb- 
ings. 

In August the Pentagon 
moved 4,0(X) Saudi-based 
troops to the remote A1 
Kha^ military base outside 
Riyadh in oi^r to provide 
better security for them. 

N^litants opposed to the 
presence of American 
tro^s in Saudi Arabia are 
believed to be behind the 
June attack near Dhaham. 


Four Saudi men were con- 
victed of canying out the 
Riyadh bombing and were 
beheaded in May. Saudi 
authorities have provided 
few clues about tbe investi- 
gation into the Dhahran 
bombing. Security sources 
have told the associated 
press that hundreds of sus- 
pects have been questioned 
and that dozens, induing a 
group of Shiite Muslims, 
are in detention. 

A foreign ministry source 
in Riyadh told the AP that 
the investigation was still 
ongoing. 


Netanyiihn to make November 14-20 'sisit to t/-S. 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Benyam:’ 
Netaityahu is to make a Nov. 14-20 \isii to the Uniieu 
Slates, officials said Tuesday. During his stay in the Unit- 
ed States, Mr. Netanyahu is to attend a meeting of major 
U.S. Jewish organisations in Seattle and an economic con- 
ference of top U.S. businessmen in Los Angeles, they said. 
The Israeli premier will also visit New York, where he will 
preside over a meeting of the American Israeli Public i 
Affairs Committee, they said. The officials said no meet- 1 
ings had yet been scheduled with U.S. officials but the 
itioerary for the visit was still being worked out. Accord- 
ing to the Maariv newspaper, Mr. Netanyahu will take 
some time out to do some skiing. .After his return from ^ 
United Slates, the Israeli leader will visit Ireland, which 
cufiently holds the rotating presidency of the European 
Union, and meet Irish Prime Minister John Bruton. 

Court upholds fraud charges against Olmert 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel's supreme court on Tuesday 
upheld fraud charges against Jerusalem Israeli mayor Ehud 
Olmeit. The court rejected a petition by Mr. (Dlmert to 
quash the charges. Mr. Olmert had claimed the attorney 
genera] based his decision to prosecute him on the testi- 
mony of two unreliable wimesses. Mr. Olmert has denied 
wroagdoing in connection with a financial scandal dating 
back to the 198S election campaign during which he serx'ed 
as treasurer of the Likud party. Mr. Olmert is suspected of 
having instructed an aide to offer Likud campaign contrih:-? 
utors fake receipts stating their donations were payment for 
advertiseroeat and therefore tax deductible. Last month, 
Mr. Olmert, who also is a Likud member of tbe 120-seat 
Knessett. relinquished his parliamentary immunity. After 
Tuesday's ruling, Mr. Olmert said he was still confident he 
would be acquitted. “We will go to court and 1 have no 
doubt thru the Judicial outcome in court, on the basis of the 
facts as we know them, will be to acquit me," he told Israel 
army radio. 

Bahrain calls for Arab front gainst teirorism 

CAIRO (AFP) — Bahraini Prime Minister Sheikh Khalifa 
Ben Salman A1 Khalifa called on Arab countries to forge a 
common front against terrorism, in remarks published 
Tuesday by the Egyptian government daily AI Ahram. 
‘Terrorism is one of the attempts aimed at undermining 
development and that is why we call on the Arabs to rally 
together and confiront it." tbe Bahraini prime minister said. 
He said his country backed efforts to hold an intemational 
conference to fight terrorism. At least 25 people have been 
killed in Bahrain since anti-government unrest erupted in 
December 1994 following the government's expulsion of 
Muslim Shiite religious leader Sheikh All Salman who 
headed a movement demanding the restoration of parlia- 
ment — suspended by the authorities. Sheikh Khalifa said 
his country had been the victim of “terrorism planned ar.) 
plotted abroad ... in an attempt to disrupt development pro- 
jects." turning to a territorial dispute with Qatar over con- 
trol of the Hawar islands in the Gulf, he stressed that his 
country wanted to maintain good neighbourly relations 
with Qatar. 

Kickbacks ‘in UJS/ helicopter sale to Israel 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli police have opened an investi- 
gation into alleged kickbacks in a sale of U.S. Panther heli- 
copters tb-tiiejsraeli armyr^I<(% sources^siijd^on 1^'esday. 
inye^tigatot's suspect the army overpaid- by $10 i^liron in 
(qtallih'g S60 miUjqri to buy ffife belicopfers and 
that tbe surplus went into the pockets of Americans and 
Israelis who arranged the sale. An Israeli intermediary 
heading a company connected to Israel's defence ministry 
has beeii questioned several times in tbe investigation but 
has denied receiving any money, the sources said. Lf.S. 
authorities are also participating in the case, they said. 

Briton gets 5 years in Kuwaiti prison 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A British businessman has been 
sentenced to five years in prison by a Kuwaiti court for a 
$670,(X)0 forgery, a newspaper and the British embassy 
said on Tuesday. Ian Beaumont was found guilty of forging 
a signature in order to illegally transfer 2(X),000 dinars 
IS670.0ID0) from tbe local account of a Lebanese business- 
I man Co his own Swiss account, the English-language .Arab 
Tunes said. A British embassy official said the embas,] 
had been informed by Beaumont's lawyer that the Briton 
was convicted and sentenced to five years in prison, but 
had no further details about the verdict “We are in close 
contact with his (Beaumont's) lawyer and family." the 
embassy official said. The official added that Mr. Beau- 
mont who was managing director of the financial services 
company Kuwait Sterling, would appeal. Mr. Beaumont 
was arrested at tbe end of March and has since been held 
in the central prison and then in tbe Talha jail for prisoners 
awaiting trial. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
m 7731U-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14ri)5 Muppet Show 

14:30 Drama 

15:00 Pyramide 

15:30 Serie — Les 

Compagnons de L' Adventure 
16:00 Doc. — Earth Revealed 

16:30 Blizzard Island 

17:00 News Flash 

17H)2 .....The Adveotuies andKelly 

17:30 Kelly 

18HH) Ushuaia 

19rin Lc Journal 

19:15 ..Magazine — Sports 
El Musique 

19l 30 News Headlines 

29:35 The Four Seasons 

20:00 ....Super Stars of Action 

20:30 Challenges 

21:10 NBA 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Drama — Bugs 

23:15 Jlart to Hart 

23:59 Comedy — - Who is 

the Boss? 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:33 Fajr 

05:52 (Sunrise)Duha 

U:19 Dhuhr 

14:20- 'Asr 

16:47 Maghreb 

18K)8 ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth 
ChordiSweinelL,Te1. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624.590 
Church of the Annunciation 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND 


Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 6S2S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331.. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Churdi Tel. 77 1 75 1 . 
Amman Intemational 
Church Tel, 827126 
Evangdical Lutheran 
Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter>Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Clnirdi <£ Nazaiene Td. 
675691. 

Tbe Evai^dical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Depanmeni of Meteorolosy> 
Relative cold weather condi- 
tions will prevail with a 
chance for .<;catiered showers. 
Skies will be partly cloudy and 
winds westerly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and .seas 
calm. . . ■ 

Amman 10/19 

Aqaba 15/26 

D^rts 9/22 


Jordan Valley 14/26 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 19. Aqaba 26 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 63 per 
cenL Aqaba 60 per cent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr.FayezDabbas 759135 

Dr. Adnan Zaghloul ..898140 

Dr. Mazen Nbali 830435 

Dr. Fakher BUbeiri ....663412 

liras pharmacy 66 1912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

Ai Asenui pharmacy 637055 

Ai Saiam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmrisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairookh pbarmacy 623672 

NaJib phannacy 847632 • 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

A] Quds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mazen Saffarini 
...985832 

Khalifeb phannacy ...985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 
Civil Defence Emergency 
199 

Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 


Fire Brigade 6I7I01 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Securi^ Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewer^e Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Mimicipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
66II01 

Jordan Television 77311 1 

Radio Jordan .77411 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
8I56I5 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. 64244 1 /2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 


Palestine, Sfameisani 

607071 

Shmeisani Hospital • 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
Al-Muasber Hospital 

667227/9 

Tbe Islannc, Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Kalian, Al-Mufa^ireai777 10 i /3 

Al-Bashir, 775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Spedai Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Ho5i»tal(09)986732 
AI Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafhes Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Uaya Hospital 

(03) 314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is .supplied 


by Royal Jordanian (RT) 
information department at .the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)332(X) where it 
should always be verified. 

. Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:35 Larnaca (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

08:55 Damascus (RJ) 

14:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:25 ..Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

16:35 Frankfurt (RJ) 

16:45 '..Istanbul (RJ) 

17:05 Paris (RJl 

17:45 ....Jiladrid. Geneva (RJ) 
17:50 ....Brussels, Vienna (RJ) 

18:10 J4)adon, Berlin (RJ) 

18:35 Rome (RJ) 

23:10 Beirut (RJ) 

00:10 Cairo (RJ) 

03:55 Singapore. Kuala 
Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:30 Cairo ('MS') 

10:00 ....Sanaa. Hudaidah (TY) 

.10:30 Jeddah (SV) 

12:35 Abu Dhabi. Karachi ( PK) 

12:40 Abu Dhabi (GF) 

13:30 Tunis (TU) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 


15:30 Algiers (AH I 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:00 ....Paris, Damascus (AF) 

21:40 .Tel .Aviv (LY) 

22:20 J.arnaca iC\') 

' 22:45 Athens. Beirut (OA) 

23:10 Istanbul (TK) 

23:15 Amsterdam (KL) 

01:55 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
08:30 Amsterdmi, New York 
(RJ) 

10:40 Berlin, London (RJ) 

10:45 — Rome (RJ) 

11:10 Istanbul (RJ) 

19:30 Colombo (RJ) 

19:35 Beirut (RJ) 

20:00 -...Bombay (RJ) 

20:05 ...Riyadh, Dhahran (RJl 

20:10 Cairo (RJ) 

20:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

21:15 Calcutta (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (TU) 

Other Flights 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 

10:20 Cairo (MS) 

11:00 .-Hudaidah, Sanaa (lY) 

12:00 Jeddah (SV) 

13:30'. Bahrain. Abu Dhabi GF) 

13:50 Beirut. Abu Dhabi, 

Karachi (PK) 

14:30 .Tunis (TU) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 


16:20 Shariqah (AH) 

22:50 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:10 Larnaca (CY) 

23:55 ...Damascus, Paris (AF) 

Royal Wings (RW) Fli gh ts 

09:50 Marka (RW) 

20:50 Aqaba (RW) 


Upper/kwer price inJUsperkg. 

Apple 700^00 

Banana. .550/550 

Banana (impoited)....,....800/600 

Cabbage 100/80 

Carrot -...260/170 

Cauliflower. - 240/180 

(Tucumber (large) : 180/120 

Cucumber (small) 550/250 

Eggplant. — : 170/120 

Garlic .700/500 

Grapes! l.._ .450/300 

Guava -...40QG00 

Lemon 550/100 

Marrow (laige) 200/120 

Marrow (small) 500/200 

Onion (green) 500/200 

Onion (dry) 130/80 

Olive (grran) 500/450 

Olive (black) .....800/500 

Orange .600/420 

Pear ...500/400 

Pepper (hot) 500/250 

Pfeppen sweet) 250/180 

pbtato 

Spinach 2S0/1O0 

String Bean. — 470/330 

Tomato 280/180 
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ueen visits Madaba Mosaic School... Physicians dissatisfied 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Qu^ Noor nies- 
toured the Madaba 
Mosaic School, which she 
opened last Noveisber upon 
her inauguiation of the 
Madaba Archaeological 
^ 0 ^ according to a Royal 
Court Statement 

The Queen also attended a 
worksb^ on the restoration 

of the ^tb century Madaba 
mosaic map, a replica of 
wUcb win be exhibited next 
September in Amman, Cairo 
and Jerusalem as part of an 
iBternaldooal • -toUoquium 
and lecture series commem- 
oiating the map’s century. 

She also inspected the 
Madaba School's mosaic 
lesioration projects in die 
Church of the Apostles, 


which has one of the best 
dated and signed figurative 
mosaic pavements of sixth 
century Madaba. 

The Queen expressed the 
country’s pride in the metic- 
ulous high standard set by 
the students and graduates 
of the Madaba School, 
which has evolved into an 
'^artistic and cultural 
haven,” adding that their 
fine work will open differ- 
ent career opportunities and 
contribute to Jordan's con- 
temporary cultural and artis- 
tic movement, the statement 
said. 

The Mossuc School, a 
cooperative project between 
Italy and Jordan, was found- 
ed in 1991 by the Franciscan 
Archaeological Institute of 


Ml Nebo to train local 
mosaic conservators and 
artists and is located within 
the Archaeological Park. 

The school comprises four 
renovated buildings and is 
the only secondary school in 
Jordan and the Middle East 
to specialise in conservation 
and restoration, the state- 
ment said. 

It offers an annual three- 
year course to IS students 
who are eligible upon the 
completion of the tenth 
grade and has developed 
joint training programmes 
with Jordan and Yarraouk 
universities. 

The school, which has 
granted 7 scholarships in the 
last four years, is cunently 
working with the ministry 


on an additional work-study 
programme whereby stu- 
dents may receive a diploma 
in addition to their Tawjihi 
certification. 

The Queen was received 
by Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities Saleh Znsbeidat, 
Director of the Department 
of Antiquities Ghazi Bisheh. 
Italian Ambassador 

Francesco Cerulli. Michele 
Piccirillo of the Franciscan 
Archaeological Institute of 
Ml Nebo, Governor of 
Madaba Abdel Karim Mal- 
lahmeh. School Director 
George Iskandar and the 
Italian Coordinator’s Con- 
sultant Maysoun Khouri. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Tues- 
day met with the newly- 
appointed Director of tte 
United Nations University’s 
International Leadership 
Academy (UNU/ILAl Pro- 
fessor Adel Safty to discuss 
the programme of the Acad- 
emy’s Erst annual session 
scheduled to begin next 
summer. 

According to a Royal 
Couit statement, the session 
will include workshops and 
interactive ' discussions 


between distinguished 
keynote speakers and SO 
other participants — “fel- 
lows” selected from 5 conti- 
nents — on topics such as 
peace and security, leader- 
ship and civil society, sus- 
tainable developmenL glob- 
al economics, culture and 
reiigioD. 

The programme will also 
include one week of travel in 
Che region, the statement 
said 

The Queen said that His 
Majesty King Hussein, who 


expressed Jordan's support 
of the Academy last October 
at the U.N. General Assem- 
bly, embodies the ideals of 
’leadership, conunitmem 
and humanity ...which the 
UNUJILA hopes to share 
^^dth its fellows.” 

The UNU/ILA was 
launched last year by the 
Queen and Secretary Gener- 
al of the United Nations Dr. 
Boutros Ghali Friday at the 
U.N. Headquarters in New 
York on the occasion of the 
U.N.'s 50th anniversary cel- 


ebrations and will be based 
in Amman as well as the fimt 
global leadership (raifiing 
facility. 

According to the state- 
ment, It will also be the first 
U.N. institution to be initiat- 
ed and established in the 
Middle East. 

Attending the meeting 
were Advisor to Che Rector 
of the United Nations Uni- 
versity Abdul Salam Majali 
and Che Queen's Liaison 
Officer for UNU/ILA Basma 
Lozi. 


Royal Air Academy certifies trainees 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Royal Air Academy (RAA) 
Tuesday cerofied a group of 
S3 trainees from Jordan and 
seven additional countries 
who completed their 18- 
month craioisg courses on 
flying commercial aircraft 

HRH Prince Faisal Ben A1 
Hussein attended the gradu- 
ation ceremony and pre- 
sented wings and diplomas 
to the graduate who hail^ 

I , from Jordan, Saudi Aratta,, „ 

Lebanon, Syn^ and Ira^, 'j-,, 

During the lieremony, toe' 
Prince also distributed meri- 
torial certificates to veteran 
staff who have been with the 
academy for at least 20 
years. 

Addressing the graduation 
ceremony, RAA Director 
General Mohammad 

Khawaldeh said that the 
graduates received their 
training in English, attended 
700 hours of lectures and 
flew for 170 hours in single- 
engine training planes as 






By Fi^cesca Ciriaci 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Many physi- 
cians have criticised the 
memorandum of under- 
standing recently sigi^d 
between the Jordanian 
Medical Association 
(JMA) and the government 
and are continuing their 
eariier demands for higher 
salaries and additional 
allowance, sources at the 
JMA said Tuesday. 

*T7ie increase (in 
salaries) provided for by 
the agreement is judged by 
a targe majority of physi- 
cians as minimaJ,” JMA 
President Bassam Dajani 
told the Jordan Times, 
adding that such increase 
amounts to “only JD30 a 
month” for many medical 
professitms. 

Hie memorandum of 
understamling, signed on 
OcL 19, averted a projected 
sit-in and a p^ible strike 
planned by ^e JMA to 
press their demands for 
higher salaries and bener 
wcMking conditions for 
physiciarts employed in the 


Seminar 
covers safe 
fertiliser 


usage 


HRB Prince Faisal Ben AI Husseio Ibesday presents wings and dipJomas to gradu- 
ates frirni the Royal Air Academy (Petra photo) 


weU as flying 30 hours in Khawaldeh. the academy, board has given its consent 

double-engme planes and which was founded* in 1971. for the purchase of a number 

participating in 50 hours of aims to transform itself into of modem training aircraft 

simulator training. a full-fledged civil aviation to augment its present ten 

According to Mr. university and the RAA aircraft fleet and simulator. 


simulator training. 
According to 


to augment its present ten 
aircraft fleet and simulator. 


JD15 m hotel to open 
on the Dead Sea 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A new JD15 
milUoD hotel will open at the 
begimung of 1999 in the 
Suwaim^ development area 
on die Dead Sea shore, 
according to a press release 
issued Tuesday by the 
Amman Marriott Hotel 
The hotel, owned by the 
Business Iburism Company 
(BTC), will include h^th 
and medical facilities along 
with suites and deluxe 
chalets and will be managed 
by Marriott InteroatioDal. 

In a signing ceremony yes- 
terday with Marriott 
International representa- 
tives, BTC Chairman Nadim 
Muasher said construction 
works are scheduled to start 
. the middle of] next 
year;” 

On behalf of Mairion 
btemational. Vice President 
Tar Inremational Hotel 
Development Bart Carnham 


and Director of the Legal 
Department William Texuiis 
signed the agreement with 
Muasher, conEmung 
Marriott's manageraeat of 
the new Dead Sea resort. 

According to a press state- 
oienL the project will be 
located on a tii-duoum area 
allocated by tite Jordan Val- 
ley Authority especially for 
tourism development pur- 
poses. 

The projecL drawn up by 
the British firm HOK Im'l in 
coordination with Ja’afar 
Toukan & partners, based in 
Jordan, envisages “a garden 
frame to create a relaxed 
atmosphere including ele- 
ments of Jordan’s historic 
and cultural heritage,” the 
statement said. 

It also said that the resort is 
aimed at attracting “internal 
tourism, as the resort will 
offer all that is needed to 
enhance ... family tourism 
and its development in Jor- 
dan.” 


FILMS 

•-^^QrthMger Abb^" at thc British Council at 7:00 p.in. 

LECTURE 

. nH winnme nt ' of Aisbic Dictionaries by George 
Abdiri Masih at Abdul Hajaiecd Sboman Foundation, Jabal 
Amoian'-at 6:0() pjo. 

Ar r POLITICAL SEMINAR 

?! ^irigar MHTiih ar discusring “theoretical fiamewofe for 
party conceits and women's status and participarion 
iapai^ p^iicsr at, the headquarcas of the m 

tioeT^-<*Thitd-Ciicle. JaW Amman (6:00 p.m- — 8:UU 


Seminar to look at 
Arab perspective 
of peace process 

By Sacha Bag^ 

Special to tfu Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The International Press Institute CIPI) 
will hold a seminar entitled ”An Evaluation of the 
Peace Process (An Arab Perspective)” here Satur- 
day designed to acquaint members of the hernia- 
based, worldwide media organisation with "An 
Arab View of the Middle East Peace Process.” 

The seminar will take place on the second day of 
the IPI’s annual conference to be held in Amman 
and will be a continuation of a similar seminar held 
in Israel last year, which gave members of the IPI 
an insight into the Israeli perspective of the region- 
al political circumstances and therefore further 
enrich the understanding of the worldwide media of 
this subjecL Nabil Sharif, editor-in-chief of Al Dus- 
tour Arabic daily and presenter of a welcoming 
address told the Jordan Times. 

Statements will be made by guest speakers under 
the topical headings of "Challenges for the Middle 
EasL” "The most urgent needs of the Palestinian 
people,*' “The development of independent media 
in the region,” and “The development of indepen- 
dent media in Jordan.” 

The guest speakers include past and present gov- 
ernment officials from around the region, such as 
Brst Under Secretary to the Egyptian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs Osama Baz, former Prime Minister 
of Jofoan Abdul Salam Majali and Assistant Under 
Secretary to the Ministry of Economy and Trade of 
the PalestiniaD National Authority Samir Huldleh. 

Representatives from the United Nations and the 
Union of Arab Journalists will also take part in the 
seminar. 

Discussions will be chaired by membei? of the IPl 
Peter Preston, chairman of the IPI and editorial 
director of the Guardian Media Group in London, 
and Johannes Gross, vice-chairman of the IPI and a 
Cologne-based columnist. 





AMMAN (Petra) — On 
the second of a three-day 
symposium on use of fer- 
tilisers to achieve sustain- 
able agricultural develop- 
meoL participants Tues- 
day, n^ew^ national 
policies in - Jordan and 
Egypt and' their imp^ on 
the cost and marketing of 
fwtiiisers. 

Assembled at the 
Jerusalem Hotel, partici- 
pants from thirteen coun- 
tries reviewed reports on 
appropriate usage of 
organic and chemical fer- 
tilisers in increasing food 
production, representa- 
tive of the UN. Food and 
Agricoltuie Organisation 
(FAO) Dr. Ghassan Ham- 
dallab said. 

The UN. agency organ- 
ised the meeting in con- 
junction with the Arab 
Federation of Chemical 
Fertilisers (AFCF). 

Also di»:u5sed was: dif- 
ferent typ^ of fertilisers 
suitable for varying Mid- 
dle Eastern climates, 
regional and inteniaiional 
cooperation witii national 
autiKHittes and agricul- 
tural extension services to 
guide farmers in safe fer- 
tiliser usage. 

Dr. Hamdallah 

informed the opening ses- 
sion Monday that the 
Middle East faces serious 
challenges due to water 
shortages and that 70 per 
cent of the region is arid 
or desertified with very 
few water resources 

He noted that the coun- 
tri^ of the r^ion used a 
combined total of 
500,000 tonnes of fertilis- 
ers in 1961 but added that 
(temand for the commod- 
ity rose ID eight million 
tonnes in 1994 to accomo- 
date the growing popula- 
tion's fex^ needs. 

Aside from fertiliser 
usage, the reports are 
focusing on the effects of 
fertilisers on the climate, 
the effects of agricultural 
policies on production 
and modem techniques 
for increasing food pro- 
duction through the use 
of fertilisers. 

T^e countries anending 
the meeting, opened by 
Minister of Agriculture 
Mustafa Shneikat are Jor- 
dan, Egypt, Syria, Iraq, 
Lebanon, Morocco, 
Tunisia, Palestine, Saudi 
Arabia, Turkey, Cj^rus 
and a number of regional 
oiganisations. 


public sector. buL never- 
theless, it seems to have 
left many JMA members 
dissatisfied. 

According to press 
reports, the memoraadum 
stipulated a 30 to 60 per 
cent raise in the overtime 
allowance granted to physi- 
cians and dentists, and it 
called for increases in over- 
time allowances for several 
other medical professions, 
such as nurses, midwives, 
phannacists and veterinari- 
ans. 

Dr. Dajani, who signed 
the agreement together 
with Minister of Health 
Aref Bataioeh and Minister 
of Administrative Develop- 
ment Kama] Nasser, said he 
considered the memoran- 
dum “a Erst step to be fol- 
lowed by further measures 
aimed at obtaining more 
benefits in the future,” but 
admitted that many doctors 
employed in the public sec- 
tor “want to reject it.” 

Confirming local press 
reports that 700 physicians 
have signed a petition ask- 
ing for an extraordinary 
general assembly of the 


association. Dr. Dajani said 
that however, “no official 
request (for such a special 
session! has yet been for- 
warded before the JMA 
board.” 

Nonetheless, “an extraor- 
dinary general assembly 
could be summoned in the 
next two weeks," he said, 
adding that many , doctors 
are (still) "strongly sup- 
porting the idea of an open 
strike.” 

Meanwhile. another 
storm seems likely to hit 
the JMA in the near future. 

A report by a special 
committee appointed by 
the prosecutor genera) to 
investigare ^regularities in 
the JMA's Pension and 
Social Security Fund is 
expected to be released in 
two months. Dr. Dajani 
said. 

Investigations by the 
prosecutor general started 
after a report covering the 
fund’s activities from 1989 
to 1994 and released last 
summer uncovered "ineffi- 
cient financial manage- 
menL failure to abide by 
accounting rules, corrup- 


tion, speculation and abuse 
of funds." 

Media sources quoted the 
report as showing that the 
JMA's Pension and Social 
Security Fund sustained a 
loss of JD1.3 and JD2.2 
million respectively in 
1994 and 1995 “as a result 
of faulty invesunents." 

Media reports also stated 
that records of the revenues 
and expenses for West 
Bank physicians indicated 
a gap of JD37.270. while 
two cheques totalling JD 
33.000 were issued to West 
Bank doctors wi±out a 
JMA board approval. 

Commenting on the case. 
Dr. Dajani said "some of 
the (JMA) accouniams 
have been involved in mis- 
managing and mishandling 
of Pension and Social 
Security Fund’s'money." 

“Now everything is in the 
prosecutor general's 
hands." he said, adding that 
“it is t possible, for the 
ti' .ng. to quantify the 
fund .<> losses due to corrup- 
tion, speculation or abuse.” 


Islamic Bank signs $25 million 
loan agreement with ministry 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Islamic Bank Tuesday 
signed a $25 million loan 
agreement with the Min- 
istry of Supply to partially 
cover the cost of wheat 
imports. 

Minister of Supply Munir 
Sobar signed the deal with 
the bank's General Manag- 
er Mousa Shehadeb and 
said at the signing ceremo- 
ny that the deal demon- 
strates cooperation between 
the public and private sec-' 
tors in meeting ' nation^ 
economy r^’mreoients. 

“The loan 'will be used to 
pay the cost of a consign- 
ment of 150,000 tonnes of 


wheat whose prices on the 
international markets have 
declined recently,” the min- 
ister said. 

He said that the ministry 
will be paying S16S for a 
tonne of wheat and is 
enthusiastic about the 
opportunity to purchase this 
gr^ at r^uced prices on 
world markets. 

Mr. Sobar had earlier 
announced tbai Jordan con- 
sumes an annual 680,0()0 
tonnes of wheat and fiuther 
stated that " die ininistry 
awarded a tender to a Jor- 
danian merchant to pur- 
chase the 150,000 tonnes 
from the United States. 


He said that the first ship- 
ment would arrive within 
the first three months of 
next year. 

“This is not the first time 
that the ministry cooper- 
ates with the Islamic Bank 
for food supply purchases 
as the bank also financed 
ministry food purchases for 
the past three years, 
totalling S250 million.” 
hfr. Sobar stated. 

'■ ’''Under;’ the of the 
agr^mehL '*'&e ministry 
will be pa>i^’^for the loan 
in six mohdiiy instalments, 
after a six-month grace 
period. 


UNRWA to receive $7.3 m 
grant from Japan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) is 
scheduled to receive a $7.3 million grant 
from Japan to partially finance the agency's 
food programmes for needy Palestinian 
refugees, according to an agreement 
signed at the UNRWA head-office in Wadi 
Seer Tuesday. 

According to UNRWA, these refugees 
constitute five per cent of the total number 
of registered refugees. 

UNRWA Commissioner General Peter 
Hansen and Japanese Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Takayuki Kimura signed the deal pre- 
vious to their joint inauguration of the 
agency’s new headquarters at the UNRWA 
complex to serve as the new agency’s head- 
quarters. 


The new building was financed through 
another Japanese grant, totalling $2 million 
to the agency to cover the cost of new 
buildings at the agency’s headquarters in 
Amman and Gaza. 

Japan, which last year granted LlNRWA 
$30 million, is the agency's largest donor. 

Mr. Hansen thanked Japan for its contri- 
butions including the Wadi Seer building 
which cost $600,000. 

During a tour of the complex, Mr. Kimu- 
ra said his government plans to increase its 
donations to the Palestinians through the 
UNRWA or the Palesuaian National 
Authority, noting that Japan will announce 
the new sum at the coming UNRWA donors 
meeting to be held in Amman next roontii. 


Tour guides to undergo 
additional training 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities is trairiing 
tourist guides in order to 
provide them with increased 
skills and information. Min- 
ister of Tourism Saleh 
Irsbeidat said Tuesday. 

Addressing a general 
meeting of the Tourist 
Guides .Association at the 
Amman Regency Hotel, the 
minister said that the min- 
istry is in the process of 
upgrading and modernising 
tourist-related regulations in 
order to prepare for new 
developments in regional 
and international tourist 
activities. 

"The role of a tourist 
guide is essential to the 
tourism Industry as he or 
she provides necessary 
information about the King- 
dom's history, past civilisa- 
tions and achievements,” 
Dr. Irsbeidat said. 

He stressed that tourist 
guides' behaviour, educa- 
tion and services are equal- 
ly important factors for a 
successful tourist industry. . 


Dr. Irsbeidat affirmed that 
his minisuy is ready to help 
the association promote its 
programmes while protect- 
ing member interests. 

During the meeting, 
attended by Ministry Secre- 
tary General Akram Masar- 
weh, the tourist guides pre- 
sented their own requests 
especially in matters con- 
nected with work distribu- 
tion in different areas of the 
Kingdom. 

Their petition also cov- 
ered aspects related to the 
association and the provi- 
sion of facilities and tourist 
services at archaeological 
sites. 

The minister replied that 
his ministiy has been con- 
ducting a study on the pro- 
vision of utilities and ser- 
vices at archaeological 
sites. 

Tlus was the second meet- 
ing oiganised by the min- 
istry to discuss means of 
stimulating the tourism 
industry which has suffered 
a recent decline, attributed 
to political conflict in the 


Middle East. 

Dr. Irsbeidat Sunday met 
with representatives of 
tourist and travel agencies 
to announce a "Discover 
Jordan" programme 

designed to boost the indus- 
try. 

One phase of the pro- 
gramme entails reducing 
transportation rates and 
hotel fares both of which, in 
the past few months, have 
wimessed a great number of 
reservation cancellations. 
Meanwhile, the director of 
the tourism and archaeology 
department at the ancient 
Nabatean city of Petra enu- 
merated that 37,400 tourists 
visited the ancient city in 
October altogether paying 
JD 710,525. 

Department Director 
Suleiman Farajat also stated 
that the total number of 
tourists visiting Petra in the 
first 10 months of this year 
was 321,297 who con- 
tributed JD5,742,205. 

In the same period last 
year a total of 276,472 
tourists visited Petra. 
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Yeltsin heart operation ‘a success’ 


MOSCOW lAFP) — Presi- 
deni Boris Yeltsin's seven- 
hour heart bypass sui;gery 
was declared a success 
Tuesday as the Russian 
leader was iransfcrred from 
the operating theatre to 
intensive cure. 

"We confirm that the ope- 
ration ended successfully.'' 
u Kremlin spokesman told 
AFP. 

A source at the Chazov 
Cardiological Centre, where 
it took place, told AFP that 
Mr. Yeltsin. 63. had been 
moved into intensive care to 
recover and could remain 
uncon.<^ciou.s until early 
Wednesday morning. 

Before going under anaes- 
thetic for the operation at 
0400 GMT. Mr. Yeltsin 
signed a decree giving 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin control of the 
nuclear arsenal and all other 
presidential powers. 

Under the con.'iriimion. 
Mr. Yeltsin will sign a fur- 
ther decree taking back his 
powers as soon as he is suf- 
ficiently well. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin told 
lnterfa.\ News Agency that 
he thought this would hap- 
pen in the near future. 

The operation was seen a.s 
the ailing Russian leader's 
last chance to restore his 
waning authority and sen-e 
out the rest of hi.s term to 
2000. He ha.-< suffered three 
heart attacks in the past 15 
months. 


Pioneering U.S. heart sur- 
geon Michael Debakey. 
who oversaw but did not 
take part in the open-heart 
surgery. ha.s said the Rus- 
sian leader should make a 
full recovery in .si.\ to eight 
weeks. 

Kremlin spokesman Ser- 
gei Yasirzhcmbsky said the 
president was “confident, 
optimi.stic and joking" be- 
fore undergoing surgery. a.s- 
king Che chief Kremlin doc- 
tor; “Have you cot your 
knife ready?" 

In an address to the nation 
prior to surgery'. Mr. Yeltsin 
assured that “the country' 
will not be without a leader 
for a single second" and that 
he was "confident every- 
thing will go well." 

He assured that he hud “no 
intention of spending a long 
time in hospital. I think I 
will soon be working us 
before." 

Meanwhile, the nation had 
nothing to worry about, he 
said, because “Chernomyr- 
din and the other colleagues 
are reliubie people. 

A great re.spon.sibility 
rests on them." 

The triple or quadruple 
bypass to repair blocked 
arteries had only a two to 
four per cent risk of failing. 
Dr. Debakey had said. 

.An all-Russian team of 12 
doctors, including four sur- 
geons. performed the opera- 
tion in which healthy blood 
vessels, usually taken from 


the chest and leg. are graft- 
ed onto the coronary arter- 
ies to bypass the blocked 
sections. 

During the operation, the 
heart is stopped and the 
patient is kept artiflcally 
alive by a heart-lung ma- 
chine which takes over the 
heart's job of pumping 
blood around the b^y. 

Teams of U.S. and 
German cardiologists moni- 
tored the operation on 
closed-circuit television, 
but did not enter the operat- 
ing theatre itself or give 
advice to Mr. Yeltsin's Kam 
of Russian surgeon.s. the 
medical source at the 
Chazov Centre told AFP. 

Mr. Yeltsin thanked Rus- 
sians for their letters and 
telegrams of support during 
his illness, saying; "Those 
feelings and kind words are 
more important than any 
medicine. In these difficult 
moments, my family has 
always helped me. Thanks 
to my wife and my daugh- 
ters." 

“You know everything 
that I have done. 1 do and 
will do. is in the name of 
Russia, for your good and 
your lives." 

Numerous members of the 
president's family were 
gathered at the Chazov Cen- 
tre. Echo Moscow radio 
reported. 

Mr. Yeltsin's heart attacks 
— the most recent one just 
before his gruelling July 3 
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Crouds nf curious onlookers view the coffin of former Sri Lankan President Junius 
Richard Jayewardene who was given a state funeral in a Colombo suburb Tuesday. 
Jayewardene, who ruled the Indian Ocean island from 1977 to 1988 as prime minis- 
ter and as its first executive president died Friday at age 90 after a brief illness 
( Reuter photo) 


Sri Lanka cremates former leader 


KELANIY.A, Sri Lanka |R» — Sri Lanka 
bid fitfcwell Monday lo former Presideni 
Junius Richard Jayewardene. cremating his 
body after a funeral procession lo an 
ancient Buddhist temple. 

JaycuonJene. « lio died Frida\ at age 
was his country 's first executive president 
and scnippcd rigid socialist economic poli- 
cies for the free mttrkei — the first such 
experiment in south .Asia. 

But his legacy is marred by the separatist 
rebellion of minority Tamils still lighting 
for an independent stale in northern and 
eastern Sri Lanka, hisiori.ins said. 

The proces'‘ion drew crowds of calm but 
curious onl«»okers who lined the streets to 
watch hi.s body transported to Kclaniyu. a 
northern suburb of Colombo, where he had 
asked to be cremated. 

Helicopters rained tlower petals on the 
procession as it wended its w.ay pj.st 
Buddhist and Hindu templc.s. mosques and 
cafhcdntl.s in scorching niid-afrerTtoon sun. 

The crowd showed few signs of sorrow at 
the deaiii of Jayaw.irdcne. who retired in 
IQS*3 after half a cenluiy in politics. 

The funeral and cremation were conduct- 
ed under a tight security cordon by police 
mindful of past suicide bombings by Tamil 
activists. The ceremony ended without vio- 
lence or disorder. 

Jayewardene. a devout Buddhist, had 
asked that his .xshes be scattered in the Ke- 
iani River where legend has it the Buddha 
bathed during a visit lo the Indian Ocean 
island. 

Some 10.000 onlookers gathered around 


the Kelaniya Sacred City Temple complex 
to hear Buddhist chants and testimonials 
from political colleagues before Jayawar- 
denc's casket was set alight inside an or- 
nate. five-licred cloth stupa some 23 metres 
high. 

The %itlagc of Kelaniya was the .home 
.scat from w hich Jayewardene ‘s entered par- 
liament in 194.V 

'The man widely acknowledged to be 
modem Sri l.anka's most asnjtc politician 
... will go on his last journey more as a spir- 
itualist than the master of realpolilik that he 
was." the sf.itc-owned Observer said in an 
editorial. 

"WiUi his patrician manner and his aristo- 
cratic ways. JR would have made a gi'od 
Rom.m emperor and the sty le and the age 
would have suited the man." it said. 

Jayewardene. popularly known as “JR", 
ruled the island from 1977 to 19SS r.s prime 
minister and as its first executive president. 

The government of President Chundrika 
Kumuratunga declared Monday a day of 
national mourning and public institutions 
flew the national flag at half most. 

Jayawardcnc's reputation as a strongman 
and one of south Asia's shrewdest leaders 
.suffered after his mid-19S0s efforts to settle 
Sri Lanka's ethnic conflict failed and Tamil 
rebcl.s intcn.sificd their vvar. which still 
plagues the country. 

.‘\ficr his retirement in I9S9 from 50 years 
of political life. Jayewardene bore the brunt 
of criticism for the island's ccnnomic and 
poliitcul ills. 


Flooding begins in Iceland after 
subglacial volcanic eruption 


REYKJAVIK (AFPl — A 
flood e.xpecied by experts, 
following a monlh-long 
volcanic eruption under 
Iceland's Vatnajockiill Gla- 
cier stoned early Tuesday, 
threatening bridges and 
roads in on uninhabited urea 
east of the capital, e.xperts 
.said. 

Scientists at the Icelandic 
Ccolhcnnic Insiiiuie. who 
have been monitoring the 
volcano, said the niclring 
water which has accumulat- 
ed in the Orimssoetn L.xkc 


was overflowing at some 
7.000 cubic metres per sec- 
ond towards the south of the 
glacier, threatening bridges 
and roads located in the 
uninhabited area some 200 
kilometres east of Reykja- 
\ik. 

The water was racing 
through tunnels under the 
glacier and across the black 
volcanic sand towards the 
North .Atlantic sea. volc.i- 
noiogist and water expert 
Ami Snorrasson told 
Icelandic Radio. 


.According to Mr. .Snorras- 
son. the flow of water was 
increasing “.it a p.icc never 
before seen" and could 
reach up 40-50.rt0ff cubic 
metres per second. 

Since the craption began 
under Iceland's largest vol- 
cano a month ag*.'.. snme 
nine billif'.': cubic metres of 
water hasc accamulatcd in 
the Grint.svLCin Lake under 
the glacier, which coxers 10 
per cent nf Icclord. 


reelection victory over 
Communist leader Gennady 
Zyuganov — kept him 
away from the Kremlin and 
risked making him a lame- 
duck president 

World leaders were 
watching the operation 
closely since Mr. Yeltsin. 
Russia's first democratical- 
ly elected presideni. is con- 
sidered to be the guarantor 
of stability and continued 
free market and democratic 
reforms. 

The Russian Stock Market 
was calm, with investors 
having long prepared for the 
possible instability caused 
by the operation, which Mr. 
Yeltsin himself announced 
two months ago. 

In Washington Monday. 
U.S. State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said that the United Stales 
“wishes President Yeltsin 
the best for a successful 
operation and a full recov- 
ery." 

He added that Washington 
had “excellent" relations 
with Mr. Chernomyrdin. 

Japan's Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Seiroku Kajiyama 
said that “w-c wish for a suc- 
cess in the operation and hi.s 
early recovery'." 

Foreign Minister Yukihiko 
Ikedu also said he hoped 
Mr. Yeltsin w'ould be “able 
to return to his normal busi- 
ness at an earlv date." 


Rao loses 


battle for 


bail in 


forgery 


case 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — An 
Indian court Tuesday re- 
jected former Indian Prime 
. Mird$tVr P*V. Norasimhu 
Rao's. appeal for extension 
of boil in a forgery case, 
leaving him battling to stay 
out of jail. 

But the 75-year-old lea- 
der's counsel said he would 
challenge the ruling. 

“My client w ill move to a 
higher court against the 
order." lawyer R.K. .Anand 
said, following chief met- 
ropolitan magi.straic Prem 
Kumar *.s ruling. 

Mr. Kumar said Mr. Rao. 
on bail since Oct. 9. would 
remain a free man for 
another next week but 
should “surrender" on or 
before Nov. 

14. subject to a fresh rul- 
ing from a higher enurr. 

The judge, in a 36-pape 
order, said since Mr. Rao's 
Congress >]» Party gave 
crucial support in the 
United Front govemnicnt 
in New Delhi, “there was u 
possibility of tampenng of 
evidence in the ease" if his 
bail was exteruJed. 

The United News of 
India said a tense-looking 
Mr. R .10 walked from the 
court at the high-sccumy 
Vigyan Bhawan Confe- 
rence Complex after Mr. 
Kumar's judgement and 
ordered his counsel to ap- 
peal against the order. 

Mr. Rao. who was pnme 
minister for five years until 
May and is also facing 
eharces in two other cor- 
ruption cases, w as arrested 
by the Central Bureau of 
Invesiiganon iCBI » on Oct. 
9 but was immediately 
given bail. 

Tlic case, known os the 
St. Kitts .scandal, dales 
back to 19S9 w hen Mr. Rao 
was the foreign minister. 
He wa.s accused by ihe CBI 
of masterminding a li>rgcry 
to try frame then t»pjx.wi- 
tion leader Vj'.hw.math 
Prabip Singh. 

The scandal got its nnme 
because the alleged nftend- 
ers sought to make out that 
Mr. Singh and his son vi«i- 
lalcd Indian law- by putting 
S21 million in a bank ac- 
enunt in the Caribbean 
island nf St Kitts. 

The judge also rejected 
the boil application nf ant»- 
ther accused. 

K.K. Tc'wary. who 
the junior foreign minister 
under Mr. Rao. and can- 
celled bail given to Hindu 
mystic Chandraswami. u 
Rao confidant, and one of 
his aides. 
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Britain 


says no 
easing of 
IRA truce 


terms 


Rebels from the Democratic Ailiance Force of Congo Zaire greet each other in down- 
town Bukavu *niesday. The rebels who look over the town ncariy one week ago have 
encouraged the civilians who fled the fighting to return home and work with them 
(Reuter photo) 


African leaders gather for 


BELFAST (R) -- Britain 
Monday lulerti^r any 
deals with IRAgunrillasio 
admit their Sinn Fein polit- 
ical wing to current . 
Northern Ireland peace ' 
talks. 

The territory's new police 
chief earlier warned Bri- 
tons to expect further IRa ' ' 
attaclcs and ruled out any- 
immediate new truce by Uk 
hardline Republicans. ' 

Northern Ireland Seers, 
tary Sir Patrick Maybeit 
said Britain insisted that 
the IRA call an unequivo- 
cal ceasefire to its war 



summit on Zaire crisis 


NAIROBI (R) — African 
leaders gathered Tuesday 
for their first summit on the 
WOT in ea.siem Zaire whore 
more than a million Hutu 
refugcc.s are at risk. 

Hopc.s for progress at the 
Nairobi talks were dimmed 
by Zaire's boy'cotu 

Kenyan President Daniel 
Arap Moi was set to meet 
leaders of Tanzania. Ethio- 
pia. Uganda. Rwanda. 
Zambia. Eritrea and 
Cameroon for talLs on 
Africa'.s most serious cri.sis 
since the 1994 genocide of 
TuLsi.s in Rwanda in the 
same “Great Lakes" region. 

Kenya confirmed Zairean 
Prime Minister Kongo Wa 
Dondo. under fire at home 
for the army's feeble show- 
ing against Tutsi rebels, 
would not be present at (he 
talks. 

Kenyon Foreign Minister 
Kolonzo Musyoka. explain- 
ing Kendo's absence, told 
Reuters: “Kengo has been 
given a dressing down in his 
parliament, (which was) 
suggesting that he may be 
an accomplice before and 
after the fact, which is why 
he may be taking a tough 
line." 

Kengo is half-Tutsi, a 
dangerous thing to be in 
Kin.sha.<ia aRer the lightning 
offensive by Tui.vi-lcd 
rebels who have wrested 
control of much of Zaire's 


two eastern provinces. 

Without Zaire and 
Burundi — not inx ited 
because the Tutsi militarx' 
regime is under regional 
sanctions — the mini-sum- 
mit will have iruubic 
cnl'orcing its decisions, ana- 
lysis said. 

"With luck this meeting 
will prepare for a fuller 
summit with all the main 


actors present,'* said one 
diplomat. 

There has been no sign 
from Africa of readiness to 
intervene militarily in Z.'iirc. 
as some in Europe propose. 

The conflict ha.s left more 
than 1.2 million Rwandan 
and Burundian Hutu 
refugees without U.N. prev 
tcction and support. Info- 
miution on their plight is 
scanty after the pullout of 
foreign workers, but aid 
agencies say they are at 
imminent risk from epi- 
demics. 

France .said Tuesday it 
received positive interna- 
tional reaction lo u Franco- 
Spani.sh call for a U.N.- 
sunctioned military force lo 
guarantee the refugees' 
safety. 

French Foreign Minister 
Herve De Chareitc told 
Reuters during a Franco- 
Spunish summit in Mur- 
.seille that the reaction had 
been “rather positive ... 
from everybody." 

'The Americans ore inter- 
ested in the Franco-Spanish 
initiative," he said. 

In Washington, State 
Department spokc.sman Ni- 
cholas Burns .said Monday 
the United Slates was study- 
ing the proposals hut need- 
ed France to clarify them. 

Rwanda .says it wants (he 
Hutu relugees to come 
home but they have refused 
all bliindishincnis to do so 
since 1994. fearing rhey 
Mill join the 80.0()U Hutu 
genocide suspects in 
Rwanda's jails. 

Rwanda's Tiil.si urmy will 
insist the rebels' military 
gains across the border in 
eastern Zaire are not jei>par- 
dised by any foreign inier- 
sciiiinn to help the refugees, 
aiialvsts said. 


France already has ueops 
based in several African 
locations and can draw on 
paratroopers, foreign legion 
and marine units based in 
France and veterans of 
nperation.s in Africa. 

Zaire accuses the rebels of 
being surrogates of 
Rwanda's Tutsi army which 
won the civil war in 1994. 
.sending more than one mil- 
lion majority Hums fleeing 
into Zaire. 

Zaire's ailing President 
Mobutu Sese .Seko left 
Switzerland Monday after 
three months in Lau.suiine. 
where he wu.s operated on 
for cancer, and flew to the 
French Riviera capital of 
Nice. His spokesman said 
on Zaire television that 
Mobutu wuA e.xpecied to 
rcMurn home shortly. 

Rebel leader Laurent 
Kabila said his fighters 
would observe a three-week 
ceasefire from S p.m. (1500 
GMT) Monday to allow the 
refugees to return home. 

Reuters correspondent 
Christian Jennings said' 
Tuesday in the Rwandan 
border town of Gisenyi bor- 
dering nn the Zairean city' of 
Gonia there had been no 
gimfirc since mid-morning 
Monday. 

A camera crew from 
Britain's Independent 
Television News entered 
Gcma Monday and drove 
around the city, which 
appeared entirely in rebel 
hands. 

The war frtllowed 
atiempis by provincial 
amhoriiies backed by the 
army to expel Banyam- 
ulengc Iiilsis whose ances- 
tors settled fri>m Rwanda 
2(KJ sears 


against British rule to cam ‘'"'’^TT^oare if* advance aftei 
Sinn Fein a seat Eaalf amphibious a: 

“Categorically there is no exchanged fire »ith ^ 

question of negotiations to train ag ainst pa 

with Sinn Fein, no de-Js 

with the IRA, no deals witb ' — " _ onf h^n i 

Sinn Fein," Sir Patrick told RlUTlieSC aULUV^J- 
reporters at a session of the 

said any new Irish HetCIltiOnS Ol Of 


Republican Army flRAi _ .cp,_Ri[r- 
truce would have to be 
accompanied by proof that . •. nf. pple 

Sinn Fein was committed ,h.» 

to democratic methods rif 

alone and renounced rio- c.' 

“There is nothing else oa 
offer. If it does not help r „. . 

Sinn Fein lo do what ibev inielli?^ni.e rr.- 
should do. which is to ;dJ AFP that 
secure a ceasefire, an ^ 

unequivocal ceasefire, then -tbI hundred a no nau 
that is very bad news." iiai near M' 

“But there is nothing -hunie — hadbeen ue- 


' acdis , 

Burmese authont 
, insh detentions ot of 


more on offer from whatiriferiidA''^' 

^hl» nrtVpmmMf eiirf 'fllUTlN And rclll'fd tO 


European interest wanes as 


Clinton win seems certainty 


Lf)NDON fR) — With Bill Clinton's victo- 
ry rcgiirdcd as virtually certain Europeans 
seem to have Inst interest in the U.S. elec- 
tion but m,'iny are p»//.lcd by his amazing 
drawing power and the lack nt' issues in the 
cainpaign. 

"There's an election in .America but 
nobfniy is w.-ilching." was how the Berliner 
T.igespicgcl summed up Germ.in rciietion 
nil the cve of the last Lt.S. presidential elec- 
tion tliis century. 

Editorial writers dcseriKxl ilic race as 
“like nn iiiher" with a sure winner and a dis- 
tinct luck of interest in the closing weeks «.if 
the campaign, 

"rJimmi is rhe first prcMdeni since 1945 
who has entered the race dragging wiihoiii 
the millsioiic “war* or "recession.'" said the 
Siieddcutsche Zcilitng. 

“h helps of course to fight against R«il> 
Dole, the long-time seiiiiior troni Kansas 
...who }>as run a campaign which threw 
even his own party (ollowcrs first into 
desp;iir and then into a deep sleep." 

Neither the' carididuics. nor their poltcies. 
were inspiring much c.xcitcmcnt in the Eu- 
ropean media. Dull and meJlc>erc .irc the 
catchwords that come most ijinekiv lo 
mind. 

"The most ou(Munding thing in Rj]] 
riinion's programme forihe next finir years 
is that nothing is outstanding. His propos.iis 
are neither revnlulionary nor radical." said 
Spain's Expansion, a dutly ncwsp;iper 

With no real issues (0 focus on. much of 
the Europe;in coventge shifted attcniioii to 
the lack of choice. 

“Out of a population of a qii.irter ol a bil- 
lion. the main pidilJcal parties could find no 
one better duui the Rc^bliean coipsc Rob 
Dole, or the Democratic slca/eball Rill 
Clinton." lanicmcd Britain's daily M.iil 
i.TbloiJ. 

It's top selling compeiiiw 'Hic .Sun. bor- 
rowing the Halloween ihcmc. referred to 


the election as “trick or cheat?" 

Calling it the ph.intoni campaign it added; 
“Tliea* are no is.sucs, rio c.tuscs .ind vou can 
sec straiglii through the candidates.'' 

Even the Danes, who have expres^sed 
nmre inicrest than most of their European 
partners and have earned c.stensive cover- 
age of Ihe final days of (he campaign as 
well as background articles on .American 
.society, were still trying lo comprehend Mr. 
Clinton's appeal. 

“Mr. riiiiion has problems resisting food 
and women, he switches his pt>licics more 
often ih.m Hliz.'ibeih Taylor changes hus- 
btinds. many of his friends urc behind bars 
and most people would hesitate to lend him 
Sion, yet he seems set for a sccoinl term in 
ntlicc in llie While House," said Copen- 
hagen's ie.Tding daily. Rerlingskc TiiJendc. 

Many European commeniaiors h.ave also 
remarked on Mr. Clinton's seemingly 
cffonlcss move towards the centre, saying it 
wouldn't make much difference regi-dlcss 
of w)jo vvin.s the election. 

“On the doorstep of the 2lst century. Uw 
ideological trenches arc disappc.'tring politi- 
clans can manoeuvre to the right and left at 
the same lime," claimed Germany's 
Siieddcuische Zcitiing. 

It described Mr. Clinton as “the first 
“postnnHlcm president' of America." com- 
biding policies of left and right. 

Dominique Moisi, head of the French 1ns- 
liiuc for Imenwiional Relations, noted that 
French felt there was not much .it stake. 

".Since wc pretty much know the result in 
advance, it's not very interesting. In anv 
case since Mr. Clinton has identified him- 
.scll with much nf Sen. Dole's platform, 
there's ii feding rhar i( won't change verv 
much whoever wins," lie s;iid. 

But Gernwny's Fronkfurfer Allgcmcine 
cuiitmncd that what happens in the United 
States Tuesday will have a major impact on 
Europe. 


the government has And relumed to 

very "clearly and ver>' pub -iihfarca.'' 
licly many times." ^f'lnab sjid .\londu.s 

He was speaking after pkkoS jp ifter 
John Hume, head of the Suu Kyi 

Irish nationalist SDU> fflfi) alleged infi!- 

puny, said he was in con* ic after the oppi^sition 
tuct with Sinn Fein tt prevented for a 
j President Gerry Adams to i consecutive sseekend 
: -secure a new IRAtrtice. jiiwUiiw a rally her 
Mr. Hume rord'^Irish ^ 

“‘'Radio chal'he was'keeping ^ intelligence affkMa! 
the British and Irish gov- - diose detained uere 
emments informed of bis ^*c*'eekend group." 
di.scussion.s with Mr. »«ild nni confirm if 
Adams but denied sugge?- ^ladheep an\ fighting, 
tions that he was a go- ^ 

“n and Ireland have DbSerVeFS SSLY ' 

.afp, - 

IRA ended a J7-momh 
truce in February by bomb- rrn'mtored 

ins Briti.sh targets in 
Britain. Germany and 
Northern Ireland. 

Both governments say 'w was "cor- 
they would like Sinn Feirf c*iun- 

to join all the other partk* . democ- 

ut the talks discussing a -^idgr-L. 
long-term settlement to the ^ monitors ci- 
Nonhern Ireland conflict .. ^nnical irregu- 
but want the IR.Aio declaie .. ® to an inade- 

a la.stinc truce and for Sinn ^wtiiable lack 
Fein to renounce violence, • >ind instruc- 
The leader of til' ■' in panic- 
province's main prv- •. voter bui- 
Briiixh Protestant party. "'nc pollina sia- 
David Trimble, sold he w3.^ 

<i.Ttisjfed that Britain was Sunday ren. 

not prepared to dilute ib ; * ''ttr.r, (v;^ 
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Ulster Unionist Party. loL whose can- 


Irish Radio: “If there Constantines! 


abftut to be a change £» second to 

e>r c nfl Ion ii;., _ 


heart on the part of Sinfl 
Fein, if they were now «? 
disown violence and ti’’ , 
make clear their attatch- pania] . 

mem to purely democrauc 
methods, then there ■r.u^'^txratic 

be a comribuiion lo h= ^ ''Un- 
made." .'***^ 

"There's no contribution jp 

to be made by trying 
water down iheir eniO 
requirements. That is nt** 
the way forward." he said. C( 

Ian Paisley, leader of the 
smaller Democratic Uniii" ,• j 
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circumstances. rf»L 7 P* 
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(Sinn Fein) in, there ^ ^*^“nd on 

doubt about that. But '■• '.ri'J’^^iiVofr^^^^senlandan*^^ 
mc;ms that Unionists will W 
probably go ouL I .ii,. t Undine a ^ 

my party will go out." J^v i Piling Narun» 
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S. Korean troops kill two 
Northern agents from sufc 


U.S. marines prepare to advance after their amphibious landing crafts hit the beach near Pohang during the joint 
U^-Koredn Foal Eagle amphibious assault Th^ay. While the massive exercise took place on Che east coast, South 
Korean s<ddiers exch^ged ftre with two North Korean infiltrators several hundred kilomeCres away. Foal Ea|^e Is 
an annual exercise to train against possible North Korean attacks (Reuter photo) 

Burmese authorities confirm weekend I Hashimoto 


* detentions of opposition supporters 


RANGOON (AFP) — Bur- 

• mese officios confinned 
' Ihesday that 12 people 

were detained during the 
weekend near the home of 
r opposition leader Aung San 

• Suu Kyi, but released a day 
later. 

f A senior iotelligence ofEi- 
i. cer told AFP t^t the 12 
people — part of a crowd of 
several hundred who had 
gathered near Ms. Suu 
Kyi’s home — had been de- 
udned for a day as ^ey bad 
been unruly and refused to 
leave the area.” 

Diplomats said Monday 
the 12 were picked up after 
supporters of Ms. Suu Kyi 
scuffled with alleged infil' 
trators after the o{^»osid6a 

• leader was prevent^ for a 
sixth consecutive weekend. 

holding n rally lat 

VlMiJf i j); 

'■ -The intelligence 

those Stained wWe 
^joa the weekend group.” 
but would not coufum if 
there had been any fighting. 


He declined to comment on 
whether police had infiltrat- 
ed the opposition ranks at 
the gathering. 

Eyewitnesses told AFP 
that those detained included 
Buddhist monks who had 
positioned themselves bet- 
ween security officers and 
supporters of Ms. Suu Kyi’s 
Nadonal League for De- 
mocracy (NLD). 

The incident occuned as 
NLD activists apparently 
scuffled with men in civil- 
ian dress they suspected of 
being government infiltra- 
tors. 

The authorities have for 
six. consecutive weeks pre- 
vented Ms. Suu Kyi 
addressing her supporters at 
the weekend rallies she has 
been holding regularly 
since her rel^e from six 
years of bouse arrest in July 
1993. 

On Saturday, NLD sup- 
porters beading for Ms. Suu 
Kyi’s compound were 
tuimed away, but the opposi- 


tion leader left her com- 
pound briefly to where they 
had gathered and called on 
them to remmn patient 

Security forces later erect- 
ed roadblocks on either side 
of her residence, and on 
Sunday riot police moved 
NLD supporters away ftom 
the area. 

Ms. Suu Kyi had add- 
ressed supporters every Sa- 
turday and Sunday since her 
release from six years of 
house arrest in July 1995 
until authorities mounted a 
blockade of the approaches 
to her house alu^ of a 
planned NLD congress in 
late September. ^ 

The blockade was lifted 
last week, but reinstat- 
ed Samrday ^efMs., Suu 
Kyi left her compound to 
sp^ tpVsupp^^l^ .^The 
blockjuie was* stiil.m. place 
Tuesday, although it £qp- 
peared the opposition leader 
was still free to ctavel 
around Rangoon, 


Observers say Romania vote fair 


BUCHAREST (AFP) — 
; Observers from the Council 
of Europe who monitored 
weekend elections in Ro- 
^ mania that brought the op- 
position to power said Tues- 
day that the vote was ”cor- 
re^ and marked the coun- 
oy’s ”adberence to democ- 
racy." 

However the monitors ci- 
ted some technical irregu- 
larities -due ’’to an inade- 
quate and regrettable lack 
of information and instruc- 
tiem." They noted in partic- 
ular a shortage of voter bul- 
letins in some polling sta- 
tions. 

The elections Sunday rep- 
resented a victmy for the 
anti-Communist opposition, 
which won a majority in 
parliament and whose can- 
f didate, Emil Coostautines- 
cu, name a close second to 
incumbent Ion Iliescu in the 
first round of the presiden- 
tial vote. 

The latest partial results 
Tuesday gave Mr. Constan- 
tinescu’s Democratic Con- 
• ventioD Party 30 per cent of 
, the vote and its fellow op- 


position parties and poten- 
tial coalition partners — the 
Social Democratic Union 
and the Democratic Union 
of Magyars — respectively 
13 per cent and seven per 
cent 

In the presidential poll, 
Mr. Iliescu won 32.S ptf 
cent, while Mr. Constanti- 
nescu garnered 27.5 per 
cent, according to the Tues- 
day figures. 

Observers from the Orga- 
nisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, in a 
preliminary report, also said 
the elections had taken 
place ‘ireely and, in gener- 
al, correctly." 

The opposition and the 
Ruling Social Democratic 
Party (PDSRl have ex- 
changed accusations of 
fr*aud in the election and the 
central election commission 
has also cited a number of 
irregularities. 

However it has said that 
tiiese do not undermine the 
legitimacy of the polls. 

The Romaiuan press 
bailed the results Tuesday 
as a ’Vote for change." 


The independent daily 
Adevarul said the electorate 
had "voted massively for 
change and against die cur- 
rent regime, which has 
shown itself to be damaging 
for the country." 

The Cronica Romana 
newspaper added that "the 
electorate had every right to 
expect an improvement in 
their standard of living and. 
since the PDSR did not sat- 
isfy this expectation, Ro- 
manians voted for change." 

The mass-circulation Eve- 
nimentul ZUei was more 
cautious, however. 

"We cannot speak of a 
true change untU after the 
second round of die ptesi- 
dential election ... when we 
will see whether or not Mr. 
□iescu will remain presi- 
dent of Romania." 

Wlule Mr. Diescu, a for- 
mer Communist who has 
ruled since 1989. came first 
Sun^y, his opponent Mr. 
Constantinescu is likely to 
win the support of former 
Prime Minister Petre Ro- 
man, who came in third, in 
the second round Nov. 17. 


Life on Earth began 400 million years 
earlier than thought — niagazine 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — A rock forma- 
tion discotrered in Greenland shows life has 
' existed oo Earth for at least 3.S5 billion 
years, qr 400 million years earlier that pre- 
f viously thougbL 

In the Nov. 7 issue of Naure, scientists 
said rocks fonnatioas found on Akilia 
* Island iiLSOuthem west Greenland analysed 
' at the Uiiiversity of California at Los Ange- 
la (UC^) support the finding, according 
to the latest issue of Nature magazine. 


the ft 




S go’s Scripps Institution of Oceanogra- 
, UGLA Department of Earth and Space 
mces,'the Australian N^dion University 
^■and Engfand’s Oxford Brookes University, 
y ’t)urewdence establishes beyond reason- 
. ^le doubt that life emerged on Ea^ at 
'i^t'3.85 billion years ago, and this is not 
the end^ the story,” said Sripps’ Stephen 
^ who authored the article. ‘We may 

■^eil fi^ that life existed even earlier.” 

The carbon inclusions in the rock were aiia- 
lyzed with UCLA’s high-resolution ion mic- 

n^irobe an instrument that enables scien- 

• tisi to leam the exact composition of samples. 


The form of life discovered was probably 
a simple micro-organism, although its actu- 
al shape or nature cannot be ascertained, 
Mr. Mojzsis said, because heat and pressure 
over time have destroyed those traits. 

The previous earliest evidence for life was 
presented by UCLA paleobiologist William 
Schopf who showed that a bacteria-IUce fossil 
much like modem "pond scum" existed on 
Earth 3.46 billion years ^o. 

"Life is tenacious, and it completely perme- 
ates the surface layer of the planet,” Mr. 
Mojzsis said, adding that evidence of life’s 
origins could well be further out in the uni- 
verse. 

"We find life beneath the deepest ocean, 
on the highest mountain, in the diiesc desert 
and the coldest glacier, and deep down in 
the crustal rocks and sediments." 

"Not knowing what conditions are needed 
for the emergence of life, it is only possible 
to speculate about its existence elsewhere 
in the universe, Mojzsis. 

"An important contribution to the solu- 
tion of this problem could come .from 
exploration of the surface of Mars for traces 
there of extinct life.” 


ponders 

cabinet 

line-up 

TOKYO (Rl — Japanese 
Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto pondered cabi- 
net appointments Tbesday 
and pundits wondered 
whether key portfolios 
would go to ruling party 
old guard or more reform- 
mind^ed politicians. 

Mr. Hashimoto is expect- 
ed to be formally re-elect- 
ed as prime minister in a 
special session of parlia- 
ment Thursday and to 
finalise his cabinet line-up 
shortly thereafter. 

His conservative Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) 
wa&i forced • to -cobble to- 
gether aloose alliance, with- 
hai'twb partners- in the out" 
gbihg ruling coalition after 
faliiog 12 seats shon of a 
majority in ^ OcL 20 lo^ 
wer house election. The 
LDP has also won the ba- 
cking of several indepen- 
dents. 

Mr. Hashimoto, a former 
tough-talking trade minis- 
ter who took over as prime 
minister in January, looked 
set to confiim later Tues- 
day that two top LDP exec- 
utives, incluc^g Secreta- 
ry-General Koichi Kato, 
would keep their jobs, 
clearing the way for intra- 
party jockeying over cabi- 
net posts. 

Mr. Kato’s reappointment 
was seen as critic^ to main- 
taining the LDP’s fragile 
alliance with the Social De- 
mocrats and the tiny Saki- 
gake Party after those two 
parties shied away from j<^ 
oing an LDP-led coalition 
cabinet, analysts said. 

Among the names floated 
for key portfolios were for- 
mer LDP executive Hiroshi 
Mitsuzuka. head of the 
LDP's second biggest faction 
and a former trade, transport 
arid foreign minister. 

Domestic media said Mr. 
Mitsuzuka was a possible 
contender for powerful eco- 
nomic portfolios including 
finance minister, as was Shi- 
zuka Kamei, an outspoken 
fcH*mer transport minister 
who currentiy heads die 
LDP's press office. 

Analysts saw a certain apt 
irony in talk that Mr. Kamei 
might win the finance post, 
given bis opposition eutier 
to a rise in the three-per cent 
sdes tax to five per cent 
from next April. 

*nie tax increase has been 
approved, but the LDP, the 
Social Democrats and Sa- 
kigake agreed last week to 
review it and the whole tax 
system as pan of a policy 
pact that forms the basis 
for their loose cooperation. 

"Putting the biggest op- 
ponent (of a policy) in a 
position where he can ^o 
longer oppose it is a time- 
honoured tactic," one poli- 
tical analyst said. 

Whoever becomes fi- 
nance minister faces a 
tough agenda, inclutfiog 
implementing the sales tax 
increase, determining the 
ne^ for a stimulative extra 
budget for the current fis- 
cal. year, and crafting the 
1997/98 budget. 


SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rean troops Tuesday killed 
two North Korean agents 
who had been on the run 
since landing in the South 
1^ submarine in September, 
lost tivee men in a fierce 
gunbattle. officials said. 

The two agents were 
among 26 North Koreans 
whose submarine ran ag- 
round oft the eastern city of 
Kangnung on SepL 17, a 
military spokesman said. 

"Our troops killed two 
members of the enemy's re- 
connaissance team after 
fierce exchanges of gunfire 
with the armed infiltrators 
on the hills" of Inje near the 
east coast, spokesman Kang 
Joong-Kwon said. 

Two South Korean offi- 
cers and a soldier were also 
killed when the North Ko- 
rean agents opened fire with 
M-16 automatic rifles and 
hurled grenades at pursuing 
SiMith Korean troops near 
the border witii the Com- 
munist North, Seoul offi- 
cials said. 


Eight other South Korean 
soldiers were wounded. 

With the latest deaths, 
only one of the original 26 
infiltrators remains at large. 
"So far 13 (North Koreans) 
have been shot dead and 
one captured. Eleven others 
killed themselves," Mr. 
Kang said. 

Mr. Kang did not say how 
the two fugitive Norfo Ko- 
reans were identified but 
one senior officer said Lee 
Kwang-Soo, the captured 
North Korean, was sent to 
the scene to name them. 

The Shark-class subma- 
rine ran aground oft Kang- 
nung as it tried to pick up 
three spies it offloa^d two 
days earlier, according to 
Mr. Lee. Mr. Kang said the 
two killed Tues&y were 
among the three spies. 

A Defence ^^^istIy 
spokesman said the infiltra- 
tors were wearing South 
Korean military' unifonns 
and carried the kind of rifles 
used in the South. 

"But they used bullets 


which did not carry serial 
numbers. All ammunition 
used by our side bear serial 
numbers." he said. 

South Korean Special 
Forces had been combing 
tile rugged east coast moun- 
tains Just south of the demil- 
iiariz^ zone (DMZ) since 
Monday when the two infil- 
trators fled after being 
stopped by southern sol- 
diers, he said. 

The DMZ was set up bet- 
ween the two Koreas under 
the 1953 armistice agree- 
ment which ended the 
three-year Korean War. The 
two Koreas are still techni- 
cally at war. 

Tension has remained 
high on the peninsula, the 
world's last cold war fron- 
tier. since the stranded sub- 
marine was spotted by an 
alert taxi driver in Kang- 
nung. 

Tuesday's gunfire ex- 
change occurred as the Uni- 
ted States and South Korea 
continued a two-week mili- 
tary training exercise to 


develop defences against 
any attack from the Com- 
munist North. 

Rear Admiral Charles 
Moore, commander of the 
U.S. aircraft comer Inde- 
pendence, said last week 
South Korea faced the 
tlireat of .seaborne sabo- 
teurs. but Washington 
would send aircraft tc de- 
fend it if war broke out on 
the peninsula. 

The exercise, called Foal 
Eagle ‘96, involves about 

34.000 U.S. troops includ- 
ing 10.000 seamen from the 
U.S. Seventh Fleet, and 
most of South Korea's 

655.000 military personnel. 

Seoul has demanded a 

"clear apology" from 
P>'ongyang over the subma- 
rine incursion. North Korea 
has threatened to retaliate 
"a hundredfold or a thou- 
sandfold" over the killings 
and requested the return of 
the bodies, the survivors 
and the submarine. 


Asia offers muted response to Bhutto 


HONG KONG (R) — Asian countries offered a muted 
response to tiie fall of Pakistan Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto Tuesday, with most countries saying her sacking by 
titt nation’s president would not alter bUat^ ties. 

Senk^ officials from India, Pakistan’s neighbour and 
sometime ftie, described Ms. Bhutto's firing as an internal 
affiur. One said the move appeared to have the blessing of 
the army which, he added, opposed a militarist approach to 
NewDelhL 

"Basically the situation will not afiect us in any important 
way," an interior ministry said. 

In a blistering indictment of Ms. Bhutto's role, Pakistan 
President Farooq Leghari accused her government of cor- 
ruption. undermining the judiciary and failing to stop extra- 
judicial killings in I^racM and elsewhere. He appointed an 
inrerim prime minister and ordered elections on Feb. 3. 

Japan, Pakistan’s main aid donor for years, said it was 
waiting for the situation to become dearer before com- 
menting. 

‘^e are waiting until the situation becomes clearer before 
issuing a statement," a Foreign Ministry spokesman told 
Reuters. 

‘ Japan has been prOyididgjuBt over half of tte tc^.foref^ 
aid¥e<reivedbyPakiktw.lh 1996ikexrendli3iJ5Gmi]Qrbn^ 
ii»‘ldans tb P^stan, mainly yen'grancs Icar^e^opmeni 
projects, and about $70 million in direct aid, Japanese offi- 
cials said. 

Senior members of an Indian delegation in Zimbabwe 
with Prime Minister H.D. Deve Gowda told an Indian news 
agency the sacking was an internal afiair. 

But one official source in the delegation told India’s Asian 
News InteroatioDal (ANI) a^ncy the democratic process 
had been "clearly thwart’ wiA the govemment’s dis- 
missal. 

Most other regional countries bad no immediate response. 

A Foreign Mimstry spokesman in Bangladesh, which won 
its independence from Pakistan in 1971, said; "It's an inter- 
nal matter of Pakistan. We are warehing developments... 
But have nothing to do with our bilateral relations with 
Islamatod." 


South Korea's relations with Paki.^ton were unlikely to be 
affected, government sources in Seoul said. 

"We have no plan to issue an official comment on the dis- 
missal... Since it is Pakistan’s internal political matter." u 
Foreign Ministry official said. 

"We are not expecting any impact by the situation on the 
relationship between two countries." the official lold 
Reuters. 

South Korean industry sources said invesunenLs would 
also not be affected by the sacking. Trade between South 
Korea and Pakistan currently totals $600 million. 

"We think it will not affect us in any way." said a 
spokesman with Daewoo Corp. which ha.s won some $1.15 
billion worth of constniction deals from the Pakistan gov- 
ernment. 

But the upheaval may not be without impact. 

Indonesian palm oil traders expressed concern, saying il 
could hit future sales to the country, a significant iniporter 
of palm oil from both Indonesia and Malaysia. 

’T will be extra cautious when dealing with private 
Pakistani buyers because problems over payments could 
arise if there is unrest there," one senior trader said. ■ 

The dismissal could also have important ramifications for 
Af^anistan’s Thieban militia, now locked. in war with a 
noi^m alliance. Afghan Watchers said. 

They said despite Islamabad's regular denials of an>> sup- 
port to any factions in Afghanistan's civil war, few ^ople 
in Kabul doubted that Pakistani support for theTaleban was 
wide-rangmg- 

’Roliticklly and militarily, Ms. Bhutto's govemmeiu has 
stood firmly beside the Taleban. The evidence is over- 
whelming," said one veteran Afghan Watcher who asked 
not to be identified. 

"What we are all going to be looking at now is whether 
the divisions within the Pakistani establishment over 
Afghan policy will come into the open now that Benazir has 
gone," be said. Pakistan has consistently denied it provide.s 
military or other support to the Talebw, saying it has no 
favourites among Af^an factions, most of whom it helped 
during the struggle against Soviet occupation in the 1980s. 


China: Taiwan key issue at talks with U.S, 


BEUING (R) — China said 
Tuesday the key issue for 
Betjtflg at arms prolifera- 
tion talks witii the United 
States was the U.S. sale of 
weapons to Taiwan. 

The U.S. bad exported 
large numbers of advanced 
weapons to Taiwan and 
Beijing hoped Washington 
would pay attention to its 
coQ^TDS. Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Cui Hankai told 
reporters. 

“The most sensitive and 
important issue is that the 
United States has violated 
the Aug. 17 communique by 
exporting large numbers of 
advanced weapons to Tai- 
wan." Mr. Cui said. 

Under the Aug. 17, 1982 
communique, the U.S. 
pledged to reduce the quali- 
ty wd quantity of arms 
^es to Taiwan. 


In August, the U.S. De- 
fence Department notified 
Congress it would sell Stin- 
ger missiles and launchers 
to Taiwan, prompting angry 
protests-iiom Beijing. 

Thiwan said in September 
it would place Patriot de- 
fence Qussiles into service 
in 1999 under a deal 
reached with the U.S. man- 
ufacturer in 1993. 

C hina and Taiwan have 
been rivals since the end of 
the Chinese Civil War in 
1949. Beijing regards Tai- 
wan as a renegade province 
and has not ruled out the use 
of force to recc'.cr the 
island. 

"We have repeatedly ex- 
pressed our view to the U.S. 
side and hope the U.S. will 
pay atteation to it," Mr. Cui • 
told a regular news briefing. 

The spokesman made the 


remarks as U.S. Undersec- 
retary of State Lynn Davis 
was bolding talks with Chi- 
nese negotiators on a range 
of anns proliferation issues. 

Officii have said Ms. 
Davis would discuss how 
the two countries might 
Implement a decade-old 
peaceful nuclear coopera- 
tion accord that would al- 
low U.S. firms to sell nuc- 
lear power reactors to Chi- 
na. 

The pact has not been put 
into effect because of Wa- 
shington’s concerns that 
Beijing has sold nuclear 
lec^ology to unsafeguard- 
ed nuclear facilities in other 
nations, most recently to 
Pakistan. 

Both China and Pakistan 
deny the charges. 

Ms. Davis said Tuesday 
she was encouraged by 


China's efforts to imple- 
ment an accord barring 
exports to un-safeguorded 
nuclear faciUries. 

"I am encouraged by the 
steps the Chinese are tak- 
ing.” she told reporters. 

Ms. Davis was referring to 
China's efforts to implemenl 
an agreement reached in May 
following U.S. accusations 
char Beijing had exported 
ring magnets u.<;ed in nuclear 
reactors to Pakistan. 

The U.S. bos said it be- 
lieved China’s central gov- 
enunent was unaware of the 
exports. 

But Ms. Davis, who is 
responsible for arms control 
issues, said ensuring practi- 
cal implementation of the 
accord would be necessary 
before the U.S. could relax 
curbs on peaceful nuclear 
cooperation with China. 


H, Kong 1997 ceremony proves tough to negotiate 


HONG KONG (AFP) — Preparations for an extravagant 
series of parties to mark Hong Kong’s handover to CTiina 
got underway Tuesday, with organisers outlining a series of 
firewmits, parades and varies events on and before the 
night of June 30, 1997. 

But as with so many more substantive issues related to 
the transitioo, negotiations involving the event are proving 
more complicated than originally foreseen. 

The shows will be coordinated by the pro-China 
Association for Celebration of Reunification of Hong 
Kong, officially set up Tbesday. 

Rita Fan, vice chairman of the l.S00-strong member 
association, said the events were meant to showcase to the 
world "Hong Kong’s harmonious image” as it reverts to 
Chinese rule. At present, four major events are planned 
includiog a fireworics display, a variety show, and float 
parade, she said. 

However, Ms. Fan said the association has bad difficulty 
in finding venues for some large-scale events. Negotiations 
with the Hong Kong government — which has had bitter 
rows with China since 1992 — bad produced no agreement 
so for, she said. 

Ms. Fan said the association was willing to change 
venues or dates to avoid conflicts with the government's 
own plans for the handover. 

Meanwhile, Zhou Nan, director of the Hong Kong branch 


of Xinhua News Agency, China's de facto government rep- 
resentative in the territory, said in his speech at the ina^u- 
ration of the association that he believed die group could 
“mobilise all resources and masses" to murk the transition 
witii "colourful” activities. 

He said the celebrations must "promote the briglit future 
ahead for Hong Kong" until a .smooth transition, stability 
and prosperity. 

Mr. Zhou said the celebrations would also "herald die 
starting point of a much bigger prosperous development for 
Hong Kong under the ‘one country, two system.s'" pcdicy, 
China's label for the agreement under which the leniiory 
will keep its capitalist system for 50 years after the han- 
dover. 

Lu Ping, head of Hong Kong and Macau Affairs Office of 
China's State Council, said in his message to the associa- 
tion that "Hong Kong's tommorow will be better." 

In September, Britain and China officially signed on 
accord to hold a joint ceremony marking the formal trans- 
fer of Hong Kong from British to Chinese rule at midnight 
on June 30, following months of wrangling over how the 
handover would be marked. 

Under the accord, the ceremony will be attended by 4.000 
people and will be "solemn and dignified,*’ according to 
British Foreign Secretary Malcolm Rifkind. 
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Pursuit of sound concept 


\ PROPOSAL, origjnany made and consis- 
rntly advocated by His Royal Highness Crown 
‘.Vince Hassan, to set up a Middle Eastern 
imbrella organisation that can help resolve 
'.‘onflicts. ensure security and encourage coop- 
eration among countries of the region received 
:m important boost when the British Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind, in a speech in Abu 
>babi Monday, recognised its contents as ^^ar- 
iicularly stimulating." 

In an article he wrote for the Times of 
London 1 which is reprinted on this page 
roday), Mr. Rifldnd says Britain is discussing 
with her friends in the region and intemation- 
iilly the idea of launching what might be called 
:m Organisation for Cooperation in the Middle 
East JOCMEI. 

In his new endeavour, the foreign secretarv* 
will no doubt turn to the Crown Prince who has 
put together a wealth of research, vision and 
international contacts on the need to launch a 
l>rocess for security and cooperation in this 
part of the world over the past several years. 

Prince Hassan has repeatedly stressed that 
'.he complexity of the sources of conflict and 
challenges facing the countries of the region 
make it ineritable for them to devise coherent 
and institutional mechanisms for joint action. 
The Crown Prince's vision for a framework in 
•vhich to achieve this goal drew on the 
Xingdom's long-standing view of regional secu- 
ritj' as a multi-component concern that goes 
Iieyond the militar>* aspect Regional security’ 
can only be achieved if appropriate attention is 
given -to the human and social dimensions. 
,’ordan has always, maintained. The security 
! tincture which Joi^an has persistently advo- 
cated is an inclusive forum that can, and must 
tackle such vital issues as socio-economic 
development, enei^’. water, the environment 
refugees and human rights. 

Through Che exercise of translating the secu- 
ritv' and cooperation process into a conference 
• r an organisation as the Europeans in fact did 
first with the CSCE and later the OSCE, which 
ran indeed involve peripheral and extra region- 
id states, countries of the region should be able 
10 address and adapt to each other's interests 
through a cooperative interaction. That will 
eventually lead to a regional environment free 
from economic and political pressures as a 
result of resolving fundamental conflicts. No 
! -ate will thus feel threatened, and the ground 
'vill be paved for a regional development 
r roccs^ in which cooperation replaces rivalry 
: -'.J confidence replaces suspicions. 

lliis ill essence is the message which the 
I rown Prince carried with him mo.st recently 
10 Europe, where he urged that security and 
I ooperation concerns be taken up even beyond 
I articular regions so that small and medium- 
} \r.Q countries, especially in the European and 
j.fcditerrancan theatres, can assume their 
rightful economic and political place on the 
' w;id map of (he 21 st centurv'. 

.‘^'Incc the next century and millennium will 
‘ Itiic.>s unprecedented interconnectedness and 
i itcrdepcndence among nations in a highly 
loinpetitive environment, the Middle ^st 
^llouId prepare itself to face the future from 
now, having put itself on the road to peace and 
peaceful transformation already. Efforts by 
visionaries and leaders in this region can go a 
long way towards achieving that goal, cspecial- 
1y if the.v are helped by our friends in Europe. 
America and throughout the world. 


.■\RABIC PRESS commentaries 


.AL R.A'I columnist Mahmoud Rimau i Tuesday com- 
mcnicd on Israeli President Eiror Weizeman’s vi.^ii to 
Jordan Wednesday by saying h will be anoUicr chance 
for him to leom more about Jordans position with 
rjcard to the peace process. The visit takes place amid 
confusion and deadlock in the Paleslinian-Israeli nego- 
i ations over Hebron, at u lime which witnes^eb escula* 
I' >n of Jewish settlement programme.s in .Arab lands and 
l ‘e continued closure of the self-rule areas of Palestine, 
.said the writer. The Israeli president, who has been ir>- 
ing to patch up differences between Israel, on the one 
h:ind. and Egypt. Palestine and Jordan, on the other, 
thorough his mcerings with their leaders, realises (hat 
unless "Israel's govemmem complies w ith the require- 
ments of peace. Israeli-.Arab relations will deierioraic, 
said the writer. He said that Mr. Weizeman realises that 
Jordan is not happy with Israel’s measures in Jerusalem 
i nd the holy sites, its failure to give Jordan its 'ih.nre of 
^ iiitT. ;»s agreed on in tlur peace ircaiy, and its f.iilure to 


I ::: *n \> the refugee* and the 4.li*.pl;f'.-v’il 


I Icslinijns ssnee the 1967 war. The writer said that in 
; Iditioti [«.i the Jerdanton concents, the deterioration of 
t le situation in the Palestinians lands is causing further 
E.msion in the bilateral relations. 


The Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


U.S. elections — ‘while not illegal, not in 
keeping with the spirit and intent of the law’ 


THE COSTLIEST, mean- 
est and. in some ways, 
most important election in 
recent U.S. history is over. 

Over SI. 6 billion was 
spent by the parties on 
behalf of the campaigns for 
president. 34 Senate seats 
and 435 congressional 
seats nationw ide. 

The overwhelming 
majority of the money 
spent was what is called 
“soft money" and “inde- 
pendent expenditures" — 
money that was raised and 
spent outside the strict lim- 
its placed on campaign 
tlnance by federal election 
laws. 

While federal law limits 
contributions to candidates 
to SI. 000.00 per individ- 
ual. and S5.000.00 per 
political action comminee. 
no limits are placed on the 
money that is spent by (he 
political ponies or interest 
groups seeking to influence 
an election. .As a result of 
these “loopholes", huge 
amounts of money are now 
entering the political 
process. 

Interest groups, like 
organised labour unions, 
the National Rifle 

Association. Trial Lawyers, 
and major businesses, have 
independently spent hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars 
in advertising campaigns 
designed to swing voters 
for or against candidates 
who took positions 

favourable or unfavourable 
to issue.s that effect their 
interests. 

Hundreds of millions 
were also contributed by 
those groups or by individ- 
uals affiliated with those 
groups to the political par- 
ties or directly to the candi- 
date's campaign funds. 

Over twenty companies 
and unions spent more than 
SI million each this elec- 
tion year, several spent 
over $2 million each. 


While considerable aaen- 
tion ha.s been focused 
recently on some question- 
able contributions made to 
the Democratic Party by 
some companies and indi- 
viduals linked to Asian 
countries, both parties have 
taken advantage of these 
"loopholes" "and have 
engaged in practices that, 
while not illegal, are not in 
keeping with the spirit and 
intent of the election law. 

The public has been out- 
raged and there are calls for 
new reforms in campaign 
finance laws. This is not 
the first time that the public 
ha.s been concerned about 
the role of big money in 
politics — and it will not 
be the last. There are sever- 
al reasons why it will 
remain difficult to pass 
new campaign finance 
reforms. • 

The most significant 
obstacle is the fact that 
those who will be called on 
to make the reforms are 
those who benefit from the 
current system. Both 
Democrats and 

Rq>ublicans in Congress 
and in the political parties 
arc hesitant to make .serious 
reforms since they fear los- 
ing the advantages provid- 
ed by the current system. 

No real alternative has 
been found to the current 
system and therefore, polit- 
ical leaders faced with the 
skyrocketing cost of cam- 
paigns (paying for media 
time, hiring consultants 
and organising comptugns) 
fear losing a major source 
of funds £at are neces.«^' 
to run modern political 
campaigns. .> 

If big money effected this 
year's campaign so did the 
meanness of campaign 
itself. For two years now. 
Republicans have engaged 
in an assault against the 
president, first lady and 
White House perscHinel. 


chaining them with a vari- 
ety of ofTiroces. Two years 
of bearings and investiga- 
tion have not yet produced 
char^ — but those accu- 
sations ftMind their way 
into the campaign. Senator 
Dole and other Republican 
spoitospeople have termed 
the White House “the most 
corrupt,** and the president 
ha.s been accused of 
“lying** and “demeaning 
the office of the pre.sident.*' 
These charges have influ- 
enced voters and they have 
marred the political 
process. They have 
increased public disillu- 
sionment and distrust — 
already a serious problem 
in U.S. politics. 

This ^enomenon of 
angry voters and voter 
alienation ha.s. for years, 
been a disturbing trend in 
U.S. politics. It not only did 
end with the election of 
19%. it may have grown. 

Amidst the mean-spirited 
attacks and the flooding of 
the system with big money 
there w«e critic^ deci- 
sions that faced U.S. voters 
in 1996. The definition and 
role of government and the 
role of the U.S. in the post- 
cold war era were the .sub- 
jects of intense debate in 
presidential and congres- 
skma! n»:es. 

Clearly framed at the two 
conventions, voters were 
presentod with two strik- 
ingly opposing visions by 
the Democrats and the 
Republicans. 

Republicans, adhering to 
the maxim that “the best 
govcnuitoni is less govern- 
ment" made a determined 
effort (o convince voters 
that by cuning taxes and 
sla.shing govemmem social 
programmes and regulation 
they could restore personal 
freetfom and create un idyl- 
lic Antorica where individ- 
ual initiative and private 
entrepreneurs would reign 


and solve most of our nag- 
ging social problems. 
Republicans hoped that 
with a conservative 
Rcpuhlicafi Congress and 
president they could usher 
in such a revolution, com- 
pleting the work begun by 
President Ronald Reagan 
in the l9B0s. 

Democrats countered, 
reminding voters that the 
Republican revolution pro- 
duced the huge deficits that 
currently plague the 
nation's economy and that 
the reforms that the 
Republicans seek to enact 
are primarily thase which 
provide for the privileged 
clas.s not for the most vul- 
nerable members of soci- 
ety: the elderly, the young, 
the poor, the jobless and 
the ill. The regulations that 
Republican.s want to 
remove. Democrats have 
noted, are tho.se which pro- 
tect against pollution, 
unsafe consumer products 
and unsafe work condi- 


tions. 

DcmocraLs have stressed 
that while government 
could be trimmed, it 


remains neccs.sary to pro- 
tect the common good, to 
build Lommunily and to 
provide opportunity for 
those who n^ assi.suince. 

The Republican empha.sis 
on individualism and chau- 
vinism has also led to ten- 
dencies towards isolation 
or rejection of multinution- 
ul cooperation. DemocraLs 
have countered with an 
explanation of the role of 
the United Nations and the 
need for positive U.S. 
ermngement in world 
uf^rs. At times, this 
debate has also become 
mean-spirited, with both 
Put Buchanan and Boh 
Dole personally attacking 
U.N. Secreiuiy General 
Boutros GhaJi ~ empha- 
.si.sing the *Toreignne.ss" of 
his name to make the point 


that America should not be 
controlled by outside par- 
lies. While the president, 
during the campaign, bent 
to the Republican demand 
to reject a .second term for 
Dr. Ghali. he also contin- 
ued to assert the political 
role of the U.N. and inter- 
national cooperation. 

In the highly charged par- 
tisan climate of 1996. the 
pull of third party indepen- 
. dent politics lo.st its attrac- 
tion due to growing public 
distrust uf megalomaniac 
billionaire Ross Perot. The 
reform mood will resurface 
in coming years, but it will 
require a new. credible 
leadership and a clearly 
defined alternative issue 
agenda to succeed. 

TTie election may be over, 
but the j.ssues and problem.*; 
of 1996 will continue to 
shape the political debate, 
liiere will continue lo he a 
push for campaign reform. 
The public has been 
shocked by the $1.6 billion 
raised throughout the 
course of this election and 
the role that big contribu- 
tors play in U.S. politics. 
The sharp political division 
on the future of the U.S. 
and its role in the world 
will continue to frame both 
the public debates and the 
struggle between 

Republicans and 

Democrats in Congress and 
the White House. 

The meanness of 1996 
will tragically also contin- 
ue to play itself out in con- 
gressional battles and in the 
public's political discourse. 
To a greu extent, however, 
(his penchant for personal 
attacks and the drive to dis- 
credit individuals in gov- 
ernment will cloud the 
more serious issues that 
must be discussed and con- 
dnue to further erode pub- 
lic confidence in govern- 
mem and political leader- 
ship. 


‘Peace and security are not alternatives, 
they are two sides of the same coin’ 


Bv Malcolm Rifkind 


I AM visiting t.^? Middle East 
.It j time of great tsnsmn. but 
alvi of hiMonc opportunity. 
The peace pnxess «*• at a ctos>- 
mads. Ismc! and the 
PdlcsTinian'i 'Aiil dclcrrmnc ii** 
future, but Britjir. and other 
Western o'untncs can help 
innucnce Jhi' out.irme. 

In m;- wish 

Bcnyamn Netanyahu a.-,d 
^as<.CT .Arafn: I ha*-e put for- 
ward si\ key p‘.’:n’.s which 
would help rC'i'.Te nomentum 
to the peace pr- ves*. 

First we need j.t ureent deal 
oh Hebpin ni.ir was why I •. is- 
I’cd the cijy on S"n.!.iy; m 
'. ypiKilise Br'.;!>h and sntema- 
iii'rial suppi'r: :'-T a fir-al agree- 
iiicnl on I'-r.iei: redeploy mem 
js .in essential firs: step in 
reviving the peace pr-»cess 

Thar musi lead *r- implcmcn- 
laiion 'of :hc other oNigai:ons 
m the intcniTi ajrcerrier.r 
between Israel and the 
Pdlc.iinians. We .ire seekinc a 
cle.nr cs»iTifTt!irr.er.: from Israel 
to redeploy cl-ewhere in the 
West Sank anj r.-» re.ipen the 
border between Israel and G.vn 
to iacilit.iie eiTonomie activity. 

In par.iilel we need m see the 
rc<«pcnins: of the Jtrii! .status 
talks. The.sc cornol avo;j the 
hard issues, suen as Paicsttman 
self-detcmiination, and the sta- 
tus of Jerusalem. Nor vhcnilj 
cither side seek to preempt the 
negotiations by excluding 
options ccRiral ro the other side 
— such .IS the Palesiinian 
desire ihr staiehox*. Peace and 
security arc not alrcmativcs. 
They arc (wo sides of the same 
coin. Dimsnisr. nrte. and the 
whole cu.TLT.cy ;s dccraded. 

In ail tht.* the Paiestini.ins 
will need to coruruc :o %how 
modcratinn. respect for dem<>c- 
ratic pnnciples ar.J dedication 
to the path of nccotiautm. 
There can be no place for 
extremists isitd men of vjp- 
fence. 

The u:m mu c,’rt-r.iic in K’ 
a comprehcrs:-.c peace with 
the Synan and Le.banese ncgiv- 
tiaiinns restored. 

The imcreatioral con’.tr.umrv 



ha;, a key role. I met the EU's 
new envoy lo the .Middle East 
pe.icc process, and urred ihc 
parties lo coope ra te wiih him. 
The EL' wants ;o complement 
the work ot the I'.S., not com- 
pete wiilh 1 L The Eun'pean cu*- 
nomic role is already acknowl- 
edged. We can now build a 
valuable political place in the 
pr<.*ccs>. 

The Internationa] i:uminumiy 
also ho-s a central nde m pm- 
molins siabiliiy in ihe C^lf 
That means sippming acts of 
aggression by Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq. If wc lei him ihrow hiv 

weight around in one area, 
unchiillenged. be »«I surely 
challenge elsewhere That is 
why he muM be owtamed. I 
reci.ignisc that the Iraqi people 
are suftrrine as a result. 1 
deeply regret this. But rclaving 
the sanctions impi>scd on Iraq 
without Iraq's lull compliance 
wiih die relevant United 
Nations Sccuniy Council 
Rc.soluuons w-ouM no; help 
Saddam Hussein would not 
devote his resijurj-s to feeding 
his people, but to rebuilding his 
railiijry machine The Iras]! 
people and Iraq's ncighbi>urs 
would again pay the price. That 
WAS whv, Is&i vear. wc devised 


what became Sccunty C'nuiKil 
Rcsoluiicm U86. the st«-c,illcd 
“oil for ftMid" scheme. 
Eighteen momhs after its ,idop- 
ti«Hi. Iraq IS still nbslructing its 
impJeincoUlifHi 

f can only look forward to the 
day when Iraq is no longer 
ruled hy 3 regime which 
ignores inlemaitonal »4>|iga- 
iKHis and bnirahses iLs own 
pei^^c. Such an Iraq would 
need the suppt^ of the imema- 
(mnal comimtnity to rebuild. 
We would work to ensure tt got 
that suppon. The mea.surcs 
m>w in force agaimi Saikiam 

Hussein would no longer he 
needed. Iraq's isolation could 
end. Tlxr cminiry could realise 
IIS huge pntentitd. its wealth of 
people, of hydiowbons. ol 
agriculture. 

Wc masi alw Veep a careful 
watch on (ran. vvhich profesres 
a wish to play a consirwtive 
role in tlie loteresis id' regional 
stnhiliiy. ITie facts tell n difTcr- 
ent vnvr\. Iran's programme to 
develop wcapmis of rnass 
dc-stnicrion. us opposition to 
die Mividic East peace privets, 
its suppw fin TcrtiwiM groups 
all make ii hard (o conicmplate 
a normal relaiinnship. But wc 
have nor vnight to 1 * 0 . 4 . 11 ? Iran. 


With our European panners we 
are engaged in a critical dia- 
logue. trying lo bring about an 
iniprovcment in Iran’s policies. 
Wc have seen .smne small 
changes. Bui I have 10 .say I am 
deeply (lisappuinicd by the lack 
of teal rcsiilis so for. 

This. then. IS a region whn.se 
varied problems challenge the 
iiilcrnaiional community. Wc 
need imagination to deal with 
them. What is also needed is an 
oveiull structure to encouruge 
cnoperaliufi hciwecn all the 
v'Munines r«r the region, die 
Arab slaic.s. Turkey and Israel, 

with the help ol IricniLs cmistdc, 
like Briiiim. France, the United 
Slates and others. A structure 
comprehensive in us nientbcr' 
ship and wide-ranging in u,s 
funclinns. In Furopc wc have 
learned how lejuiomil mtpera- 
non can Itcal ihc disinist 
between fomier enemies 
llitimgh biHiics such us the 
European Union, NATO, the 
WEU anil the Coiineil of 
Hurope, each with iLs scpaniic 
purpose ami mcinhcrsliip. But 
wc have iiK«< learned ihc value 
of having 3 coiiiprchcnsivc 
body where cvere nation can 
conic together «n a l>:i.sis of 
cqu.iliiy in work on problems 


which affcs'i them. The 
Conference of Sccunty and 
Cooperation in Europe, initial- 
ly an icc-brcakcr. has evidved 
into the Organi.satinn for 
Security and Coitperaiion in 
Europe. ,1 vehicle for cix^pera- 
tion over a very wide urea 
indeed. 

There would be dear benefits 
in esiabiisliing what wc might 
Ciill >in Oritanisjiion fur 
Cooperation in the Middle East 
tOCMEl. This wrvuld provide a 
framework fur dialogue and 
active eollahtvraiion. for lower- 
ing harriers and iinprnvinc 
links. Such an organjsuiion 
would evolve, raihcr than 
spring fully-fledged inio cxis- 
icnee. It could play 3 role in 
conflict resolution and confi- 
cJencc'butlding. m fighting the 
causes of terrorism. a.s well as 
in building the sort of econi.im- 
le and political networks that 
prevent cunfliei and reduce the 
risks of terrorism. I would 
expect in due course ci>uniries 
like Iraq and Iran in (Ind their 
place in the OCME <>ncc their 
international behaviour permits 
II. 

An OCME would not be a 
subsiituic for the cssenrial 
work of Ihc Middle E.i.st pc.ice 
proi:cs.s. There must be m, 
diverskm from that. The rela- 
tionship between Israel and the 
Palcsiiniaas. like thme 
between Israel and Syna and 
Lebanon will have to he 
worked out btUicraily and with 
clarity. But one naturai func- 
tion for an OCME would he in 
support and build on the peace 
process. 

[ have launched the idc.i of 
un Organisation Ujt 
C ooperation in the Middle 
Hiisr. ,ind tve arc di.scu.smng n 
with our friends in the region 
Sind inienialionalty. It wTHild 
help ensure peace, progress and 
stability in the Middle Ea.M; 
objeciivc& that are cnicwl to 
British imcTVsts a.s well as to 
iho.se of inhabitants. 


MtiUttim Rifkmd ts Friimrtx 
Fonrif^n Serrrutn Tim arurh 
J.i reprinted frtm the Ttmrs nj 
hmihn. 
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Bv All Kassav 


Last month 1 had the priv. 
ilege of participating in y 
seminar on competitive- 
ness in the Midole East, 
held at Boston. USA. My 
colleague. Dr. Yusuf 
Mansur, has already writ- 
ten with erudition about 
the theoiY’ but 1 permit 
myself to add to his out- 
put because I was particu- 
larly fascinated by the 
compurison.s drawn at the 
. seminar between bebav- 
iour patterns in 
economies that are com- 
petitive. non-competitive, 
and those woridng to 
increase their competi- 
tiveness. 

One of the areas 
reviewed, where govcni- 
meni action could 
enhance or hinder com- 
petitivenes.s. was customs 
procedures. The speaker 
pointed out that in Peru, 
which had succeeded in 
upgrading this vital .ser- 
vice. a ship's contents 
could be cleared through 
ciLstoms within 40 hours. 
Thr.c put it ahead of the 
U.S.. where the same pm- 
cedurc would lake up tp 
four days. and. as an 
example of uncompeij- 
tivenes.s. another country 
was cited where this pro- 
cedure would take a 
whole week. The speaker 
slre.s.«;ed every syllable r»f 
the last part, to drive her 
point home. I reflected to 
myself that a Jordanian 
businessman would drool 
at the prospect of clearing 
his goods through cus- 
toms in one week. Even a 
delay of merely two or 
three weeks would send 
him humming a gay tune 
and giving generously to 
begzars on his wdy'’\o 
work. 

The point was broughi 
into sharp focus after my 
return, when a friend 
lamented that he received 
a gifr parcel from abroad. 
Armed with the airway 
bill, he went to claim the 
consignment, only to dis- 
cover that it been 
lost, and that he should 
still pay three hundred 
dinars in cusiom.s duties 
for it. Being of a foreign 
nationality, the man wa.s 
flubbergd.sted. He 

inquired why he should 
puy duties on a parcel 
which he did not rcceiu*. 
“Aha 1“ Came the 
answer; “How do wc 
know that you have noi 
contrived I’o elude our 
vigilance and smuggle n 
through?" 

Realising the fiiiiliiv of 
logic in a situation ihai 
w'a.s growing more 
Kafkaesque by the 
minute, his reason went 
numb. He became only 
curious to explore Uk 
process of thought that 
animated his interincutor. 
He inquired how the 
Cusiom.s Department 
reached the figure thi^ 
hundred dinars, as duties 
on □ gift declared in ih^ 
airwav bill to be worUi 
$50. ■ 

Had the customs officer 
read his Doyle he proba- 
bly would have been 
tempted to sty: "You 

know my ’ methods. 
Apply them." insiead. he 
explained, with a wp 
smile on his face, that in 
case of a lost consign- 
ment, it is the custom of 
the Customs Department 
(0 estimate a high value 
for the contents, .so that 
the mlscreani would 
knuckle down and pro- 
duce the parcel which 
dicy a.ssume he 
smuggled (hmugh. in 
order to pay duties on ihc 
real value, which would 
be lower. However, 
he was such a nice guy. 
the officer decided to do 
him a favour and charge 
him only three hundred 
dinars. 

So surreal wa.** ihiJ* 
stuicmem that my friend , 
could only thank the cus- 
toin.s officer and make his 
way to a watering hole 
where to reflect wistfull) 
on departing aernpianes. 
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Digging at Khirbat A1 Mudayna reveals important aspects of ancient history 
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By Rami G. Khouri 

Special to the Jordati Times 

New field research in cen- 
tra) Jordan is generating 
iofonnaiion on two Iron 
Age and Nabataean sites 
that promises to clarify 
important aspects of the 
cultural and poliucal histo- 
ry of these two important 
periods in the ancient histo- 
ry of the land of Jordan. 
The fieldwork at Khirbat 
A1 Mudayna, located 40 
kilometres south of 
Amman on the Moabite 
plateau (southwest of Jiza 
and northeast of Dhiban). is 
headed by Dr Michele 
Daviau, professor of Near 
Eastern archaeology at 
Wilfrid Laurier University 
(Ontario, Canada). 

Her team's first season of 
excavation this summer 
revealed substantial archi- 
tectuml and cultural 
remains, including a walled 
town from the Iron Age II 
period (around S00-6(X) 
BC) and buildings from the 
Nabataean and Herodian 
periods (1st centuries 
BC/AD), just before the 
area came under direct 
Roman imperial control. 

The large tell of I^rbat 
Ai Mudayna was visited, 
identified and examined by 
European and American 
scholars around the turn of 
the century, and was last 
studied for surface remains 
in the 1930s by the Ameri- 
can archaeologist Nelson 
Glueck. Its summit is sur- 
rounded by a large case- 


mate fortificatjon wall, and 
lower portion of the hill 
is surrounded by what 
looks like a moat, formed 
by an apparently man- 
made earthen embankment. 

The excavation on the 
north side of the summit 
revealed pan of the Iron 
Age town's casemate forti- 
fication .system, compri.s- 
Ing the five-mecre-wide 
w^I divided into internal 
rooms, a gateway and an 
external tower, fhe gate- 
way, buttressed by a stone 
pier on the north side, was 
found to con.^ist of six 
chambers measuring a total 
of nearly 14 metrw long. 
Some of it.s walls still stand 
over two metres high. Sim- 
ilar ^teways have been 
identified elsewhere in Jor- 
dan and Palestine, though 
they are not designed for 
maximum security’. 

Three of the six internal 
rooms in the gateway were 
excavated this year. Some 
of them were reused after 
the inititH occupation (in 
the late Iron Age) for non- 
security, probably industri- 
al. purposes: this is evi- 
denced by the remains of a 
lime kiln, a I.6-meire-wide 
limestone basin with 
inscribed designs, col- 
lapsed and charred wot^. 
and fragments from storage 
jars that once stood over a 
metre high. Other artifacts 
found here included gam- 
ing pieces, a basalt moaar 
bowl and an animal-shaped 
figurine fragment. 

Outside the wall are the 



Moabite (Iron Age) female figtirioe fragment from 
Khirbat AJ Mndayna 


remains of a tower measur- 
ing some four metres 
square, whose collapsed 
mud brick walls stood on 
stone foundations. The 
tower probably served to 
defend the gateway. 

About J 2 metres from the 
gate is a visible depression 
that may have formed part 
of a complex water system. 
This area included many 
stone tools that could have 
been used to process food, 
such as mortars, grinders, 
hammerstones, round 
pounders, and loaf-shaped 
millstones. Fragments of a 
tabun (cooking oven) and 
the remains of ash and 
charcoal suggest that this 
area was used for food pro- 
cessing. Dr Oaviau told the 
Jordon Times in a recent 
interview in Amman. 

"Our most impressive 
find was a huge basalt 
grinding platform that 
would have required two 
people to operate, the 
largest of its kind ever 
found in this part of Jor- 
dan,*' she said. Loom 
weights and spindle whorls 
were also recovered from 
this port of the site, indicat- 
ing that textile manufactur- 
ing took place at one point. 

All the shards from this 
area were Moabite in style 
and dated to the Iron II 
period, in line with similar 
poneiy collected by other 
excavators from the impor- 
tant Iron Age sites of 
Dhiban and Balua'. Fallen 
ashlar building blocks indi- 
cate the presence of an 
important and well con- 
structed building in the 
immediate vicinity, which 
will be e.xplored in future 
seasons. One incised 
ceramic shard with 
Moabite script was found, 
probably a personal name 
inscribed on a vessel. 

The importance of this 
Iron Age site excavation 
stems partly from what if 
may clarify about the polit- 
ical history and culture tra- 
ditions in this area during a 
turbulent . . historical 
moment characterised by 
‘ reeiproi;^--i<ieonq;u^C’>.:and 
'nveconlquest = by ^^oabites. 
Ammonites and Israelites. 
This well fortified town 
was almost surely located 
in a strategic and contested 
frontier area, possibly the 
town of Jahaz or another of 
the many Moabite towns 
known from biblical refer- 
ences ' and the Meshe 
inscription. The Moabite 
King Meshe fortified this 
region to protect it against 
his enemies. The impor- 
tance of security is also 
attested in the presence of 
many hilltop watchtowers 
near fortified towns. 

During the Iron Age the 





Part of the Nabataean building nith a staircase, probably a temple, excavated at Khirbat AI Mudayna (photos by Robert E. Mittelstaedt) 


area's population expanded 
and many new towns were 
founded. A parallel region- 
al agricultural expansion 
generated wealth and may 
have attracted would-be 
predators. The major 
Assyrian pre.sence to the 
north was also a factor in 
promoting the growth of 
towns and the local econo- 
my. Yet, we know very lit- 
tle about sites in this remon 
dpring; ;his fqr, nq ■ 

qmti sit^s have b^nexca-,.. 
vked' in the wi'de ’siriiich of ' 
land between Dhiban to the 
south and Jalul to the north. 
The Iron 11 walls were 
probably built on bedrock, 
suggesting that no earlier 
.setUemenis existed here, 
but the life span of the town 
is not yet clear. It could 
have lasted for just a few 
generations, or centuries. 

Nabataean settlement 

The site seems to have 
been abandoned during the 
Persian and Hellenistic 
periods, and shows evi- 
dence of human use again 


in the Nabataean period. 
The excavation on the 
lower side of the tell's 
north slope revealed a large 
building measuring 10 by 
] 5 metres, periiaps a store- 
house (for the perennial 
wadi near the site would 
have permitted substanual 
agricultural production). 
The ancient part of the 
building walls (the modem 
pan represents a bedouin 
fie^d 'dates; ih^;' 
, i.st .Centu^ a 5‘.' du^'hg the’ 
'early RoHian" period which 
was also characterised by 
Herodian rule in Palestine 
and Nabataean culture in 
central and southern Jor- 
dan. 

Pottery from this area 
Included Iron Age shards 
that had rolled down the 
hill from the upper, older 
settlement, Roman shards, 
and terra sigiilata ware 
from the pre-Roman 
Nabataean phase of the 
area's history. Other finds 
included a Moabite female 
figurine, a bulla, and two 
seal impressions. 

North of this area was 


uncovered another large 
building measuring some 8 
X 9 metres, with an internal 
staircase of ten steps that 
turns at a 9()-degree angle. 
On the strength of pottery, 
including a lamp found on 
the stairs, this building has 
been dated to the Herman 
era (1st centuries BC-AD). 
before the direct Roman 
conquer of south and parts 
of central Jordan.. A raised 
'pla^orm with.a'peb^ cyst 
'at, the toa^of/the istaircase 
was reused ^ ‘a ^ve by 
local residents in more 
recent eras, and an infant 
burial was also found on 
the staircase. 

The architectural features 
suggest that the building 
was a Nabataean temple. 
An additional room mea- 
suring 3x4 metres was 
added to the west side of 
the central building, and 
included a doorway, two 
possible arch supports, and 
a stone carved drain. The 
whole complex was sur- 
rounded by a perimeter 
wall that has yet to be exca- 
vated. 


The site produced distinct 
Ntd)aiaean fineware potteiy 
that was imported from 
Petra, as attested by the dif- 
ferences in the clay used 
for the local and imported 
wares. Local clay was used 
for coarsewares. 

TTie redonaJ context of 
the semement in the 
Nabataean period is very 
different from the turbu- 
lence of the Iron Age JI. 
The' Nabataean settlement 
enjoyed relative safety »id 
security and benefited from 
its strategic location on an 
important crossing of the 
Wadi Tharoad, on the road 
between the settlements at 
Unuu AI Walid to the north 
and Umm AI Rasas to the 
south. 

Regional survey 

This year's initial season 
of an extensive regional 
survey, headed by Dr J. 
Andrew Deanuan from 
Austin Presbyterian Semi- 
nary (Texas. U.S.), covered 
an area of some 5 x S kilo- 
metres and identified 18 


sites, of which 14 (mostly 
hilltop watchiowersj were 
previously unknown. Tlie 
newly ^scovered sites 
include an Iron Age shrine 
site and three Nabataean 
farming communities with 
building remains, caves, 
cisterns, dams, and other 
water installations. Smaller 
finds included terra sigiila- 
ta and painted potteiy. 
zoomorphic vessel frag- 
ments, 'liiiijuature shrine 
pieces, andilron age female 
rigurinesiff 

The Wadi AI Thamad 
Archaeological Project is 
affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Schools of Oriental 
Research (ASOR). and has 
been conducted in coopera- 
tion with the Jordanian 
Department of Antiquities, 
wim the assistance of the 
American Center of Orien- 
tal Research (ACOR) in 
Amman. Funding for the 
project has been provided 
by Wilfrid Laurier Univer- 
sity. participants, and pri- 
vate donations. The exca- 
vations will continue in 
1997. 
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Even in Japan, today’s cleanliness 
fads seem surprising 


By Braveo SmiHie 

Thte Associated Press 

Tokyo — Hisako Furuta 
occasionally wears a 
gauze mask in public to 
avoid, as she puts it, 
‘'inconveniencing oth- 
ers.” 

The 20-year-old recep- 
tionist is not timid about 
her looks. Like many 
Japanese, she just wants 
to make sure she does 
not sneeze anywhere 
near her fellow workers 
and subway commuters. 

"It looks rude to care- 
lessly spread germs 
around.” she said. 

But even people 
accustomed to Japari's 
aee-old emphasis on 
cleanliness are surprised 
by the fads it is generat- 
ing now. 

Ever since a deadly 
food poisoning epidem- 
ic broke out across 
Japan in June, the 
demand for products 
such as sanitaiy sax9- 


phones and antiseptic 
bicycle grips has sky- 
rocketed. 


"This latest wave of 


products is really sur- 
msing,” said Kyoko 
Vashiro, a well-known 


sociolo^st ■ at Reitaku 
University. 

For example, ‘'laun- 
dering money’* is no 


longer only a vice that 
banKS dread — it's a 
come-on they use to win 
over customers. 

Sanwa Bank's newest 
automatic teller 

machines not only count 
and press the bills they 
dispense, they also sani- 
tise them to ensure that 
nothing more than funds 
will be transferred to 
their hyper-hygienic 
clientele. 

•'ll may not be crucial 
to public health, but our 
customers are definitely 
more comfortable using 
clean ATMs.” said 
Sanwa spokesman 
Hidehito Mori. 

Tokyo Mitsubishi 
Bank is taking the con- 
cept even further at its 
"total anti-germ 

branch*' in eastern 
Tokyo.. 

Customers line up in 
front of automated teller 
machines with surfaces 
made of state^of-the-art 
plastics indelibly satu- 
rated with chemicals 
that resist bacteria and 

fungus- ^ ^ 

No other bank has 
gone that far, but most 
other major ones are 
laminating their 
machine cards 
the antibacterial 


now 
teller 
with 
plastic. 

Mitsubishi spokesman 


Kazutaka Umegaki said 
such banking is espe- 
cially "popular with 
young female cus- 
tomers, many of whom 
say they do not want to 
touch things handled by 
middle-aged men.” 

The obsession with 
cleanliness really took 
off during an epidemic 
of the olo7 .strain of the 
e. Coli bacterium, which 
killed 1 1 pec^le and 
sickened 10,000 in June 
and July. 

Despite an exhaustive 
government study, no 
one knows what food 
the bacteria was in when 
it first struck on elemen- 
tary school cafeteria in 
central Japan, ' then 
spread nationwide. 

The government 
quickly toughened its 
sanitary standards and 
inspections of every- 
thing from sushi shops 
and public school cafe- 
terias to swimming 
pools and lavatories. 

During the epidemic, 
experts warned about 
dangerous bacteria in 
public bathrooms. 
That’s when the travel 
washlet, a refiliable 
ponable bidet the size of 
a paperback novel, 
emerged. 

The bathroom hard- 
ware maker Toto Ltd. 


says it has sold 130,000 
of the battery-powered 
bidets in the last year, 
four times what it had 
expected to. The items 
sell for $180 apiece. 

Other big sellers this 
summer were pencils, 
pens, stationery, bicycle 
grips, musical instru- 
ments, and karaoke 
microphones — all 
made of antiseptic plas- 
tic. 

Japan has long valued 
cleanliness. 

Most shrines of the 
country's indigenous 
religion, Shinto, require 
a ritual washing of the 
hands and mouth before 
anyone can enter them. 
And no one ever enters 
a home without first tak- 
ing their shoes off to 
avoid dirtying the 
floors. 

But the latest trends 
may be going a bit too 
far, says Ms. Yashiro, 
the sociologist. 

•'Young people today 
chink they can banish 
germs from their lives 
with a few gimmicks,” 
she said. "But after you 
use your antiseptic 
ATM, you still walk out 
the door into a world of 
germs.” 


Americans 

vote 

(CoDiiiuied frean page 1) 
Wamsky, 35, who works for che 
Teamsters Union, as .she voted. 

At the .same locaiicMi, 48-year- 
okl Gloria Grinuley said: "It's 
not like 1 love the guy ... but 
when 1 weigh everything, I go 
for Dole.” 

Late polls said the Repubfi- 
caas seemed likely lo retain con- 
trol of the 100-member Senate. 
But the 435-seat House of Rep- 
resemadves was rated too close 
to call. Mr. Clinton's personal 
.support hovered around the SO 
per cent mark in surveys where 
many seemed to Jixrk upon him 
us the lesser of two e\ils. 

Mr. Clinton, 50, was hoping to 
become the first Democrat 
reelected prebideni since 
Franklin Roosev'elt in 1944. Mr. 
Dole, an ex-KaiLsas senator and 
Wcrid War II .soldier, was pursu- 
it^ “One bsi nussion." Ross 
FN^mt, the Texas billionaire who 
took nearly one vote in five in a 
1992 presidential bid, was a for 
weaker force this time around. 

Out of 185,000 polling sta- 
tions nationwide, the iesidcnt.s 
of two tiny New Hampshire 
commuiuries weie the first to 
cast bullois in tire 1996 election. 
Shortly aher midnighL Dixvilic 
Notch and Han's Location cast 
.3 1 voles for Mr. Dole. 20 for Mr. 
Ginion and fiw for Mr. PeroL 

Expcits were predicting a ]o\^' 
turnout among 148 million reg- 
istered voters. Only 55,2 per 
cent of eligible adults voted in 
1992 when Mr. Clinton won the 
presidency. Turnout .slumped to 
38.S per cent in the congression- 
al elections of 1994 when 
Republicans took majority con- 
trol of both chambers. 


Weizman visit will help bilateral relations and peace process 


(Continued from page 1) 

indicated that Israel 
believed that given the 
imminent sigz^g of the 
accord, Jordanians would 
feel more comfortable 
receiving President Weiz- 
man. who will be paying 
his first visit to Jordan. 

President Weizman will 
be accompanied by his wife 
and senior officials from 
his office as well as the 
director-general of the for- 
eign ministry. 

According to a Jordanian 
official, “President Weiz- 
man always bad a standing 
invitation to visit Jordan 
after the signing of the 
peace treaty*' between the 
two countries in (October 
1994. 

The invitation was 
renewed last month during 


a telephone conversation 
between King Hussein and 
President Weizman. 

President Weizman. who 
will fly by helicopter to 
Amman, is expected to land 
at the Royal Palace around 
mid-moming on Wednes- 
day. King Hussein and 
President Weizman will 
have a closed-door meeting 
to be followed by expanded 
discussions attended by 
senior Jordanian officials 
and members of the presi- 
dential entourage. 

The president will 
address a press conference 
at around 12.30 noon and 
will visit the Arab Potash 
Company on the Dead Sea. 
The Arab Potash Company 
and Israel's Dead Sea 
Works have launched a $90 
million joint venture to pro- 
duce bromine using Israeli 


technology and Jordanian 
raw material, tnfrastruenire 
and management. 

President Weizman 's visit 
to the potash plant. Mr. 
Shamir said, was an indica- 
tion of Israel's strong desire 
to develop close economic 
ties with Jordan. He cited 
other joint projects in the 
pipeline, including “the 
lowest park on earth** near 
che Dead Sea and the 
“Peace" airport at Aqaba 
that will serve both Jordon 
and Israel. 

The ambassador said Jor- 
danian and Israeli officials 
had been meeting regularly 
to present joint projects at 
the MENA summit and 
businessmen from both 
sides were also close to 
concluding many private 
sector projects. 


No deal will be signed if it covers onJy Hebron — PNA 


(Continued from page 1) 

ing in a bid to hammer out a 
Hebron deal before Mr. 
Ross' return. 

Mr. Mordechai said that 
measures will be taken 
against extremist senlers try- 
ing to create provocations. 

On Tuesday, police arrest- 
ed Jewish settler Noam Fed- 
erman, a former leader of the 
outlawed anti-Arab Kach 
movement, because be sent 
an inflammatory fax to Israel 
Radio. 

Mr. Mordechai also visited 
the West Bank town of 
Nablus, another friction 
point between settlers and 
Palestinians. 

He stopped at Joseph's 


tomb, che reputed burial sice 
of the biblicd pauiarch. The 
seminary was the site of 
some of the fiercest fighting 
in September. 

Sameh Kenaa, a Palestin- 
ian security official, protest- 
ed the positioning of Israeli 
soldiers at Joseph's Tomb, 
saying it was supposed to be 
protected by civilian guards 
only. "This is only a place 
for prayer and not for mili- 
tary activities.’’ he said. 

l^estinian police and the 
Israeli amiy extended joint 
patrols to the West Bank 
town of Jericho on Tuesday 
for the first time since the 
two sides fought running 
gunbanles in late September. 

The Israeli army mean- 


while lifted iLc ban on Israeli 
citizens visiting the 
autonomous Palestinian ter- 
ritories of Jericho and Jenin 
in the northern We.si Bank. 

In another development, 
the Palestinain police 
reopened an ancient syna- 
gogue near Jericho closed 
since late September. 

Most joint patrols in the 
Gaza Strip resumed last 
month and General Ziyad AI 
Atrash. bead of the Palestin- 
ian delegation in the joint 
security committee with 
Israel, told AFP Sunday that 
patrols had ol.so begun in the 
Jenin region and would be 
gradually extended to ocher 
areas of the West Bank, 
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Unexpected oil demand 


surge baffles analysts 


LONDON (R) — Where 
is all the oil going? World 
oil output is ui record levels 
and refineries are running 
flat out. 

But fivc-yeor high nil 
prices and im’entories at 
wonyingly low levels 
heading into winter have 
prompted oil analysts to 
speculate that global 
demand for oil is rising 
fa'ster this year than even 
the most bullish predic- 
tions. 

“It is quite a puzzle. Pro- 
duction i.s running very- 
high and there has been no 
real .stock building so it is 
blindingly obvious that 
demand is higher than we 
expected/' .said Mike Barry 
of Energy Market Consuf- 
tanis. 

According to the 
International Energy 
.Agency (lEAV tlic West’s 
energy watchdog, global oil 
demand should average 
71.f5 million banels per 
day I bpd ) this year, a whop- 


ping 1.7 million over 1995 
levels. 

And the world will be 
even- thirstier for oil next 
year when demand is pre- 
dicted to surge to 73.6 mil- 
lion bpd, the lE.A says. 

But analysts say the Paris- 
based lEA which draws its 
membership from members 
of the Organisation for Eco- > 
nomic Cooperation and 
Development tOECD) 
appears to have underesti- 
mated world oil use. 

And they say that if the 
harsh winter of 1995-1996 
is repeated demand could 
even ^ stronger. 

“We think demand is at 
least 200.000 bpd higher 
than the lE.A numbers for 
this year and about 300,000 
above for 1997 assuming 
just normal winters." said 
Mehdi Varzi. an oil analyst 
at Kleinwort Benson. 

Growth of oil use for 
transport continue.s to out- 
pace economic growth and 
appears immune to dowm- 


lum.'^ in the economy or 
higher oil prices, analysts 
say. 

".America's renewed love 
aft'air with big engines and 
big cars has impacted fuel 
efficiency which has been 
declining since 1991 and in 
large pan e.xpiains the 
renewed growth in 
demand." said veteran oil 
trader Andrew- Hail, presi- 
dent of Phibro Inc. in a 
recent speech. 

Spuired by an economic 
rcviral. OECD demand has 
been growing between 2.1 
and 2.5 per cent .so far lhi.s 
year, .say.s consultants 
Petroleum ' Finance 

Co.tPFO. 

The Wa.shingtoo-ba.sed 
PFC .says U.S. demand for 
oil. especially for middle 
distillates like heating fuel 
and diesel, is averaging 4.7 
per cent o\-er 1995 levels. 

While Che U.S. is pacing 
OECD demand growth, 
demand in the larger non- 
OECD countries like Indio, 


South Korea, China and 
Brazil is even more remark- 
able. 

PFC says year-to-date 
demand growth for gasoil 
and diesel in India is 13.5 
per cent over 1995 while 
Brazilian gasoline demand 
is up 18.3 per cent and 
Korean gasoline demand up 
17.8 per cent.- 

“The engine of growth is 
really in Asia. Mexico and 
Brazil. These countries do 
not follow the pattern in the 
OECD and some have 
moved in a big way to 
petrochemicals and high 
tech industries using a lot 
of oil." one Europe-ba.sed 
demand forecaster .said. 

Buoyant demand coupled 
by tensions in the Middle 
East and a reluctance to 
sell oil while stock levels 
ore .so low has pushed 
■ prices to posi-Gulf war 
highs recently. 


Pakistani businessmen generally 
pleased with Bhutto’s dismissal 


K.AR.ACHI (AFP) — Pak- 
istan's business community 
Tuesday hailed the dis- 
mi.ssal of Benazir Bhutto's 
government, saying her 
policies were responsible 
for u wrecked national 
economy. 

‘The economy of the 
country* is in shambles and 
the Bhutto government is 
responsible. It is a very 
goi^ decision and should 
have come a month earlier." 
said Ilyas Bilour. the presi- 
dent of the Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of 
Commerce and Industries. 
'*.A.s they say. it is never too 
late." 

“We do not want such 
people to return to power. 
The communtt}* has greeted 
this change with a sigh of 
relief. They (Bhutto's gov- 
ernment) were totally 
against the business com- 
munity." Mr. Bilour added. 

He said the change would 
create confidence among 
the business community, 
but “it would lake time for 


rehabilitation." 

The main point of con- 
tention between Ms. Bhutto 
and the busine.s.s communi- 
ty- had been the imposition 
of heav 7 ta.xe.s in the budget 
last June and the constant 
devaluation of the Pakistani 
rupee against (he U.S. dol- 
lar. 

Financial analysts 

received the news with cau- 
tion, saying the composi- 
tion of the caretaker gov- 
ernment ahead of fresh 
election next February 
would have a major impact 
on international ^nv'eslor^' 
confidence. 

“There will be on imme- 
diate rise in the .stock mar- 
ket index, but that will be a 
short-term correction." said 
an analyst who requested 
anonymity. “General uncer- 
tainty will keep the market 
see-sawing for a while." 

“The ousting of the gov- 
ernment has been interpret- 
ed by the market as a very 
good change." said Yusin 
Lakhani. a leading .stock 


broker at the Karachi Stock 
Exchange (KSEl. 

“People are satisfied a.s 
they think the worst in the 
history of Pakistan is over. 
Even those who arc not 
businessmen are cursing 
the ousted governmenL" 
Mr. Ltkhani said. 


“Whoever comes into 
power will face difficulties 
on the economic from," 
said the head of the Tata 
group of companies. 

Businessmen maintained 
M.s. Bhutm's fiscal policies 
had increased duties on 
impbns - and repeatediy 
devalued the rupee and had 
made many Pakistani 
expons uncompetitive. 

"The change has given us 
a new leo.'ie of life. It has 
given us u chance to stab- 
lise our busine.ss. otherwise 
the Bhutto government 
xvould have destroyed us," 
.said garments exponer .Aziz 
Rajput. 

.Analyst* warned against 
over-optimism. pointing 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Mimicked 
5 Party noshes 
9 Companionless 

13 Odense native 

14 Ancient city of 
Edom 

15 Gloat 

16 Historic land of 
Israel 

17 English region 

18 RLS villain 

19 Bookplate 

21 Biolo^sl Carrel 

23 Actress Caldwell 

24 Fisher cousin 
26 Melodic flourish 
30 Swankier 

34 Big r^me in 
pickles 

35 Objective 

37 Pot 

38 Parseghian 

39 Hebrew prophet 

42 Golfer Davis 
Love — 

43 Vitality 

45 Pre-med course 

46 lor the 
Misbegotten” 

48 Dutch province 
50 Looks askance 
52 Down Under Gl 

54 FBI man: abbr. 

55 Wolfhound 
58 Conventional 

63 Kirghiz range 

64 Kentucky 
college 

66 Restaurateur 
Toots 

67 — up (judge) 

68 Kind of tide 

69 Hebndes 
island 

70 Gardener, at 
times 

71 Disturb 

72 Vaaliate 
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by William Canine 


DOWN 

1 Dressing tool 

2 Rue de la — 

3 Organic 
compound 

4 Resident 

5 — Amaz 


6 nice to 
have..." 

7 Before: pref. 

8 Growing among 
rocks 

9 Symphonic 
movement 

10 African antelope 

11 CAcrty 

12 Is beholden 

14 — de Cuellar of 
the UN 

20 Buddhist monk 

22 Permit 

25 Hallmarks 

26 Actor Palminleri 

27 Home on high 

28 Actress Ladd 

29 Program 

31 Troy to the 
Greeks 

32 "Middlemarch” 
author 

33 Pours down 

36 Volga tributary 

40 Tanzanian port 

41 Guffaw 



0 1996 Tr.bune MMa Soraus. !nc. 
An righSR re^fVMl 


44 Window man 
47 Cell division 
process 
49 Year Sp. 

51 Site of Doha 
S3 Welsh dog 
55 Wild party 


56 Melange 

57 Demolish 

59 Stagger 

60 Red Sea vessel 

61 Mrs. Chaplin 
62' Type of picture 
65 K:nd of trrp 


out that there wxiuid be lim- 
ited instant improvement. 

"On the economic front, 
there will be little short- 
term gain." the analyst said. 
“Any incoming government 
will inherit the economic 
problem.^." 

“Whoever comes into 
power will face difficulties 
on the economic front." 
said the head of the Tata 
group of companies. 

Bu.sinessmen maintained 
Ms. Bhutto's fiscal policie.s 
had increased duties on 
imports and repeatedly 
devalued the rupee and had 
made many Pakistani 
exports uncompetitive. 

‘The change has given us 
a new* lease of life. It hu.s 
given us a chance to .stab- 
Use our business, otherw ise 
the Bhutto go\*ernmcnt 
would have de<itroyed us," 
said garments exporter .Aziz 
Rajput. 

Analysts warned against 
ovcr-optimi.sm. pointing 
out that there would be lim- 
ited instant improroment. 

“On the economic front 
there will be little short- 
lenu gain." the analyst said. 
“Any incoming government 
will inherit the economic 
problems.” 


West Bank industries to boycott 
Cairo economic summit 


RAMALLAH. West Bank 
(AFP) — Palestinian 
industrialists said Tuesday 
they ivould boycott the 
Middle East economic 
summit in Cairo to protest 
Israeli security measures 
which have damaged the 
Palestinian economy. 

*The industrial unions 
working in the We.st Bank 
have announced their deci- 
sion" to boycott the sum- 
mit. Mozen Sunuqrat. head 
of the Union of Food indus- 
tries. told (he Palestinian 
dally Al Ayyam. 

“Because of Israeli poli- 
cies which have led to the 
deterioration of the eco- 
nomic situation, we find no 
justification for participat- 
ing in the summiC" he .said. 

The presidents of the 
eight unions rcpre.scnting 
industry owners in the Wc.st 
Bank decided at a meeting 
Saturday in Ramallah not to 
attend the third annual eco- 
nomic summit, to be held in 


Cairo on Nov. 12-14, 

‘This is our way to 
expn:.ss our and our peo- 
ple's .suffering under the 
current economic deteriora- 
tion and under I.sraeli mea- 
sures of force such as ihe 
closure of the territories." 
they said in a statement. 

Mr. Sunuqrat said Pales- 
tinian businessmen “did not 
benefit" from the previous 
two economic summits 
held in Casablanca. Moroc- 
co. and Amman. 

“From the Amman sum- 
mit there were investments 
by .'iO international compa- 
nies in Israel. The investors 
explained that ,they could 
not invest in Palestinian 
areas due to heavy Israeli 
measures there." he .said. 

In the Gaza Strip, the 
president of the .A.ssociation 
of Local Bu.sines.smen, 
Mahmoud Al Farr, told 
AFP his group “had wanted 
to boycott the summit 
because we sec nothing 


beneficial comming out of 
it." 

“Bui (Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser) Arafat asked 
that wc go in order to keep 
up good relations w'iih 
Egypt, so we agreed?" Mr. 
Farr said. 

Israel imposed a closure 
on the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip last February after a 
wave of unti-Isracii bomb- 
ings. It relaxed the closure 
to allow 50.0(X) Palestini- 
ans into jobs in Israel, but 
rcimposed a complete seal 
1 0 days ago. 

The Palestinian gross 
domestic product has 
dropped by 23 per cent over 
the past four years, while 
per capita income fell 39 
per cent over the .same peri- 
od. according to a U.N 
report released Saturday. 

The report stressed the 
negative impact of Israel's 
frequent closures of the 
Palestinian territorie.s. 
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66.94 

0.7834 

894.14 

- 

3.0110 

PR Franc 

0.1950 

0.2959 

0.1184 

24.8889 

2Z21 

0.2599 

33.17 

33.1700 

■ 


Cncrev 


Mid-East Currencies 








g>H51 




Brent 

22.35 

22.55 


SA RIyal 

0.2666 

0.4049 

0.1621 

0.34067 

30.4238 

M.Texa 

22M 

22.75 


AE Dirham 

0JI724 

0A1365 

0.1656 

0.34802 

314)81 

Bony 

22JS 

22.55 


KW Dinar 

3.3456 

5.0813 

2.03376 

4.2738 

381.679 

Ocibai 

20.44 

20X4 


BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.02739 

1A12G4 

3.36868 

302.663 

UL Gas 

223.00 

221.00 


CY Pound 

2.1599 

3.2783 

1.3122 

2.7578 

246.069 


Metal Prices 


Currency Dcnosii Rates find) 





Gold (oz’s) 

379J3 

379.8 

Sliver (oz's) 

4J2 

4A4 

Piatinum (ox's) 

381.5 

382.5 

AL (3 Months) 

1430 

1431 

CU (3 Months) 

1959 

0 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1061 

1063 

Lead (3 Months) 

741 

742 

Nl (3 Months) 

7150 

7155 


Enerev 




n 



USD 

5.18 

5J7 

S.43 

5.50 

5.54 

CBP 

6.08 

6.18 

6.19 

6.50 

6.50 

JPY 

0.37 

0.37 

0.41 

0.43 

0.48 

OEM 

2.98 

3.06 

3.10 

3.03 

3.12 

FRF 

3.25 

3.35 

3.42 

3.49 

3.51 

CtiF 

1.68 

1.95 

2.03 

ZOO 

1.93 

ITI.- 

7.68 

7.50 

7.28 

7.03 

6.89 


* JOD Cro<s Raid 









Coffee (c/lbs) 

121A2 

Spot 


US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

Cocoa (S/ton) 

1342 

Spot 


GB Sterlling 

1.1683 

1.1711 

Sugar (stg/lon) 

157 

Spot 


DE Mark 

0.468 

OA703 

Wheat (Sfton) 

140 

Spot 


CH Franc 

0.5587 

0.5615 

Soya (c/lbs) 

21.53 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.1384 

0.1391 

Tea (stg/kg) 

117 

Spot 


JP Yen 

0.6221 

0.6252 

Barley ($fbsh) 

2.07 

Spot 


NL Guilder 

0.4173 

0.4194 

Rice f5/iOn) 

470 

Spot 


IT Lira 

0.4656 

04679 


.Source- Central (iank nf Jordan. 


Peanuts 


‘fOU SUOULP' 
WRITE A 
‘•PA6e 
TURNER' 


WRITE A BOOK 
I THAT tdiLL “SWEEP 
BOOKSELLERS 
OFF THEIR FEET ' 


YOU should write a 
BOOK THAT 15 “POWERFUL, 
YET HEARTWARMING.'^' 


IMHAVlNS TROUBLE 
WITH THE FIRST 
SENTENCE.. 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECASTPOR 
WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 6^ 1995 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, CanoU 
Righter Foundatim 




p, Francesca Ciri«i 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) This is not 
good day to run oui 
new places since 


In 




oi 


has 



ter celestial period aiHl at 
that time you can he Witt ! 


•zood friends. 


TAURUS: (.Aprit20 rduHt tVoni 


May 20 ) Your, intuitioni -.ii: to Ira^ 

may not work right tod^, \ 

andyouhavetobe«ardid: iV 

with your judgement as ^ r«iri 

well, so take it easy. Later i -riij ‘f i.-,, die oii- 

this evening yim should' 

consult a knowledgeable; the iraf- 

person concerning some I i V 


tonnes of f 

cine that 

allowed u 
enter the 
Aqaba and 
oti Basra.’ 
abih. 'vhc 
Jordanian i 

c'ation to B 
“■ Tosether 
of the Aqal 
Corporatio: 
lion, which 
on Nov._ 1, 
i.<tr\' ot T 
ciafs and r 
from pubn 
shipping i 
transport c< 


project and get advice. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to! 
June 21) The outside [' 
world is not your oystt^V 


today. SO don't seeanyoue ; 
who has a chip on or I 
her 
come 

later tonight which ^ 


shoulder. - 

: quickly rxa , 

fnnmhr ti/hii-h mn r 



1 1.77 .jif'dh 


make your efforts oo ■ 


Consumer society wi 
prices re 

nuMiw tk:. I I * 


career actixities more sue- ; 
ce.s.sfi]J. J 

MOON CHILDREN: i 
(June 22 to July 21) You | 
may have to change ^ ! 
activities you r 
for today, howei-er thUj 
will be for the bettn:! 

Later this evening youj . 

can .spend some-time with I • [HE JORE'.AN C»n>umer Protecuoi 
good friends and have a; ^n!: ihji ihc pnees of "popular to 
wonderful time being In'' oiafelek-.^ be |i‘'S'.ered after the signi 
their company. i'genoiional pnee-' ol chick-peas durins 

LEO: (July 22 toAugiBt!;.i;Tyek.pca'>' are a prime Ingredient of 
21) Don’t get into any 1 Bui ihc .A^>ocl 2 tion of Re.sraurar 
kind of entertazniDeoi [ ’-j|; ty 4 .on\ irice ihe .Ministry of i 
today which is too expeo* i (he pnci*' « the<e .‘ood iieni.s it 
siye and/or risky, ^ be [.jo per cent 'ule^ ia\ ihjt the Depan 
wise. Your nwte_ nealsu^jii^j.qinij^,n impc^m 
your assistance at dttslviiijp m The mtsmaponaj prices of cl 
lime for some pnee. i.* decline from JD0.9( 

tasks which be or she has ; j ,^00-JD0.700 m 

teen wishing to conqrtcic j .J 0 |c|u^,|.pea.^ ha- peaked at JD800 per 

Vi , \ markets bui has fallen laielv i 
VIRGa iMm 22 JO'..,,, 


home since situations 
today could test yoor 
patience. This is 
day and night foi 



Uon. so spend sodi^tUDe 
with your loved onto Id 
somg special fiin .adm* 
ties which will heigbim 
your spirits. 


I fxa as prices '>1 popular food were 
[jjfif>hij|herco#i. (he prices should be 
'jubsuntial drop in ihe international pri 


ffc public resiaurani-- do not voluntarilx 
Gillen the Mini<ir> of Supply must inie 
■31 >0 pixrteci the consumer as it inter 
'iftcpiites Were hiked." Dr. Obetdat ad 
-*!^ciation has rejected any reduction 


LIBILV: (September 23 j drnp in the international pri 

i-w I Ti_!_ t- - 1 .'Oft nni n-niu. .1 .t ^ 


to October 22) Tins is a 
day when you need to be 


nm repre-ent more than three pe 
. *n this p.-pe of food. “Me 

veiy carefiii in mptimi rfi;; (he a—ociation pre.sideni. ' 
all kind. Do nx use ss-r"'‘*«ceml\ shot up and has neaaii' 
cusm in spealdi® these restuurajiLs." * 

others or you cooM j -^Iwneni .jf Custnms. for’its pan. h; 
oflend someone who can I "umber nt \^arnine>. coupled with 
be quite ben^ial restaurants which < 

your career activities. . . ™pa)inE ihe saie.s ti\ 

SCORPIO: (October 23.1 ^ more than 4 fH ici omw; . 
to >iV Youj:n;fllm«,k ' Pi^blic restat 


to November 21) . You^^^Hlina the iradiiional Ar-h-*' !r h 
may feel you dq.hoi toe , i frr.pla,, hommos 3^;^ a loaf ofb 


)ugh of the fine things ; \^as hiked th^nrf- f u ^ 

life today, so do some - 1 of thei 



enough 
('f life 

thing constructive about k i 
and make the most of say | 
opponunities pfesenled : 

Later this eveoii^ you; 
i can go out on the Iom> L 
with vnur loved ones. ' rlE ^TTed u m ■ » 

s.AGhTARHJS: HAL F. 

(November 22 to Decem* : , 
her 2 1 ) Don't fuss over ; 
conditions which you can . 
do little about today andj 
then you can become | 
more productive in ; 

CTTCcr activities. Thi'i 
evening .should te ^lent ; 
on those new 
which need your iihmedi' 
ate atteniioD. i 

CAPRICORN: (Decern- ■. 
ter 22 to January 20) Plan j 
henv to gain mort prW"^ 
perity in the days Acad | 
and get rid of re.stricnons 
in tin.' path of yoto 
progress. Later thb 
evening can be 
close friends in Awb 
activities which are fte[-, 
for those involved. 

AQUARIUS; 

21 to Febiuary 19) J* 

expect much from 





. . much fmm y<tat ^ 
f riends today since iKy|j| 
ore too bllsj^ so 9^^ 
your own came. A'Iih 
ha«.ty changes this 
evening on any curreot 
projects which ycto 
involved in at this time ** *^11]) 
there could te difOcultieS. 
PISCES; (February 20ffl 
Maiyrh 20) Avoid civic or 
worldly since bigwig InLQpv 
• hrinfu! rSH* T 



ambles 


SCRAMBLED 1 
oy Htnri AffloWm 


wtHild nbt be very telj^ 
to you ttxJay, Postpone 
until a bener day 
j career activities whi« 3^^ 
j yj-fti arc currently 
I in and then you will gal®,>; 
j the succeiu; you have been 
seeking for .some time. 


I Binhstonc of 
} ben Topaz — Tiger’* ^ 
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les \shich wiJj 
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noujn of th^ 
f liiV ioda>- 
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Baghdad pledges to grant Aqaba port ‘absolute priority’ 
with implementation of oil-for-food deal 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — In view of 
the possible implementa* 
tion of the U.N. oil-for- 
food deal, Baghdad has 
granted “absolute priori- 
to the port of Aqaba 
ita traffic of Iraq-bound 
.merchandise, Pons Cor- 
poration Director Gener- 
al Mohammad Dalabih 
said upon his return from 
a twoAlay visit to Iraq. 
"*^e Iraqi authoiities 
pledged to give absolute 
prionty to the port of 
Aqaba and, when the oil- 
for-food agreement will 
be implemented, the traf- 
fic of the 2.3 million 


tonnes of food and medi- 
cine that Iraq will be 
allowed to import will 
enter the country via 
Aqaba and (the Iraqi ron 
oq Basra," said. Mr. Dal- 
abib, who headed the 
Jordanian cranspon dele- 
gation to Baghdad. 

Together with members 
of the Aqaba-based Ports 
Corporation, the delega- 
don, which left Bagh&d 
on Nov. 1, includeoMin- 
istiy of Transport offi- 
cials and representatives 
from public and private 
shipping and maritime 
transport companies. Mr. 


Dalabih said. 

During what Mr. Dal- 
abih described os a “very 
successful" visit, delega- 
tion members held taScs 
with Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Mohammad 
Hamda Zubeid, Minister 
of Trade Mohammad 
Mahdi Saleh. Minister of 
Transport Ahmad Mur- 
tadah and other Iraqi 
officials. 

The U.N. oil-for-food 
plan, agreed on May 20, 
was to allow Iraq to sell 
oil worth $2 billion over 
a six-month period on a 
renewable basis to buy 
food and medicine for its 
people, heavily suffering 
from a six-year-long 
U.N.-imposed trade 


embaigo. 

But, following l^i 
forces' attacks against 
the Kurdish-held north of 
the countiv early in Sep- 
tember, tne U.N. sus- 
pended the deal. 

Two weeks ago, how- 
ever. international news 
agencies quoted Turkish 
Foreign Minister Tansu 
Ciller as saying that U.N. 
Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali had told 
her that “Iraq's oil 
pipeline would be 
reopened in a few 
weeks." 

The Aqaba port was 
expected to handle a 
major increase in the vol- 
ume of Iraqi-bound 
goods once the U.N. plan 


became effective, and the 
Jordanian delegation's 
recent visit confirmed 
such expectations. 

“The 2.3 million of 
tonnes of food and medi- 
cine (that Iraq is expect- 
ed to import under the 
U.N. plan) will reach 
Baghdad via both Aqaba 
and Basra," Dalabih 
said. 

Com^ning of a drop 
in traffic and business 
following the imposition 
of tile embargo against 
Iraq. Mr. Dalabih noted 
that “the Port of Aqaba 
has been working below 
capacity since 1990," and 
added that the port, 
“which used to handle 20 
million tonnes of goods 


every year before 1990, 
is handling now only 13 
million tonnes of mer- 
chandise." 

According to media 
reports, tonnage through 
Aqaba reached an "his- 
toric minimum" of 
around 10 million tonnes 
in 1994, dropping from 
the peak of 20 million 
tonnes in 1988. when at 
least a third of Aqaba's 
cargo was Baghdad- 
bound. 

Commenting on these 
figures. Mr. Dalabih said 
business at the Aqaba 
port “suffered a 60 per 
cent loss." since Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in 1990. 
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Consumer society wants 
‘popular^ food prices reduced 


** . THE JORDAN Consumer Protection Society is 
demanding that the prices of "popular" food (hommos. 
foul, falafel etc.) be lowered after the significant drop in 
iotemationa] prices of chick-peas during the past few 
days. Chick-peas are a prime ingredient of many Arabic 
dishes. But the Association of Restaurant Owners is 
actively trying ro convince the Mimscry of Supply of the 
need to raise the prices of these food items in to bal- 
ance a 10 per cent sales tax that the Depaitmeni of Cus- 
toms is insisting on imposing on "public restaurants." 

The drop in the international prices of chick-peas has 
caused lo^ prices to decline from JDU.900-JD 1,000 u 
kilogramme to between JD0.600-JD0.700 nowadays. The 
price of chick-peas has peaked at JD800 per tonne on the 
internatiODal markets but has fallen lately to JDS60 per 
tonne up Co deliveiy at Aqaba. 

Society President Mohammad Obeidat said: “It is only 
fair now that as prices of popular food were raised in the 
past due to hi^er cost, the prices should be lowered due 
to the substantial drop in the international prices of chick- 
0^/'. •, j I 

*Tf the jpublic restaurinbidanot voluntarily reduce their 
pikes, then the Ministry *of Supply must intervene anoth- 
er time to protect the consumer as it intervened before 
wbra the prices were hiked," Dr. Obeidat added. 

The association has rejected any reduction in prices and 
claimed that the drop in the international prices of chick- 
peas does not represent more chan three per cent of the 
raw material input in this type of food. '‘Moreover," said 
Yasin Akkasb, the association president, "the cost of 
tahiheh has recently shot up and has negatively affected 
Ae operations of these restaurants." 

Ihe Dqbitmem of Customs, for its part, has lately sent 
a huge number of warnings, coupled with fines for big 
amounts, to some public restaurants which did not com- 
ply with paying the sales tax. 

There are more than 4,000 pubtic restaurants in the 
country selling the craditiooai Arabic disbes which cost 
250 fils for a plate of hommos and a loaf of bread. Before 
die price of bread was hiked, the price of the dish was 250 
fils (AJ Dustour). 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Giasbergen 



‘If s a manly yogurt with big, 
hearty chunks of beef!” 




.fKinS: 


J 


THAT SCRAUBLED WORD GAME 

« bvHwiri Arnold and MlkaArgirien 


Umciamble tour Jinibles, 

one letter to each ac^iara, to torm 
tour ordnaiy words. 


POCAN 

mm 


ii 




/Mlldwnwiniil, 


lBaiU!lliM 


mmmm 

■3 


FALOFY 


■ 

m 

m 

■ 

■ 

■1 



BLAVER 


mmmm 

m 

■ 


FOP A LIFE- 
OUAPP THI^ I^T 
wHg N rr 1 ^. 

Now ananga the circled letters to 
farm the surpr&e answer, as sug* 
gsi^ by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SWOOP UMBO BUSHEL TORRID 
Answer What the Judge wanted to hear m the ««ra 
ease -BOTH SIDES 


aooszue bank centca xmout - shkezsami 

TSLXPUOMS: S07171 / S07179 

onsAirztBD wuucn ssuu pazcb lis; for tosboax os/ii/iees 




PAST 12 

MONiaS 
— EStT 

COKPAKT'S MAKE 

P / E 

OIV. 

MO. 

OP 

TRANS. 

MO. OF 
SNARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANCE 


2S2.000 20S.000 

ARAB BARK 

13.5 

1.42 

6 

200 

49200 

246.50 

246.00 

.50- 


1.250 

.880 

KZO.EAST IMV.BK. 

69.0 

0.00 

13 

9200 

9646 

1.05 

1.05 



2.700 

2.120 

ZNOOSTRIAI DEV.BK. 

5.2 

6.13 

18 

1675C 

37579 

2.22 

2.27 

.OS'* 


5.250 

4.250 

THE BODSIMC BE. 

13.1 

2.82 

11 

3300. 

16137 

4.83 

4.90 

.074- 


1.200 

.890 

jor.golp bank 

5.4 

7-78 

9 

18650 

167BS 

.90 

.90 

- 


4.180 

3.300 

JOB. ISLAMIC BARE 

17.9 

O.OQ 

3 

1150 

4273 

3.72 

3.72 



3.380 

1.800 

BBIT.AL-KAL (BEZTKA) 

1.1 

8.33 

1 

400 

720 

1.64 

l.SO 

.04- 


5.850 

4.450 

ARAB BARXXHG OO. 

23.3 

0.00 

9 

4251 

19119 

4. SO 

4.50 

- 


1.630 

1.000 

prxlaoel.zrv.be. 

9 

0.00 

14 

8174 

10556 

1.30 

1.29 

.01- 


8MIK SECTOR TOTALS XtfDEXi 188.89 >CHCi 

0.00 

64 

62075 

164014 





2.870 

2.500 

OiaTED IRSOBARCB 

11.7 

4.21 

1 

250 

713 

2.78 

2.B5 

.o?-* 


4.550 

4.000 

JEROSALER IRSOR. 

U.2 

4.44 

3 

124 

558 

4.55 

4.50 

.05- 


2.910 

1.880 

JOB PRENCB IRSOR. 

5.2 

10.87 

4 

312 

574 

1.88 

1.84 

.04- 

* 

3.QS0 

2.010 

TARMOCnC IRSOR. 


0.00 

1 

200 

386 

2.03 

1.93 

.10- 


2.400 

1.850 

ARAB LZPE IRSOR. 

8.3 

7-27 

3 

650 

1430 

2.20 

2.20 

- 


ZRSORMfCS SECTOR TOIILLS IBDEXt 118.19 >C8C: 

-0.57 

12 

1536 

3661 





1.900 

1.4S0 

JOR. ELECTRIC PffR. 

11.0 

7.59 

7 

5700 

9006 

1.S3 

1.58 



2.800 

2.090 

SHIPPING LINES 

10.6 

7.94 

2 

15000 

37800 

2.54 

2.52 

.02- 


1.990 

1.080 

RATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

6 

2000 

2320 

1.16 

1.16 

• 


1.260 

.590 

JOBOAR ZRTL.TRAO. 

31.3 

0.00 

1 

so 

31 

.62 

.61 

.01- 


3.660 

3.130 

ARAB IRTL.ZKV.EDOC. 

13.5 

5.65 

3 

3781 

12931 

3.42 

3.42 

m 


1.290 

.960 

ZARKA BDOCAIZOE 

9 

0.00 

2 

1700 

1831 

1.08 

1.07 

.01- 


2.430 

1.700 

UHZFZBD CO. 

9.1 

5.78 

1 

100 

173 

1.72 

1.73 

.01'* 


SERVICE 

SECtCK TOTALS IIOEX: 110 

37 SCNGs 

-0.08 

22 

28331 

64092 





3.770 

3.060 

JM, CEKBET FACT. 

18.9 

3.03 

27 

14536 

48332 

3.31 

3.30 

.01- 


S.SSO 

2.710 

JOR.FHOSPaATE MIKES 

32.6 

0.00 

10 

1912 

5827 

3.05 

■ 3.05 

• 


S.960 

4.780 

ARAB POCASU CO. 

17.0 

3.S7 

2 

290 

1621 

5.60 

5.60 

• 


10.S50- 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. RBFZKART 

9.3 

6,73 

12 

505 

4629 

9.17 

9.16 

0 

1 


8.150 

6.420 

JOR.NORSTEO KZILS 

8.9 

3.61 

1 

1000 

6930 

6.93 

6.93 

• 


4.870 

3.100 

ARAB PBARM. MARF. 

17.7 

6.21 

21 

4645 

15566 

3.23 

3.22 

.01- 


6.450 

5.650 

JOR.CBRAMIC XRO. 

7.5 

4.13 

2 

4000 

24200 

6.06 

6.05 

.01- 


2.600 

2.050 

JORDAH DXXRT 

13.2 

6.98 

2 

261 

604 

2.15 

2.15 

• 


2.290 

1.400 

RAPIA XRDOSTRIBS 

P 

0.00 

2 

4250 

6033 

1.48 

1.42 

.06- 


.960 

.450 

LZVBSTOCE 8 POOLTRS 

9 

0.00 

SO 

43950 

25540 

.57 

.58 

.0l4> 


1.500 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CORV.TRD. 

7.9 

8.93 

3 

SOD 

580 

I.IS 
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Analysis shows 
standings of 
banks in Jordan 

Following is the first of a two-part arftc/e 
comparing the assets, deposits and other 
financial data posted by the banks at the 
end of last year 

By Samir Ghawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — An analy- 
sis of the balance sheets 
and profit and loss state- 
ments published by 19 
commercial and inv'est- 
ment banks curating in 
Jordan, shows the Arab 
Bank and the British- 
Bank to be leading the 
banking sector in terms 
of size and profitabilit}'. 

According to Mufleh 
Aqel. the senior and 
well-known banker 
whose analysis of the 
1995 peifbnnance of 
banks is the 13th consec- 
utive comparison that he 
annually conducts, 
another four banks 
reached the top rank in 



Mufleh Aqel 


terms of other criteria such as efficiency and productivity. 

In terms of the size of assets, the Arab Bank ranked in first 
place with a total JD 2.S39.1 million that represent 33.7 per 
cent of the overall assets of banks in Jordan. In second place 
came the Housing Bank (JD 1.103.4 million or 14.7 per 
cent) followed by the Jordan Islamic Bank with JD 621,9 
million in total assets that represent 8.3 per cent of the over- 
all assets of banks in the Kingdom. The ranking c>f the three 
banks in 1995 were unchanged from the 1994 list. 

The Bank of Jordan with JD 457 million in total assets 
replaced the Cairo Amman Bank (JD 417.1 million) as 
fourth largesL Retaining its 1994 sixth rank wxs the Jordan 
National Bank which had total assets of JD 304.S million. 

Comparing the banks according ro the volume of 
deposits, the top six were the some banks mentioned earli- 
er and also in the same order as follou s: The .Arab Bank (JD 
2.251.1 million), the Housing Bunk iJD 885 million), the 
Jordan Islamic Bank (JD 5283 million ). the Bank of Jordan 
(JD 384.5 million), the Cairo Anoman Bank ( JD 245.2 mil- 
lion) and the Jord^ National Bonk (JD 241.4 million). 

In terms of percentage growth in assets the Middle East 
Investment Bank achieved the highest rate of 34.6 per cent 
noting that it was at the bottom of the list with a size of JD 
59.9 million in total assets. 

The highest growth in deposits was 30.6 per cent record- 
ed by the Jordan Gulf Bank which at JD 1 34 million ranked 
the 15th on the list detailing the volume of deposits. 

The table showing the order of banks in terms of the size 
of shareholders equity, the Jordan Gulf Bank was the last 
with a JD 31.6 million negative equity. The lowest positive 
equity was th^ of the Pbifadelphia Investment Bunk which 
ranked 18th with JD 73 miUion. 

The top sbc banks in terms of shareholders equity wene: 
The Arab Bank (JD 86.2 million), the Housing Bank (JD 
77.8 million), the Jordan Islamic Bank (JD 42 million), the 
Jordan National Bank (JD 38.2 million), the Bonk of Jordan 
(JD 24.2 million ) and the Arab Jordan Investment Bank (JD 
13.6 million ). 

When measuring the shareholders equity against the 
deposits, the Middle East Investment Bonk and the 
Philadelphia Investment Bank come in first and second 
place with a rate of 21.2 per cent and 16 per cent respec- 
tively. The lowest percentages of 3.8 per cent and ( -23.6 per 
cent) were those of the Arab Bank and the Jordan Gulf 
Bank respectively. 

Citibank bead^ the table of banks when credit facilities 
were taken as a percentage of total deposits. Leading with 
a 29.7 per cent, Citibank was followed by the Arab Jordan 
Investment Bank the Union Bank for Saving and Invi^t- 
ment and the Arab Bank as their rates in this category were 
3 1 .2 per cent, 35.3 per cent and 36. 1 per cent respectively. 

At the bottom of the list, the Jordan Islamic Bank had a 
rate of 81.9 percent 
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DAJ AN! 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs 




FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor. 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Ai Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605-810609 
. Fax: 810520 


STUMOHAIG 

Piofrwionil QaaKni ia 
1 Hour Service 

Develop yourootoor fito at 
ow shop and get:- 

• JUmmO phmtm 


20« M Oi 


Sheieisaiii-« Opp. Grindtajn 
Bulk. Phone: SM042 
Swefieh tel; 823891 


FOR 

exRENT 

L \ FLATS 
A xVILLAS 

N 
f 

G SERVICES 

BYBLOS 
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Leonar^to da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch; 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30-11:30 
Located In Amman 
Rnancial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vailet Partdng 
Reservation Required 



FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


Hi. 




FOR 
1 RENT 

I Doiuxc \'il]fis 

^ Appel] imonis 
in A.mrr.an 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 




*** 





©iLs?mipm 

HOTHL APARTMEriTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
{EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE 1985 

* SPECIAL PRICES 
TOR LONGTERM • STA\J 


-ABDOL'N- 

TEL. 810150, FAX S27U3 


I FF :699369 
FAX : 704414 


Happi|DsA|s^ 

PeHemU ^ 

^ SalUteU 00^ 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
. 10A.M- 1AM 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Ubsr tJClielne 
behind Ssin Rock 
Hotel 
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Monicu Seles 






es drops to No. 2 


MIAMI (.-\FPi — Monica Seles, the 
'i'u!:o''li'.v born Americun tennis player, 
"iippecl I'rom her joint number one \\TA 
moking Monda\' to joint .lumber two with 
Ai'iitUNii Ssincher N'icnrio — leaving SiefH 
Griif us .sole possessor of the women’s 
number one slot. . 

The \\'T.\ had decided to allow scles to 
.share ihc number one spot with Graf when 
■dll' made lier' return to the tour lust year 
after she recovered I’rom the stub wound 
intUcted by a crazed Graf tan at a toumu- 
mem in Hamburg in 1993. 

However, despite Seles winning four 
loumnmenis since her return, and nabowly 
li'sing to Graf in tlic lOn? U.S. Open final. 


her loss to Jennifer Capriati in the »>emin- 
nuls of the Chicago tnumament last week 
has seen her slip from the No. I spot. 

5e]e.s. u-{k> i.'< .suing the German Tennis 
Federation for 24.4 million marks iSI6 mil- 
lion) In compensation for negligence 
because of the stabbing, has been suffering 
from a .small tear in her left shoulder all 
year. 

She is optlmisiie that a new therapy pn?- 
gramme will enable her to avoid shoulder 
surgciy and another lengthy lay-off which 
u nuld force her to miss the .Australian Open 
in January. 

Sele.s is anxious to avoid surgery which 
could sideline her for another 12 weeks. 


JOC seeks to upgrade Jordanian sports 

King sponsors 2 athletes in Sydney Olympics 


By Aleen Bannayan 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Setting their sights on the Sydney 2000 
Olympic Games, the Jordan Olympic Committee 
(JOC) will soon be taking a series of measures in an 
effort to upgrade the standard of Jordanian sports and 
reach an acceptable competitive level. 

According to an informed source at the JOC, a high 
level delegation will soon be leaving to G^eva to 
meet International Olympic Committee (IOC) offi- 
cials. including IOC President Jutui Antonio 
Samaranch, to discuss a plan of action to upgrade 
Jordanian sports. 

The JOC official said that the committee's ambitious 
plan was fiirther enhanced when it was announced 


Tuesday that His Majesty King Hussein would be 
sponsoring two or more e;tcelling athletes to best pre- 
pare them for the Sydney Games. 

“The JOC is adamant to implement a long-term plan 
that would develop sports in the Kingdom. In the next 
Olympics- we will hopefully be participating on a 
competitive level,” said the JOC official. 

“High-level competition requires talent, training dna 
preparation. That's where the role of the respective 
sports federations comes in. They have to start work- 
ing seriously too.’* 

■The official said that once the IOC looks into the 
needs of Jordanian sportsmen it will adopt a plan 
whereby some athletes will be given specialised train- 
ing courses. “Such programmes have produced world 
class athletes in many cases,” he added. 


Ramtha beat Ahli to reach Jordan Cup final 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — AI Ramtha Tuesday scored a 1 -0 win over A1 Ahli to advance to the final match of the Jordan Cup 
competition. 

Mouaffaq Abu Hdeib scored his team winning goal in the first half ending Al Ahli’s hopes of reaching the final 
after they had eliminated titleholders Al Fais^t. 

Al Ramtha will be facing Premier League titleholders Al Wihdat in the final match of the second most impor- 
tant of the Kingdom *.s soccer competitions. No date has yet been set by the Jordan Soccer Federation. 

Al ^Mhdut reached the final after defeating AI Hussein 2- ( in Monday's semifinal. 


Two of the 1996 compedtions — the Cup winners Cup and Fedcradon Shield have alrwdy been won by Al 

■ the F^mier L^gue title up for grabs. AI Faisali topped the 10-team 


Fui.sali and Al Ramtha. That leaves only 
standings at the end of the first round of the competidon which resumes Nov. 26. 


Matthaus 
brands 
Vogts a 
coward 


jSoinon- 

japan-Sout 


or 






...C and Sout 
■*'‘Ck'io Zurich o: 
-»n like judee 
the :ob: 


■I' likely w 


;o<ki fifa 

in Zurich 


MUNICH (AFP) — Bayern 
Munich captain Lothar 
^^atdIaus has branded 
Germany’s nadooal football 
coach Berd V6g& a cowsid 
for the way he dscarded hb 
former captain before the 
European Championship 
finals in June. 

‘Vogts didn't have ibe 
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Germany’s 1990 world cup- 
winning captain who was 
dropped after criticising 
Vo^ on the eve of Euro 
‘‘^at shows his character, 
he's not honest. Jt was the 


,.nl> ’‘ii' 


be 




out. 

If e'ep-'one to 

^ hc-.ueen Japan and 
IK- dipionial 

most disappointing thing ^ 

I've experienced in all mv siir! ,u^.p would be an 

career," added Matthaus 
who was capped 122 times 

by Germany from 1982 to from Japan and 

*994. meet FIFA’s 2002 

Matthaus, wtose Iasi ‘ . oui 

appearance for bis countiy 


^ lio-t’ Liifcniti carrier and 


tlL'rrt-*’- 


was against Albania to 

1994, Vogts said he would 
never pick Matthaus again 
as long as he was national 
coach. 
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Olajuwon, Barkley lead Rockets past Jazz 


II) ihe 

\Wii[/ijp.'ncNr .•r'ttc;al<. have already 


SALT LAKE CITY(R| — 
Hakeem Olajuwon scored 
23 points. Charles Barkley 
grabbed 20 rebounds and 
the Houston Rockets held 
the Utah Jazz to a mere 
nine points in the fourth 
(quarter for a 75-72 come- 
rrom-behind win on 
Monday. 

Olajuwon and rookie 
Emanual Davis scored 
five points apiece in the 
final (quarter, ouiscoring 
the entire Jazz squad over 
the last 12 minutes. 

Mario Elie added 16 
ints and Clyde Drexier 
ad 10 for Houston, which 
overcame u 10-point 
founh-quarter deficit to 
remain unbeaten. 

“Defen.se was the 
theme.” Rockets coach 
Rudy Tomjanovich said. 
“I expected a game like 
this. 


“At halftime, I was pret- 
ty happy, we played horri- 
ble and were only down 
by seven (37-30). It’s 
amazing we could win a 
game like this on the road 
against a very good team.” 

Olajuwon added eight 
rebounds for Houston, 
which won despite shoot- 
ing just 39 percent (24-of- 
62} from the field and 
committing 22 turnovers. 

“I tell you it was fun out 
rhere.” said newest Rocket 
Barkley, who has an 
astounding 53 rebounds in 


his last two gomes. 

Karl Malone had 16 
poinLs and 14 rebounds 
and John Stockton added 
14 points to pace Utah, 
which lost for the first 
time in three games. 

In Portland, Tyrone 
Corbin scored 10 of his 14 
points in the first quarter 
os the Atlanta Hawks 
raced to a 19-point lead 
and cruised to their first 
win of the season, u 94-76 
vicroiy over the Trail 
Blazers. 

Mookie Blaylock scored 


22 points. Steve Smith 
added 19 for the hawks, 
who outscored Portland 
32-13 ir the first quarter 
and then played just about 
even with the Blazers the 
rest of the way. 

Kenny Anderson scored 
14 points and Isaiah Rider 
added 12 for Portland (2- 
1 ). which dropped its 
home opener for the sec- 
ond straight season. 

The Hawks used an 


early 15-0 run to score 20 
of the game's first 26 
points in putting the game 
away early. 

Corbin ignited the bant 
with consecutive three- 
pointers and Blaylock fol- 
lowed with back-to-badcL’'-"' 
layups to help the Hawks 
gain a 14-poim cushion 
with 4:07 left in the first 
quarter. 
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FURNISHED FLAfFOR RENT 

Adjadent one floor flat, condiits of 2 bedrooms, 
sitting, living and dining rooms, with a porch, 
small garden, separate central heating and 
telephone. 

Located at Al Rasheed Area. 

Please call 671860 




ICL.M - JORDAN 

rtpjral Dutch Alrtlnes 




ff 


- EXECUTIVE 


Lctiding European Airline expanding and 
well-represented not only in Iordan but also 
throughout .Middle East is looking for 
*TK'’ - Executives. 


"Ph" st.inds tor KLM's innovative service- 
concept of .'nultr-functional staff trained and 
groomed to perform in all front-line service 
and sales roles in contact with passengers and 
Tr.ivcl .\gonts. 


Best performing 'TK" - Executive will have the 
opportunities to grow into middle-management 
jobs. 


KLM is looking for female / male candidates : 


Age : 20-27 years 

BXum, B.Tech . Hotel Management, MBA 
i*C-l{icr.ile 

Ahsolutciy fluent in English (written & spokeni 
Scrx'icc &. Quality oriented 
Outgoing , friendiv , team player 


Please apply h\ letter explaining interest/ 
suit.'.biiitx for PK-iob, enclose 1 page C\' and 
personal photo to : 

KLM Royal Dutch Airlines 
P.O.Box 1 304 Amman ,1111 8-]ordan 
Bv latest Nov. 1 5th 


Good luck 


Furnished or UnFurnished 

Villa For Rent 


Please Cali : 696586 




Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Located in Shmeisani. Fully furnished penthouse 
deluxe roof with open terraces overlooking Amman. 
Consists of 3 bedrooms (one master), 3 bathrooms, 
large salons, modem kitchen, with central heating, 
telephone, lift, satellite, parking and fireplace. 
Please call: 678501 after 2:00 p.m. 


TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT 
The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Telecommunications Regulatory 
Commission 

“he Te;e“':frrrr.jr:ca:icps Regulatory Commission 
iTFC ' cf Jerdar; arncjnces that it has released a Call 
b:r Terde^'s ‘-rr a second national public paging 
^cence. The rev, serx'ice operator will compete with 
the existing licensee. Jordan Radio Paging (JRP). 
Following cors'j'taticn v/ith the industry, the TRC 
issued the C?.". ‘z‘ Tertders dated November 4. 1996 
•:TRC Cai.' ■.vhsch sets o:j? f.he process that 

‘he TRC v;.- . :n awarding the new licence The 
process cens'sts cl two phases. Durjpg the first 
phase, a sre-:: -3' tender evaluation committee will' 
'evc'.v t"e tecrrioa' aspects ot the subrr.issions from 
all applicants Tnose applicants who successlully 
P.3SS this chase psdicipate in the second phase. I 
.r which *he-r sealed financial proposals will be 
opened at a meerng Cf all qualifying applicants. The 
applicant ctfermg the highest licence acquisition tee 
'.vii: be ;rv'ted to s gn a I'cence agreeme.nt to provide 
the oagin.g se.".vce. 

Parties interested m aoptyirra for the new paging 
licence .may cbtam a copy ot the Call for Tenders from 
the TRC user payment of JD 1500 before 
December 5. 1 396. The deadline tor the submission 
ct appiicapprs .s February- «, 1997. 

For a copv cf TRC Call 1996-1. or for further 
'nformahr.n. ccntact: 

The Office of the Director Generaf 
Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 
P.O. Box 850967. Amman 11185, Jordan 
Telephone (962) 6-866231 - Fax (962) 6-863b>M 


FOR SALE 4X4 
DUTY UNPAID 

Mitsubishi Pajero 1993 model. Full 
options. Excellent condition. JD 9,000 or 
near offer. 

Tel: 823100 X 227, Home 673339 



Coiffeur Nabii Majdoub 

returned to Amman after taking part , 
upon an invitation from 
Tonny and Guy, 

Carita Vidal Sasson, 

in the annual international festival for hairdressing 
whose activities were held in Paris and London 
during Oct. 20-30. The festival, which present^ 
the newest hairdressing styles in ^rope, 
included a group of top hairdressers for women in 
France. Britain and Italy. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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• TANNAH HIRSCH 
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West M 0 spade, and it mpuKd 
nCi crest genius on the part 'll 

declarer, the late WaldcRisr V0R _ , 

Zedi-#iiMo realize that it had u-.bs : n^s( flirnre 
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the tnck ond. with noihins tefi 
hand but red cards, was forced la 
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tninped in dunniy while jeltuc^ 
irtg the las: spade fitCR tho zIo*n 
hand, and South's only Inner wsi a 
heart 
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FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 


•""uie- . 1 
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lather is mail 


220 sq.m., second floor apartment, conststind of 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, guest room, living «oni, 
veranda, mdependent central healing, lelephona^flwd 
room, ^acious kitchen and luxurious furniture. : "c 

Please 


can Tei.: 665711, 664256 


A ttading consultancy firm has the foHowkig poailion 
vacant: 


Human Resource Consultant 


ProRe of applicanta: Unhreraity degree In reMid fiefcJfw 
Age betareen 25*30. Exeeflent cranmind of Eni^ and 

Arabic. Some computer ckifle, and a good apttbde lor 
wtef-pereonal relationa. 


Kinder mdi or fn your cv IS: 

P.O. Box 861568. Aiimanllias. Jordan ‘Fax# 5830 41B | 


CINEMA TEL:634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


CINEMA 


TEl:699238 

PLAZA 


\/^ CWBJlfii 


CONCORD 


TEL;677420 / 


Philadelphia 1 

Tom Cruise ... in r. aw 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

Shows: 12:30. 3:50, 6:15 . 3:30. 10.30 
Philadelphia 2 

SABRINA 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15 . 8:30. 10-30 


CONCORD “1” 




Ammoan Theatre & Clnetna 
TEL: 616274 - 618275 


■YZ- 




INDEPENDENCE DAY 

(in Dolby Stereo) 


■Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00. 8:15. 10:45 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:00, 8:15. 10:45 



CONCORD **2” 

DISCLOSURE 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00. 8:15, 10:30 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 
Mahmoud Salmeh 
& Hussein Tublshat 


Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


Nabll & Hisham's Xhcstie 

tel 625155 


PRESENTS 

the satirical comedy 


Arab Human Rights si 

At 8:30 p.m. ter- 

Theatre is closed Friday & Saturday ^ 

For reservation please call 


J 625155 - 640155 
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Sports 


Solomon-like wisdom needed 
for Japan-South Korea meeting 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese and South 
Korean soccer fans look to Zurich on 
Wednesday for Solomon-like judge- 
mienis on their co-hosting of the 2002 
World Cup. a task likely to have defied 
even the legendary king. 

World soccer's governing body FIFA, 
in a meeting with the countries in Zurich, 
starts to tackle issues like who should 
host the final, how many teams should 
take part and a myriad of logistical and 
fin^cial questions. 

The thorniest problem looks sure to be 
which country will host the final. 

There have even been suggestions that 
a way out of the dilemma could be for 
South Korea and Japan to play each 
other with the winner getting ^e prize. 

But some soccer officials in both coun- 
tries worry privately that there could be 
a backlash against the whole tournament 
in the counoy which loses out 

‘The only way for everyone to be 
happy would be to play it on an aircraft 
carrier mid-way t^rween Japan and 
South Korea," one Western diplomat 
said. 

■ “But of course then there would be an 
argument over whose aircraft carrier and 
where is the midpoint." 

In Zurich, delegates from Japan and 
South Korea will meet FIFA's 2002 
study group members Guillermo Canedo 
of Mexico, Antonio Matarrese of Italy 
and FIFA General Secretary Sepp Blat- 
ter. 

On the eve of the meeting. South Kore- 
an officials, at least publicly, seemed 
ahead in the public relations battle of 
appearing conciliatory. 

While Japanese officials, have already 
staked out their positions on key points, 
the South Koreans say they go to Zurich 
respecting “the principle of equal oppor- 
tunities". 

“Basically, we will begin negotiations 
based on mutual understanding and co- 
operation.'* a South Korean world cup 
spokesman said. 

But the meeting is shaping up. before it 
even starts, as dbe first of many show- 
downs over the next six years. 

Japan wants answers South Korea 
doesn't believe there is time in Zurich to 
achieve a great deal. 

"Tliis lime, we have only two hours to 
discuss things with JapaiL We do not 


expect much but we will do our best to 
narrow differences," the spokesman for 
South Korea's office of preparation for 
the 2002 FIFA World Cup told Reuters in 
Seoul. 

Expectations from the Japane.se side 
are far higher on what the Zurich meet- 
ing can — and must — do. 

“It is imperative that FIFA come out 
with a course of action as soon as possi- 
ble." Ken Naganuma. head of the Foot- 
ball Association of Japan (JFA) and 
Japan’s 2002 World Cup committee, said 
last week. 

Japan says swift decisions are needed 
on the number of teams and financial 
arrangements so it can advise by next 
month which of 15 Japanese cities have 
been selected as World Cup sites. 

However, there is one ray of light. 

The Zurich meeting was not expected 
to discuss the issue of allowing North 
Korea a role in the World Cup, the South 
Korean spokesman said. 

“We focus on the negotiation of 
how we can share the game with Japan. 
At the moment, we are not considering 
North Korea's role in the game.'* he 
added. 

Japan, always lukewarm to the idea of 
co-hosting, already has forthrightly 
asked FIFA to give it the right to stage 
both the final and the opening match, 
informed sources said. 

It also wants the number of teams 
raised from 32 to 40 and FIFA to bear 
some of the burden in lost revenue from 
splitting the tournament by contributing 
towards the extra costs out of the S 1.0 
billion sale of television rights. 

Japan-South Korean rivalry, as intense 
as an India-Pokistan or England-Ger- 
many sporting clash, is rooted in Tokyo’s ' 
colonial occupation of Korea and World 
War II events. 

T don't think people in Europe realise 
just how different Japan and South 
Korea are," a Japan World Cup 
spokesman said recently. 

- “Overcoming the cultural, historical 
and administrative differences is going • 
to be monumentally difficult but until 
the meeting on November 6 . we can't 
even get started 


Saintly comfortably wins Melbourne Cup 



Jockey Darren Beadraan raises his Qogers in jubilation after winning the Mei.bourne 
Cup on Saintly in the 135th running of the Melbourne Cup at Flemington Race IVack 
in Melbourne November 5 (Reuters photo) 


MELBOURNE (R) — Aus- 
tralian stayer Saintly 
cruised to victory in the 
AS2.2 million ($1.74 mil- 
lion) Melbourne Cup Tues- 
day, securing Bart Cum- 
mings’ reputation as the 
greatest trainer in the coun- 
try's horse racing history. 

•The four-year-old Chest- 
nut, an 8-1 chance, stayed 
close to the rail for most of 
the 3,2(X)-metre (two-mile) 
race and sped Iron) the field 
at the home turn to win by 
two-and-a-quarter lengths 
from 33-1 shot Count 
Chivos. 

Skybeau, a 50-1 outsider, 
finished a neck further back 
in third place at Fleming- 
ton. 

Saintly clocked a time of 
three minutes 18.8 seconds, 
the sixth fastest in the race’s 
135-year history. 

- It was Cummings' 10th 
victory in Australia's most 
prestigious horse race, five 
more than his nearest rival 
in the training stakes. 

But there was disappoint- 
ment for giant Irish raider 
and 4-1 pre-race favourite 
Oscar Schindler, who failed 
to find any extra pace on 
the home straight and fin- 
ished a disappointing ISih 
of 22 runners. 

“He just didn’t fire,’* said 
jockey Michael Kinane of 
the Irish stallion, who had 
struck fear into his rivals 
with a fast-finishing third in 
last month's Prix de I'Arc 
de Triomphe. “No sooner 
had I asked him than I knew 
he wouldn't do it." 

Cummings, who scored 
the first of his 10 Mel- 
boume Cup wins in 1965 
with Light Fmgers and his 
last wi± Let's Elope five 
years ago, had faced ques- 
tions before the race over 
Saintly’s ability to stay the 
course. 

Jockey Dairen Beadman, 
who rode a textbook race 


on Saintly to win his second 
Melbourne Cup, praised 
Cummings in his post-race 
speech. 

“Bart Cummings is an 


absolute genius with a cap- 
ital G." said Beadman. who 
won the race on Kingston 
Rule in 1990. 

Not only did Cummings 


breed and train Saintly, but 
he owned and trained its 
sire. Sky Chase, as well. 
“So this was a nice one to 
win." said the 68 -year-old 


trainer, who confessed to 
having a tear in his eye as 
his charge sped home. 

Tt’s getting tougher each 
year. This is very special 
and I savour it very much," 
said Cu mmin gs, who is 
based at Randwick in Syd- 
ney but was a favourite 
with Tuesday's crowd of 
around 90,(XX) in Mel- 
bourne. 

Saintly's Malaysian 
owner, Dato Tan Chin Nam. 
thanked Cummings for sell- 
ing him a horse capable of 
winning the Melbourne 
Cup. Cummings had kept a 
share of the horse. 

The two have collaborat- 
ed before successfully, with 
Think Big, which won the 
cup in 1974 and 1975 and 
was the last horse to win 
back-to-back. 

“What can you say about 
Saintly?" asked Dato Ihn. 
T can say in the Australian 
language — Saintly, you 
beaut." 

“As for Darren Beadman. 
if there is such a thing as a 
copybook ride, this was it," 
he added. 

Cummings said Saintly 
would now go for “a holi- 
day in Japan”, referring to 
the lucrative Japan Cup in 
Tokyo on November 24. 

Kinane, who persuaded 
owner Oliver Lehane to 
bring Oscar Schindler to 
Melbourne instead of going 
for the more lucrative 
Breeders Cup turf in Toron- 
to. said the horse had 
appeared perfectly well set- 
tled before the race. 

“You have to take a stand 
and take a decision. We felt 
— not just me but the train- 
er too — that he was the 
right horse," sdd Kinane. 
who steered another Irish 
stayer. Vintage Crop, to vic- 
tory three years ago. 

“At his very best you 
would have expected him 
to beat them," he added. 
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Schultz-MtGfflrthr holds_rf Venus WiUiams 

■ < BIriFJ TA.'~ 

in OaHaridfRubiii;'M 


OAKLAND (R) — fifth 
seed Brenda Schultz- 
McCarthy of the Nether- 
lands used her booming 
serve and superior expe- 
rience to rally past future 
star Venus >\^lliams at 
The Bank of the West 
Classic Monday. 

The 16-year-old 
'Williams, considered a 
can't miss future top -10 
player, looked set to 
claim the third seeded 
victim of the tourna- 
ment’s opening day 
when Schultz-McCarthy 
turned the- tables to 
record a 1-6 6-4 6-4 
first-round victory. 

i^lier, 34ib-ranked 
American Kimberly Po 
blitzed sixth seed 
Magdelena Maleeva of 
Bulgaria 6-0 6-2 in just 
48 minutes and Linda 
bounced seventh- 


seeded fellow American 
Chanda Rubin 6-2, 7-6 
( 8 - 6 ). 

Rubin was playing her 
ftjTst match after missing 
much of the year with a 
wrist injury. 

Schultz-McCarthy 
turned her match around 
by changing the tempo 
of her shots and serving 
much better after being 
dominated in the Erst set 
by tire talented teenager. 

“The court was a little 
slower than the ones 1 
have been playing on in 
the past couple months,’' 
said the big-serving 
Dutchwoman. “She was 
keeping the ball low and 
forcing me to play her 
game in the first seL" 

It was the fifth and last 
tournament of the year 
for Williams, whose 
father is making sure she 


does not become a vic- 
tim of early burnout. 

Asked if her 12th- 
ranked opponent's expe- 
rience was a factor in 
turning the match 
around, Williams said: “I 
suppose it would matter 
a lot, but since I don’t 
have much (experience), 
I couldn't tell you right 
now." 

Experience certainly 
did not help ISth-ranked 
Maleeva, who was never 
a factor in her match. 

Rubin fell victim to an 
array of misplaced shots 
early and a lack of match 
play — the effects of 
nes^y six months away 
from the Tour. 

Rubin looked sharper 
in the second set, going 
up a break on ^d’s first 
service game. But Wild 
returned the favour with 







SWi^lphia Horek 607100 ■ ■ 

Jsbdonal Music Conservafory, 687620 
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Rubin leading 5-3 and 
serving for the set. 

'Wild then held her 
serve for 5-5 before tak- 
ing the tie-break 8 - 6 . 

T felt tine hitting," 
said Rubin, who was 
injured in March and 
missed the French Open, 
^mbledon, the 

Olympics and the U.S. 


Open. “I've been hitting 
well and 1 was deftnitely 
ready to play. Lini^ 
played well and 1 didn't 
take advantage of all my 
opportunities." ' 

Top seed Monica 
Seles, a two-time cham- 
pion who is playing this 
event for the first time 
since 1992, received a 



Business Lunch 

Bukhara has a great deal for all you 
' busy working people out there! 

During October & November 
we are offering our Business 
clientsaset menu for lunch and we guarantee 
chat it will be served in less than an hour. 
]mer*Continenial Jordan - where 
we make things easier for you. 

For reservations, pUase atil &tl36J es± ???-*? 

; ;^0;^e-iiVorld. One hotel. 







first-round and may 
not see action before 
Thursday. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Newly-furnished apartment, consists of 3 
bedrooms, living room and baicohy, L-shaped 
salon and balcony, dining room, American 
.kitchen, 3 bathrooms, private phone & central 
heating. Area: 250 sq.m. Located in Shmeisani. 
Also available 2 bedrooms in Abdoun. 

Call owner at Tel. 671884 or 617673 




TC/effve N\^<^ 

Experience the different 
gastronomic flavours of the u)orld 
at Forte Grand Amman 
seven days a week 

SATURDAY 

1001 Nights 

Middk Easterpcuisitie at its t>ery be^.. 



^ 'oven to your table. 


THURSDAY 
Cboos&& 

Variety of sizding dishes in a 

A Biend qfF^VQurs^^^^i^^ 







■'From India, Malaysic^, IhdOTi^^ 
.... : '= ■- 

7pm -llpm for resesvaitois pleaset^ 

■■■;■ ■ . \U 

i FORTE 



, P.O.'Bi»95(^Aini^ lU10iSRtoTd9tt 

fOfteGaada hd'laM^rMR^Hot^&R^ 
Odier piopertla in your area Le MCddien D. 

. LeM£ildtea.HeUop^^M«ri^ 
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Taleban warn Iran 


against interfering 
in Afghan affairs 


K.ABUL(AFP} — KabulV 
Taleban rulers Tuesday 
warned of possible milii;ir>’ 
action against neighbouring 
Iran if Tehran does not stop 
its alleged interference in 
Afgh-anisran'.s iniemiiJ afi- 
aini. 

But acting Information 
and Culture Minister Amir 
Khan Mutaqi stressed the 
Taleban would not cross 
into Iranian lerritorx to 
launch any uiuick on Iran. 

“If the unfair Iranian 
interference in Afghanistan 
continues, our people arc 
very unlikely to tolerate iu“ 
Mr. Mutaqi told Journalists. 

“/f they uHack Afgh- 
anistan or continue their 
interference we will have to 
defend our territory, but we 
will not enter their territo- 
ry." he added. 

He said that Iran's alleged 
interference, including .she- 
ltering anti-Taleban alliance 
troops and supplying them 
with arms and ammunition, 
was "intensifying and 
becoming more nagrant" 
each day . 

The warning came a.s the 
alliance, which includes 
northern warlord General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum and 
the gos emment ousted from 
Kabul by the Taleban five 
weeks ago. are battling (he 
militia in northwestern Af- 
gliani.stan. which borders on 
Iran. 

Troops loyal to the c\- 
reginw were reponedly 
Hewn isilo norihwesiem 
Afghanistan fri'm Iran, 
apparently to prepare for an 
attack on the Talebun-held 
western province of Herat 
which shores a border with 


Iran. 

The Taleban has repeated- 
ly warned Tehran, which 
was allied with the ex- 
regime of President Burh- 
-nuddin Rabbani. not to 
help the oppo.sitior] /br-ce.s. 

But the minister said the 
Taleban would avoid mili- 
tary confrontation with 
their neighbour and wanted 
to solve the problem thr- 
ough talks. The possibility 
of a military' confrontation 
is very unlikely.** he said. 
"We will try to solve our 
problem.s through negoiia- 
tion.s and understanding and 
have repeatedly asked them 
to create conditions for 
good mutual relations." he 
added. 

In addition. Mr. Mutaqi 
— the Kabul government's 
spokesman — said the 
Taleban had captured a 
strategic hill near Kabul's 
main military airbase at 
Bugram. 50 kilometres 
north of here, killing 20 
opposition fighters and cap- 
turing significant aoiinuni- 
tion .stocks. 

The ba.se was seized by 
cx-govemment and Dostum 
forces on Oct. IS after the 
pair launched a counter- 
attack on the until-tben vic- 
torious Taleban north of 
Kabul. The claim could not 
be independently confir- 
med. 

Mr. Mutaqi also annou- 
nced that the TaJebon's 
mysterious supreme leader, 
Mullah* Mohammad Omar, 
had appointed nine new act- 
ing cabinet ministers to 
junior posts in the necently 
formed Kabul government. 


S. Lebanon ceasefire panel 
studies Beirut complaint 


BEIRUT tAFP) — The 
five-nation committee mon- 
itoring a truce in South 
Lebanon convened Tuesday 
to discuss a Lebanese com- 
plaint over Lsraeli shelling 
that wounded a civilian 
over the weekend. officiuN 
said. 

Lebanon accused Israel of 
violating the April 26 
ceitsefire accord which calls 
for sparing civilian lives 
and property. 

Leila Hashem. 22. w.as 
wounded Sunday in 
shelling by Israeli artillery 
or tile allied South Lebanon 
Army (.SLA) militia of the 
Iqlim .A1 TutYah region, a 
stronghold of Iranian- 
hacked HizN->llith guerrilla** 
in southern Lebanon. The 
bombardment also dam- 
aged three houses and a car. 
"Hizbollah said lis guerril- 
las retaliated for "ihis 
aggressic'n againsi civil- 
ians" by shelling four mili- 
tia positions in the central 


sector of the occupied bor- 
der zone in southern 
Lebanon. 

It is the third complaint 
fifed by Lebanon lo the 
committee — made up 6f 
Lebanon. Syria. Israel. 
France and the Lmited 
States — since it was estab- 
lished Aug. 15 ul the L'.N. 
headquarters in the bidder 
town of Naqoum. 

The committee last con- 
vened in October to exam- 
ine a Lebanese complaint 
over Israeli shelling that 
wounded i.^ civilians. 

The panel unanimously 
held the Israeli army 
responsible for the Ocl. 1 1 
bombardment, but failed to 
condemn Israel or indieute 
that the shelling constituted 
u violation to the April 26 
accord. The in/ce agn.*e- 
mcni ended Israel's P-day 
military operation against 
Hizbollah in LcKmon that 
left 2tXl people dead, most- 
Iv civilians. 


U.S. repeats opposition to 
new W. Bank settlements 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The L\S. State Department 
Monday reiterated its oppo- 
sition to new Israeli settle- 
ments in the West Bank 
after repvirts that a top 
Lsracii official vowed to 
build one for ultra-orihixiox 
Jews. 

"Our traditional pi^sition 
is that settlements are 
unhelpful" to the Mideust 
peace proces.s. spi>kesman 
Nicholas Bums told 
rcp«jrters. 

Israeli pres.s reptirts had 
indicated that National 
Infruslnieture Minister 
Ariel Sharon hud vowed to 
build 2.000 ap.uiment<: in a 
new commumiy to be locat- 
ed near the existing ultra- 
orthodox settlement of 
Kiryat Sefer. 

Emphasising iha) the pro- 
ject requires the approval of 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Net.tnyahu and 
Israel's defence mini.sier. 
Mr. Bum.« underlined tiiat 
‘*ihey have not made a final 
decision." 

Mr. Sh.'iom had been 
quoted os saying “there is 
enough land here to build 
10.000 or 11.000 apart- 
ments," during a vi.sit 
Sunday to the Kiryat Sefer 
rcsion. located near the 


green line separating Israel 
and the territories it ik'cu- 
pied in 1967. 

Mr. Sharon told local set- 
tlers he wa.s convinced he 
would get a green light 
from the gov emment for the 
new settlement, saying the 
region in question con- 
tained major water reserves 
to support a development 
town. 

Mr. Bums aNo said he 
could not give a specific 
date for L‘.S. Middle East 
envoy Dennis Ross* return 
to the region, but said Mr. 
Ro.ss would wait until after 
Tuesday's U S. presidential 
elections. 

Israel army radio had 
reported earlier Monday 
that Mr. Ross would return 
to the region Wednesday to 
help finalise u deal between 
Israelis and Palestinians on 
Israels long-delayed iiiiop 
withdrawal from Hcbre»n 

Puic.slinian officials said 


Monday that ^face-t«.v-facc 


negotiations on the Hebron 
withdrawal had been sus- 
pended since Thursday. 

Israel "slopped the talks 
because they arc waitin'^ for 
the return of Denni.s Ross" 
Pale.stininun negotiator 
Hass^m Asfour said. 



Taleban fighters fire a Soviet-made cannon against former government forces on the front line. 
30 kilometresTtarth of the Afghan capita}. Kabul, on Tuesday tReuter photo) 


Israel: Iran, Syria say they will 


try to prevent militant attacks 


TEL AVIV (API — 
Responding to requests by 
Israel to rein in militants. 
Syria and Iran said they 
were not involved in terror- 
ism. a .spokesman for Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu said Tuesday. 

Nevcnheless. Israel 
expects the governments of 
Syria and Iran will use their 
influence to curb the activi- 
ties of militants, .said the 
spokesman. David Bur- 
Ilian. 

Israeli newspapers report- 
ed Tuesday that Syria and 
Iran hadassured Israel they 
will try to prevent attacks 
by militants in the Jewish 
state. Tire messages wen? 
delivered to .Mr. Netanyahu 
by American and Gemton 
officials, the reports said. 

Israeli security forces 
have been on high alert 
.since last month after 
receiving specific warnings 
that the militant group 
Islamic Jihad planned, to 
curry out an attack in Israel. 

In recent days, police have 
closed some roads in down- 
town Te! .Aviv, set up check- 
points on major highways 
and increased patrols in 
shopping malls. The 
unprecedented security 
measures have caused 
miles-long traffic jams dur- 
ing mourning rash hour. 

Mr. .Netanyahu defendevl 
the security measures, say- 
ing the danger had not 
passed. “There arc continu- 
ous warnings." Mr. 
Netanvahu said in remarks 


broadcast Tuesday on Israel 
Radio. "We are not hesitat- 
ing. as you have seen, to 
activate all means.” 

Over the weekend. Mr. 
Netanyahu asked the United 
States and Germany to use 
their influence in Syria and 
Iran, respectively, to help 
rein in the militants. 

U.S. Secretary of Slate 
Warren Christopher asked 
Syrian President Hafez A1 
.Assad lo prevent a possible 
attack by Islamic Jihad, u 
Palestinian group ba.scd in 
Damascus. the Israeli 
Hooretz reponed Tuesday. 

Mr. Assad re.sponded that 
he opposes attacks againsi 
Israel, the newspaper said. 
Mr. Christopher relayed 
details to Mr. Netanyahu on 
hnw Syria is trying to pre- 
vent utidcks in" Israel. 
Haurelz suid. 

In response. Mr. 
Netanyahu (decided to case 
some of the security mea- 
sures in Israel, the report 
said. 

Another Israeli daily. 
Yediot Ahronoi. said 
Germany also received 
assurances that Iran und the 
heads of groups backed by 
Tehran would refrain from 
canying out attacks against 
Israelis in the near future. 

Mr. Bar-lIIan. the 
Netanyahu spokesman. s;nd 
German and U.S. officials 
gave Israel messages from 
Iran and Syria suiing lhai 
"thev were not involved in 


terrorism. 

“We nevertheless assume 


they (Syria und Iran) will 
e.xcri some influence on 
these terror group.s," Mr. 
Bur-Mlon said. 

A Syrian government 
newspaper warned Tuesday 
that Israel mighi “explode 
the situation" through mili- 
tary' action on the Golan 
Heights or in southern 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Netanyahu “has 
pushed the situation in the 
region to the worst level of 
tension." the A1 Thawra 
daily said in un cditoritil. 

The commeniary in the 
closely cnmmlled newspa- 
per coincides wiili tension 
between the two countries 
on the Israeli-held Golan 
Hcighl.s due to the continu- 
ing free/c of their peace 
talks. 

Military manoeuvres by 
the two ulso have con- 
tributed to the tension. Mr. 
Assad on Monday rejected 
suggestions iluii recent 
Syrian military exerci.scs 
w'erc a ihreai to Israel and 
said that he could not rule 
out an Israeli attack. 

The Israelis also have 
been worried about the 
ifcployment in September of 
elite Syrian units near 
l.sracli-contmlled Mount 
Honnon in the Golan 
Heights. 

Tlicy responded lust week 
by swging manoeuvres on 
the Cinl.in. describing them 
us prepuralion for pos.sihie 
Syrian militury action to 
pressure Israel to withdraw 
from the Heights. 


Pentagon ‘investigating’ dual 


F-16 missile launches in Iraq 


WASHINGTON lAP) — 
Tne Pentagon i-. investigat- 
ing the l.iunchinc of tvvi> 
L'.S. anti-rjojr missiles by 
F- iri fighter jets over .south- 
ern Iraq. Defence Seeretiuy 
William Perry sa>s. 

Mr. Perry told rcpv'riers at 
the Pentagon .Mond.i> ih.it 
the pilot** were justified m 
their action*- because their 
cockpit vvarning 
indicated the> were being 
targened b> Iraqi missiles. 

But. the defence secretary 
added, "recuuse the collat- 
eral information we have 
ha.s n*' 4 t ppsvided full sup- 
port as loexaci!,v what hap- 
pened. we have begun an 
intensive invcstig;.tion." 

Iraq denied anv missile 
firings ‘■'ceurred. character- 
ising the rept’rrs a-* a cam- 
paign phy bv the Clinton 
udministr.itivm. 

“Fabricating this false 
report is part of American- 
Mvie e!eci:»'neerine." an 
Iraqi Foreign Minisfry offi- 
cial wa.s quoted Nf<»nday by 
the offici.il Iraqi News 
Agency. "It v?ems that, for 
the second time, fabricators 
of this rep^irt have Uic urge 
to diver: the attention of 
Antcricari vt.ijc.'x fn-»m their 
domestic scandals by creat- 
ing false problems abroad." 

In separare incidents, the 
pilots of L'.S. .Air Force F- 
16s fired missiles when they 
gc‘t warnings that ihcy hail 
been "!«.<’ised on" by Iraqi 
surl'ace-io-air missile sites. 
Pentagon officials said. Th*c 
first .such firing occuncil 
early Saturday and the sec- 
ond on .Monday. 

Mr. Perry said it was not 
immediatclv elc«u' what 


exactly caused :hc aircr.'ift 
to pick up such sign.ils. It 
also was not clear w hether 
faulty ‘*v;inimg equipment 
might he involved or 
whether the Iraqis were 
playing cai-und-moiisc 
games w-i;h their radttr sys- 
tems. he said. 

In the meantime, allied 
flights over Iraq's southern 
no-rty zone will continue, 
even though Saddam 
Hussein's forces have been 
“quite quiet" iu the p.(st 
week, the defence seercl.iry 
said. 

Mr. Perry said he had no 
iepi>fts on possible damage 
caused by the missiles. 

Even though it now 
appears that no Iraqi mis- 
siles were launched. KMh 
pilots acted appropriately, 
he said, explaining that their 
rules of engagement allinv 
quick responses to poten- 
tially hostile acts. 

Asked whether Iraq's 
mo%c lv> rebuild its air 
defences caused him any 
worry. Mr. Ps*fry responded, 
"no." He said allied aircraft 
would continue to monitor 
the 7.(?ne carefully. 

The second firing 
occurre<l at IWiK) OMl' 
M(.ifidav about (40 kilome- 
tres) from where the earlier 
firing . took place. BtHh 
occurred just south of the 
32nd Parallel. Mr. Perry 
.said. 

In both cases, the pilots 
returned safely to their kise 
in S.iudi .Arabia. 

Tne Lmited States and its 
allies have been Hying <wer 
.southern Iraq since the end 
nl the Gulf war in 190|. 

The U.S. missile firings 


were the first of Ihcir kind 
since Sept. 4. when Iraqi 
Inrees confronted U.S. 
filers twice .is they began 
their patrols (iver an 
expanded no-fiy /inw for 
Iraqi aireral t . Washington 
had unilaterally extended 
the zone the day before 100 
kiit*metres northw;u-i{ to the 
.'t.^rd Parallel, takuig it to 
the niirskiits of Baghdad. 

Tlie administration argued 
that the extension rein- 
torecd the butfer zone 
between Iraq and its neigh- 
bours. 

The confomiations over 
the no-fiy zone followed 
two .separate strikes by a 
UMal of *U Cruise missiles 
against 15 Iraqi air-dcfcncc 
sites. Those strikes hud 
been sparked by Baghdad’s 
attacks on die Kurds in the 
muih. 

Iraq said it remained Lvm- 
mitled to a decision it made 
in Scpieinber not to fire on 
L^S. warplanes enforcing 
no-fiy /ones over southern 
and northern Iraq. 
Warplanes from France und 
Britain also pafm) the 
/ones. 

Iraq's Al Quddisiya news 
paper said Tuesday (he 
repi'rts of U.S. missile 
.macks on snutheni Iraq 
were nothing more than fic- 
tion iihe.ad of the presiden- 
tial election on Tuesday. 

"Iraq has torn- lo .shreds 
the .American .'illcgations 
propagated for suspect 
electoral aims." Al 
Qadissiya newspaper said. 
“Even (he .Americans admit 
thev are liar.s." 


EU troika to skip 
Arab Jerusalem in 
Orient House row 


TEL AVIV fAFP) — 
European Union foreign 
mini.sicrs will skip 
Jerusalem during a Middle 
East tour next week because 
Israel will not allow them to 
visit Orient House, the 
unofficial Palestine 

Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) office in Arab East 
Jerusalem, European offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

A spokesman at the Tcl 
Aviv cmbo.ssy of Ireland, 
which currently holds the 
rotating EU presidency, 
said the right-wing govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu had 
refused to .schedule meet- 
ings with the EU envoys 
because of their intention to 
visit the Orient House. 

Israel rejects any indepen- 
dent Palestinian political 
prc.scnce in Jerusalem and 
views diplomatic activity at 
the Orient House as a chal- 
lenge to Israel's claim of 
.sovereignty over the city, 
including the Arab East 
which was .seized in the 
1967 WOT and later 
"annexed". 

The European Union 
decided lust month that it 
would not accept the Israeli 
bun and that its troika of 
foreign nunisters represent- 
ing the union's present, pa.st 
and future presidents would 
include the Orient House on 
any Jerusalem visit. 

After Mr. Netanyahu 
informed the Europems 
that neither he nor Foreign 
Minister David Levy would 
meet with them during this 
momJrs tour, the EU troika 
decided lu only vksit 


Palestinian self-rule head- 
quarters in Gaza City and to 
.skip Jerusalem. 

For logi.slical reasons the 
delegation, led by Ireland's 
Dick Spring and including 
his counterparts from Italy 
and the Netherlands, will 
fly into Tel Aviv's Ben 
Gurion Airport on Sunday 
and then head directly to 
Gaza City for meetings 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat. 

The delegation will 
overnight in Gaza and then 
depart through Ben Gurion 
without stopping in 
Jeiusalem, although the 
embassy spokesman said 
that "at Israel's demand we 
have agreed to meet Levy in 
Cairo" during the Mideast 
economic conference ne.xt 
Tuesday to Thursday. 

The Israeli government 
had been hoping that the 
troika would follow the 
example of Russian Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov 
and Britain's Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind 
who both visited Jerusalem 
in the pa.st week without 
stopping off at the Orient 
House. 

When French President 
Jacques Chirac visited 
Israel in October, a dispute 
over Orient House visits led 
him to leave his foreign 
minister. Herx-e de Charette. 
out of the Jerusalem leg of 
his Middle Eo.st tour. 

The European Union and 
most of the rest of the inter- 
national community hav'e 
never recognised I.srael's 
‘annexation' of East 
Jeru.saJem. 


Algerian rebels kill 


10 women, children 


PARIS (R) — Rebels have 
killed 10 women und three 
children, cutting their 
throats one by one, in a vil- 
lage near Algiers, on 
Algerian newspaper said on 
Tuesday. 

Lihcrtc. usually well 
informed on security mat- 
ters. said more than 20 
rebels invaded Dmiadouda. 
at the weekend and .sur- 
rounded u hou.*H?. 

The vvomen and children 
tried In flee hut were 
dragged into one mom and 
killed. ‘The 1.3 persons 
were gathered in n bedroom 
where they hud ihcir throats 
cut one after another." .said 
Libcnc. 

Ooiiiidouda is a elu.stcr nf 
enastiil villages. 50 kilome- 
tres west of the capital. 
Algiers. 

The mass killing tix)k 
place less than a month 
after guerrillas killed more 
than .30 bus and car passen- 
gers. shooting them or cut- 
ting their ihi\>aLs. al a fake 
rnailblnck they erected in 
the simlhcm province nf 
L;ighouui. 

There hasx; been .several 
.simil.ir aitack.s un villages, 
some of which have formed 
(heir own militia to guard 
the eonimunities. Others 
have joined the govern- 
ment-oiganised force of 
l(x:al volunteer guards, 

in Iasi week^'.s attack. 


which stoned in the early 
hours of Sunday, the rebels, 
who have been fighting for 
the past five years to topple 
the authorities, were armed 
with a.ssault rifies. automat- 
ic pistols und knives, the 
newspaper said. 

They encircled one house, 
apparently looking for a 
sprcific target, to make sure 
no one could escape, and 
llicn lobbed a home-made 
bomb into the courtyard. 

Ten women and three 
children rushed out of the 
building und were seized by 
the rebels, taken to a room 
and killed, the paper said. 

The rebels then tried U' 
attack amHher of the liny 
communities, said Libcrte. 
adding that .security forces 
arrived on the scene and 
killed three nf them in a 
gunbatilc. 

Algeria is gearing up to 
hold a referendum to .xmend 
the constitution on Nov. 28. 
The draft constitution bans 
Islamist panics in President 
Liamine Zerouai'.s bid to 
pull the country out of civil 
strife and establish a multi- 
party democracy. 

An estimated 50,000 peo- 
ple have died in .Algeria's 
violence since early 1992 
when the authorities can- 
celled a general election iri 
which radical IsIamisLs had 
taken a commanding lead. 


Mirghani urges opposition 
not to spread bloodshed 


CAIRO (AP) — A senior 
.8udanc.se opposition leader, 
in rciiiurks published 
Tuesday, culled on opposi- 
licMi groups not to launch un 
armed revolt in rhe mrrth of 
the country'. 

Former Sudanese head of 
slate Ahmad Al Mirghani 
w;irncd that lighimg in the 
north would increase the 
suffering of Sudanese and 
reduce the possibilities of a 
{Kihtical solution. 

Siidiin. African largest 
enuniry, is already beset by 
U civil war which has raged 
in the s^wth since I9S.3. 
claiming hundreds of thou- 
sands ol lives and displac- 
ing million.s. 

the eonnict. which has 
weakened the economy, pits 
relvJs seeking automnny 
for (he mainly animisl and 
Christiim south and troops 


of the Islamic government 
of Omar Al Ba.shir. 

Northern Sudanese oppo- 
sition panics grouped in the 
so-called National 

Democratic .Alliance have 
vowed in recent months to 
carry out armed attacks on 
the government in the north 
and cast of Sudan. 

They have launched att- 
acks on army ba.scs in east- 
ern Sudan from neighbour- 
ing Eritrea and there have 
been recent rcpoit.s of sev- 
eral foiled coup attempts to 
overthrow the government. 

"f hope that (he panics 
control ihem.selvcs and 
leave the arena open for ex- 
changing viewpoiiifs rather 
than resorting to fighting." 
Mr, Mirghani told the 
Saudi-owned, London- 
based Al Sharq Al Aw.sai 
newspaper. 



55 million get 
3rd condom 
machine 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
The southern Indian state 
of Tamil Nadu, boasting 
a population of 55 million 
people, has received its 
third condom vending 
machine, the Press Trust 
of India said Tuesday. S.R. 
Balasubramaniam. the 
local minister for public 
grievances, unveiled the 
machine and pronused 
two more would be 
installed soon. “Such 
(contraception) awareness 
is necessary in view of the 
dangers being caused due 
to a population explosion.'' 
he said The vending 
machine, in.staiied by the 
Red Cross Society in the 
central bus station in the 
town of Coimbatore, con- 
tains about 1 10 packets 
of condoms. Tamil Nadu 
has one of the highest 
numbers of Acquired 
Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS) coses in 
India. Official estimates 
say the country will have 
five million AIDS suffer- 
ers by the turn of the cen- 
tury. 


‘Dr. Zhivago’ love 
letters on sale 


LONDON (AFP) — Love 
letters from Ru.ssiaij 
author Boris Pasternak to 
the woman who was the 
inspiration for Lara, the 
heroine of his Nobel 
prize-winning novel “Dr. 
Zhi>ago." are to be auc- 
tioned here later this 
month. The tragic love 
affair between Pasternak 
and Olga Ivinskaia 
inspired ihe novelist to 
write his epic novel set 
during the Russian revo- 
hniotf and its violent after- 
math. The poems and let- 
ters were taken from 
Ivinskaia in 1960 by the 
KGB. the former Soviet 
Union's intelligence ser- 
vice. und she herself was 
sent to the Gulag twice for 
her association with 
Pasternak. Only a few of 
the documents were ever 
returned by the KGB and 
the most precious papers 
arc now to be sold by her 
heirs at the auction on 
Nov. 27, The manuscripts 
arc expected to fetch 
5n0,(X)0 pounds 

(S750.000) at the sale at 
Christie's auction house. 


Bmndtiand working 


on memoirs 


OSLO (AFP) — Just 
eleven days after re.signing 
as Norwegian prime min- 
i.*.tcf. Gro Harlem 
Brundtlund i.s well 
advanced in writing her 
memoirs, the Norwegian 
news agency NTB sud on 
Tuesday. The 57-year old. 
who is back in parliament 
as a member, has already 
written 100 pages by hand 
on foolscap paper. “Yes, 
this will probably be a 
book. 1 have just let. it 
(low, that which came 
naturally out of my pen." 
she told* NTB, adding: "It 
is an unusual feeling of 
freedom that I haven’t had 
in many years." Gro. as 
.she is affeciionaieJy called 
in Norway, would not say 
when her writings might 
be ready for the liieraiy 
market. "Right now I w'.iAt 
to write spontaneously. 
The ne.xi pixtces.s is to 
write a book." she said, 
admitting that she is com- 
puter illiicratc and a PC 
course is planued. Ms. 
Brundtland. who served as 
prime minisrer for HI 
years between 1981 and 
1996, officially resigned 
on Oct. 25 at her own 
request, handing over the 
reigns of power Fo Labour 
Party Chairman Tho-rbji> 
cm Jagland. Her name 
has circulated as one of 
lite possible candidates to 
take over the post of U.N. 
secretary general iwhcn 
Boutros Ghali's iiundatc 
expires at the end of ilte 
vear. 
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